
One seat still open after 
Bob Specht resignation

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Bill and Bonnie Schwenker walk past 
Jackson County Regional Health Center every 
morning. The route is routine, and the conver-
sation flows. But one morning a few months 
ago, the husband 
surprised his wife.

“I’d been fol-
lowing the hospital 
stuff in [the media] 
… and I think [the 
new hospital] is 
a cool project, a 
worthwhile project 
for the community,” 
Schwenker said.

The May death of 
Maquoketan John 
Cressey left a vacant 
spot on the hospital’s Board of Trustees. That 
opening gave Schwenker pause.

Eighteen years had seemed like long 
enough to serve the public as an elected offi-
cial, Schwenker said. He had served on the 
Maquoketa Community School Board from 
1993 until 2011, when he chose not to seek 

Wheel  
of Fortune
Gottschalk appears on the 

NBC game show Sept. 17

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Lisa Gottschalk followed a longtime 
dream to test her wheel of fortune.

How’d she do? 
Tune in to NBC at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 

Sept. 17, when the rural Maquoketa woman 
appears as a contestant on the game show 
“Wheel of Fortune.”

“I’ve always been a fan of ‘Wheel of 
Fortune,’ and I watch it most nights while 
I’m making supper,” Gottschalk said. “My 
husband Ray (aka Bouck) has encouraged 
me for a few years to take a chance and try 
out for the show, but I never really took it 
seriously until I heard that the Wheel of 
Fortune Wheelmobile would be in Iowa.”

Her journey began when she grabbed her 
sister, Wendy Westemeyer, and went to open 
tryouts in Osceola April 28-29. More than 
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Curt Gruver, a member of the Coronado Car Club and resident of Maquoketa, pops the hood on a Mustang 
Wednesday at a car show at Clover Ridge. Residents and their family members mingled among the metal steeds 
—both new and old — and shared stories and snacks. 

Coronado Car Club hosts shows at Crestridge, Clover Ridge 

(Above) Mary Clark, a Clover 
Ridge resident, is escorted by her 

grandaughters, Tashell Clark (right) 
of Spragueville and Amy Luskey of 

Maquoketa. (Far right) Dorothy Feller 
of Maquoketa looks under the hood at 

a Ford powerhouse. Despite the horses 
available in the motor, she didn’t think 

it would be wise to go “much faster 
than 20 mpg.” (Near right) This hot 

rod was one of two dozen entrants in 
Wednesday’s car show. 


