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White House suggests mask mandate for Iowa
By NaNcy MayFiEld
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

On Monday, Iowa dropped to seventh 
in the highest per capita rate of positive 
COVID-19 cases in the nation over the 
past seven days, according to the New York 
Times. It had been at the number one spot 
the last week of August before falling behind 
North and South Dakota a week later.

The newspaper’s latest analysis showed 
Iowa with 142 cases per 100,000 people. 
North Dakota led the nation with 255 cases 

per 100,000 and South Dakota with 173 
cases per 100,000.

Meanwhile, the latest White House corona-
virus task force report for Iowa issued Sept. 
6 recommends requiring face masks in metro 
school districts and counties with COVID-
19 cases. Gov. Kim Reynolds has repeatedly 
said she will not issue a mask mandate. The 
report lists Iowa, which recorded 1,221 coro-
navirus-related deaths as of Monday morn-
ing, as one of the nation’s hotspots.

In Clinton County two long-term health 
facilities continue to be on the list of plac-

es with coronavirus outbreaks. Eagle Point 
Health Care Center reported 30 positive 
cases with a total of 
nine recovered, and 
The Alverno Senior 
Care Community 
reported 36 cases with 
11 recovered.

Here is a recap of other key events of the 
past week:

Confirmed COVID-19 cases continue 

to increase: At least 6.5 million Americans 

By kElly gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

A $2.3 million federal grant will help the 
City of Maquoketa improve its storm water 
removal system.

The grant from the Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) will fund 75% of 
an estimated $2.9 
million stormwa-
ter pumping station 
construction proj-
ect. The project will 
improve flood con-
trol in Maquoketa’s 
industrial and com-
mercial areas, while 
creating seven new 
jobs and preserving 
88 existing jobs, 
according to an EDA 
statement announc-
ing the grant.

M a q u o k e t a ’ s 
share will be 
$572,000. That match money could come 
from the city’s storm water utility revenue or 
other grant/loan options available to the city.

Since 2002, Maquoketa experienced five 

By kElly gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The City of Maquoketa has agreed to pay 
$4 million to the family of a Maquoketa man 
who died while in police custody last year.

The Maquoketa City Council Sept. 8 
approved the $4 mil-
lion settlement after a 
25-minute meeting that 
was closed to the pub-
lic because it involved 
pending litigation. 

No council members 
engaged in discussion 
before unanimously 
approving the settlement.

Court records say 
Drew Edwards, 22, died 
while in police custody 
on June 15, 2019, after Maquoketa Police 
Officer Mike Owen shot him with a Taser. 
Owen, Jackson County Chief Deputy Steve 

Mayor doN 
scHwENkEr

“We’re flirting with 
disaster a little bit,” 
describing aging 

storm water system.
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COVID news

By kElly gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Mary Ann McLaughlin pulls a blue-
striped tank top out of a storage tote in 
the back room, inspects it for cleanli-
ness and wear, and places it on a pile of 
clothes to be considered for resale.

Meanwhile, up front, Jo Martin pulls a 
pair of earrings out of a display case so a 
customer can take a closer look.

McLaughlin and Martin represent 
only two of the almost two dozen people 
who make the volunteer-run Maquoketa 
Community Services Resale Store func-
tion, which in turn means needed funds 
for Jackson County schools, non-profits 
and people in need.

Maquoketa Community 
Services, which oversees the 
resale store, was established 
in 1968 to fill the void left by 
the Salvation Army when it 
moved from Maquoketa. The 
primary goal was to provide 
a brighter Christmas for chil-
dren in need through an annu-
al toy drive.

Over the years, the mission 
expanded to assist individu-
als and families in need and contribute 
to quality of life projects throughout 
Jackson County, according to Mary Pat 
Burns, who sits on the organization’s 
board. The resale store at 107 S. Jones 
Ave. is the organization’s main revenue 

source, relying on community donations 
of clothing and household items.

In 1987, Maquoketa Community 
Services started the Christmas Star 
Program to help brighten the holidays for 
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Mary ann Mclaughlin sorts through a bin of clothing donated to the Maquoketa Community Services Resale 
Store. Volunteers operate the store, sorting, sifting, cleaning, organizing, arranging, bagging, and selling.

Resale store turns donated goods  
into money for county non-profits

GIfTING BACK

assorted autumn and thanksgiving items 
await a willing buyer inside the Maquoketa 
Community Services Resale Store in 
Maquoketa.
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