
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The Maquoketa City Council wel-
comed a $1.5 million redevelopment 
project to the city last week.

The city council inked an agree-
ment with the Dubuque-based GT 
Development LLC to redevelop the 
100-plus-year-old Mitchell-Maskrey 
Mill, located at 120 E. Pleasant St., 
Maquoketa.

The city received no public com-
ments during a public hearing on the 

subject Sept. 8.
“Welcome to the neighborhood, 

gentlemen. We’re glad to have ya,” 
Mayor Don Schwenker told develop-
ers Gary Carner and Tom Kelzer after 
the council voted unanimously to sign 
a development agreement with them. 
Kelzer and Carner, who logged into the 
virtual council meeting, have complet-
ed other rehabilitation projects involv-
ing historic buildings in Dubuque.

“We’re excited to get working on 
the project,” Kelzer said. 

GT Development plans to fully 

rehab the mill property. The rede-
velopment calls for two upper-story 
residential units on the second floor 
and two on the third floor and would 
create commercial space for lease on 
the first floor and basement level. The 
developers also plan to remove the 
metal building on the property to cre-
ate additional parking.

The development team plans to 
close up/winterize the building in the 
next three to four weeks, Kelzer told 
the council. This includes repairs to the 
roof and outer structure before winter 

sets in.
A substantial portion of the building 

has been unused for years, Kelzer said, 
so “quite a bit of demolition” must be 
done, especially on the upper levels 
where the apartments will be.  

Kelzer described each apartment as 
having two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
and being for rent at “market value.”

Councilman Nathan Woodward 
asked for a definition of market value. 

“It’s not subsidized housing,” 
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Work to begin on old, downtown mill
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Cardinal

royalty
2020 MHS homecoming plans subdued 

due to coronavirus pandemic concerns

Seniors Pearl 
nienkark and 

Caiden Atienza 
emerged 

victorious as the 
2020 Maquoketa 

High School 
Homecoming 

queen and king.

Contributed photo

mSP photo by Kelly Gerlach

Cardinal Elementary School students sit along the sidewalk and Pershing Road as a fleet of firetrucks 
transporting Maquoketa High School students pass by. The event marked a much more subdued 2020 homecoming 
for the school district, devoid of Homecoming Olympics, marching bands, high-fives for the youngsters, and other 
event staples as district officials tried to limit the spread of the coronavirus in this pandemic year. So instead of a 
parade, firetrucks carrying the football and volleyball teams and cheerleaders drove from one school building to 
another as a show of school spirit.

Candidates 
share views 
at forum
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Political candidates tried setting them-
selves apart on issues such as a new jail, tour-
ism development, bottle returns, legalized 
marijuana and abortion as they sought voter 

approval entering the 
final stretch of the 
2020 general election. 

Eight candidates 
participated in a two-
hour candidate forum 
sponsored by the 
Jackson County Farm 

Bureau Sept. 23 at the Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center in Maquoketa. 

Attending were county supervisor can-
didates Sandy Knockel-Strub and Mike 
Steines, sheriff’s candidates Brent Kilburg 
and Steve Schroeder, and auditor candidate 
Alisa Smith. House District 58 candidates 
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By nAnCY mAYfiELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

Iowa had the fifth highest per capita rate 
of positive COVID-19 cases in the nation 
over the past seven days as of Monday 

morning, according to 
the New York Times. 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin 
and Utah were ahead 
of it. The newspaper’s 

latest analysis showed Iowa with 197 cases 
per 100,000 people, up from 182 cases per 

UI hospitals 
struggling with 
overcapacity
Local schools continue  
to report new COVID cases
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Rundown  

of week’s 

COVID news


