
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Campaign contributions have contin-
ued to pour into the coffers of candidates 
competing for seats in the Iowa House 
of Representatives as 
campaigning has inten-
sified in the final three 
months before the gen-
eral election.

Candidates running 
for public office are 
required to file cam-
paign finance reports 
on specified dates. 
Those reports are pub-
lic records and can be accessed on the 
Iowa Ethics & Campaign Disclosure Board  
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Cases spiked as election neared

Career tech site 

may call Clinton 

County home

University of Iowa 
puts halt on elective  
surgeries due to virus

By nAnCY mAYFiELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

As election day neared, Jackson 
County’s 14-day COVID-19 positivity 
rate continued to climb, spiking on 
Tuesday morning to 25.8% – the high-
est rate of any Iowa county. At the same 

time, University of Iowa Hospitals 

and Clinics announced that it would 

again stop performing non-emergency 

surgeries because of high numbers of 

patients in its Intensive Care Unit.

“Jackson County’s positivity is 

alarming and people in the community 

need to be aware that the virus is wide 

spread throughout the county,” said 

Michele Cullen, community health 

manager with Genesis VNA.

She noted a significant uptick in 

testing in Jackson County, with about 

50 tested per day 

and one-quarter 

of them testing 

positive.

“People need 

to take this seriously and follow the 

prevention mitigation methods consis-

tently,” Cullen said, advising individu-

als to follow health hygiene practices, 

stay home when sick, and wear face 

coverings in public.

“These universal precautions are 

appropriate regardless of the extent 

of mitigation needed and need to be 
followed daily,” Cullen said. “We need 
to work as a community and reduce 
the spread of the virus and keep our 
community healthy.”

Clinton County’s 14-day positivity 
rate also rose last week and was at 
14.9% Monday morning.

Meanwhile, the number of people 
hospitalized for COVID-19 in Iowa 
was at a record high of 718 Monday 
after surpassing 600 on Thursday. 

By niCK JooS
Staff Writer
njoos@dewittobserver.com

After discussion among area super-
intendents and officials at Eastern Iowa 
Community College, potential locations for 
a proposed career technical education (CTE) 
center have been narrowed down to three. 

Opinions on the location vary among the 
superintendents involved. For some, geogra-
phy and potential drive time for students is a 
primary concern. 

The three location possibilities are:
n In Clinton near the current Clinton 

Community College
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Rundown  

of week’s 

COVID news
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News Editor
news@mspress.net

A Maquoketa man died Friday 
night after being hit by a car in a 
two-vehicle accident caused by a 
deer. 

Matthew Bowling, 23, was a pas-
senger in a car driven by Paige 
Cupps, 19, of Dubuque, shortly 

before 7 p.m. Oct. 30 on 256th 
Avenue and Highway 62, located 
south of Andrew.

Cupps was driving a Volkswagon 
Jetta southbound on Highway 62 
when a deer ran onto the road and 
struck her vehicle, according to the 
accident report filed by the Iowa 
State Patrol. Cupps’ vehicle came to 
rest in the northbound lane.

Bowling exited the vehicle to 

inspect the damages and was hit 

by an oncoming vehicle driven 

by Marjorie Hendrickson, 63, of 

Andrew, according to the accident 

report. The report said Hendrickson 

was unable to avoid contact with 

Cupps’ vehicle.
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One dies in car accident Friday evening

ElECtiOn 
COvEragE
n Follow us on 
maqnews.com 
for live election 
coverage Tuesday 
evening. See our 
Wed., Nov. 11 issue 
for election results.

mSP photos by Kelly Gerlach

Someone let this skeleton out of the closet, as well as an angel and vampire, to go trick-or-treating in Maquoketa 
Saturday night. Some Maquoketa residents chose not to hand out goodies this year as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Others devised creative ways to get the treats to the youngsters, such as sliding it down a PVC pipe and 
into waiting hands or bags, taping candy to wooden dowels and sticking them in the lawn, and leaving the candy in 
bowls in front of the home.

Aspiring 
fireman Hendrix 
wilson slurps on 
a lollipop while  
trick-or-treating.

THE CREATURES 
COME A-kNOCkIN’

FOR TREATS
Maquoketa area youngsters hit the streets 

seeking candy for Halloween tradition


