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Despite warning, county fair will go on

sTaFF rePorT
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Judge John Telleen of the Seventh Judi-
cial District on June 9 heard arguments in the 
lawsuit that Sycamore Media, owner of the 
Maquoketa Sentinel-Press, brought against 
the City of Maquoketa to obtain body cam 
footage taken at a 911 call involving Amanda 
Lassance, Jackson County’s assistant attorney.

When the hearing concluded, Telleen took 
the case under advisement and said he would 
issue a written decision.

At issue in the case is whether releasing the 
footage serves the public’s interest more than 
keeping it secret. Under Iowa Code Chapter 
22, the state’s open records law, the police 
department has the burden of proving why 
the video should not be released.

During a 40-minute remote hearing, Tell-
een questioned lawyers from both sides about 
their arguments.

The Sentinel-Press’ attorneys, Molly Park-
er and Sam Jones of Shuttleworth & Inger-
soll, P.C., in Cedar Rapids, noted that the 
investigation into the case is concluded, no 
confidential informant is involved, and the 
names of both parties involved in the dispute, 
as well as the details, have already been made 
public. 

“None of those factors weigh in favor of 
continued confidentiality of the records that 
are in the department’s possession. They all 
weigh in favor of the fact that there will be no 
public harm suffered by disclosure of these 
records,” Parker said.

Matthew Novak, representing the city, said 
that Maquoketa Police Department officers 
were not in charge of the investigation and 
responded first to the emergency call only be-
cause they were closer to the scene than any 
other officers. 

Because they were not involved in decid-
ing what charges were filed, their body cam-
era footage should be exempt, said Novak, 
who is with Pickens, Barns & Abernathy of 
Cedar Rapids. Novak also argued that if the 
footage were released, the newspaper’s inter-
est in publicizing the incident would discour-
age domestic violence victims in other cases 
from coming forward.
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Jackson County will host a fair 

this year despite a recommen-

dation to the contrary from the 

county’s public health depart-

ment. 

Fair board members voted 7-2 

in favor of holding the fair, which 

will run July 28 through Aug. 2.

“People have to make their 

own choice whether they want to 

come out or not, and we believe 

the Jackson County people have 

the right to make that decision,” 

said fair manager Lanny Simp-

son.

Fair board 
p r e s i d e n t 
Mark Miller, 
vice presi-
dent Owen 
Hayes, and 
board members Darcy Hanke-
meier, Mary Lou Johnson, Mike 
McLaughlin, Kalli Bormann and 
Brandt Wilms voted in favor of 
holding the fair. Board members 
Nin Flagel and Mark “Sparky” 
Anderson opposed it. 

The board’s decision came 

barely more than a day after the 

Iowa State Fair Board decided 

to cancel its 2020 event, which 

draws more than 1 million people 

in 11 days each year. 

Many other area fairs have 

also canceled their 2020 events, 

including the Great Jones County 

Fair, the Dubuque County Fair, 

and the Wyoming Fair in Jones 
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A rural Maquoketa man died fol-
lowing a farm-related accident over 
the weekend.

Stephen Lee Miller, 63, died after 
being run over by a tractor and fer-
tilizer applicator at about 1:38 p.m. 
Saturday, June 13.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice responded to a farm accident at 
17209 150th St., Maquoketa.

Miller was filling a fertilizer tank 
applicator that was hooked to a farm 

tractor at that address, according to 
a written statement from the Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office. While Mill-
er was waiting for the tank to fill, the 
tractor slipped into gear, causing the 
tractor to drive forward, according 
to Jackson County Deputy Brandon 
Beck. Miller was run over by the rear 
wheels of the tractor and the fertilizer 
applicator.

After hitting Miller, the tractor 
rolled forward until it hit a machine 
shed.

The Jackson County medical ex-
aminer pronounced Miller dead at 

the scene.

The Maquoketa Rescue Squad 

and Jackson County Regional Health 

Center Ambulance assisted the sher-

iff’s office at the scene.
Visitation for Miller will be held 

3-7 p.m. Wednesday, June 17, at Car-

son Celebration of Life Services, 318 

W. Pleasant St., Maquoketa, accord-

ing to the funeral home’s website. 

Miller’s funeral will be held at 11 

a.m. Thursday, June 18, at East Iron 

Hill Cemetery, 11755 150th St., Ma-

quoketa.
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Maquoketa man dies in tractor accident
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community 
health expert 

Michele cullen 
said the health 

department 
does not have 

the authority 
to shut down 
an event, but 

they can make 
recommendations 

to protect the 
public’s health 

and safety. 

by nancY MaYFieLD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

Barbara and Walter Edwards visited 
a grassy spot on the southeast corner of 
Apple and Main streets early Monday 
morning where homemade signs and 
plastic flowers marked where their son, 
Drew Edwards, died a year ago after an 

altercation with police in which a Taser 
gun was deployed and he became unre-
sponsive.  

“This is a hard day. Being there 
brought it all alive again. We’ll never 
get over it,” Barbara said mid-morning 
as she and Walter joined about a dozen 
people holding a peaceful demonstration 
at Platt and Main streets in front of the 

Maquoketa Police Department to show 
that they feel justice has not been served 
in their son’s death. 

“It’s hard to believe he’s gone. We 
just want justice,” said Walter, who was 
surrounded by family, friends and other 
community members who held signs 

‘Justice for Drew’

Drew Edwards’ family marks anniversary of death with protest

Health department recommends against 
event, but board votes 7-2 to move forward
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Judge hears
open records
arguments
Sentinel-Press seeks police
bodycam footage from call

MsP photo by Trevis Mayfield

barbara and walter edwards join a peaceful protest Monday outside the Maquoketa Police Department on Platt 
Street. It was the one-year anniversary of the death of their son, Drew Edwards, who became unresponsive after 
an altercation with police. 
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