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Celebrating FFa!
Maquoketa, Easton Valley 
highlight accomplishments
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Jackson County voters will decide 
several tax-related issues during a spe-
cial election next week.

Polls open at 7 a.m. Tuesday, March 
2, for a special election that will deter-
mine the outcome of five separate 
measures. All voters will decide one 
bond referendum issue, while the four 
remaining measures will be determined 
by the voter’s residency, according to 

Jackson County Auditor Alisa Smith.
The deadline has passed for request-

ing absentee ballots. Those who already 
requested an absentee ballot must mail 
it before March 1 to be counted.

Jackson County voters wishing to 
vote absentee in-person may do so 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the auditor’s office, located 
inside the Jackson County Courthouse 
at 201 W. Platt St., Maquoketa.

Otherwise, voters should report to 
their precinct polling location between 

7 a.m. and 8 p.m. March 2.
Smith’s office will update election 

results online after polls close and 
precincts begin reporting voting tallies.

Issues on the ballot

n Each Jackson County voter will, 
for the third time, choose whether to 
approve the sale of bonds for a new 
county jail.

The Jackson County Board of 
Supervisors has proposed a $5.9 mil-
lion jail and law enforcement cen-

ter to be built on the corner of East 
Maple Street and Jacobsen Drive in 
Maquoketa. The jail will have 30 beds 
with room for future expansion.

Because taxpayer dollars are used 
to repay bonds, 60% voter approval 
is required before the bonds can be 
issued.

Two previous jail bond referendums 
— in 2018 and 2019 — failed to gain 
voter approval.

Jail among issues on Tuesday’s ballot
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A Maquoketa woman faces multiple 
charges after allegedly using church money 
for personal gain.

Anne Marie 
D u f f y - D o h e r t y, 
40, of Maquoketa, 
worked as a secre-
tary for Maquoketa 
United Church of 
Christ when she 
illegally spent 
more than $43,000 
of the church’s 
money, according 
to charging docu-
ments.

She is charged 
with first-degree theft, unauthorized use of a 
credit card over $10,000, and forgery.

According to charging documents, Duffy-
Doherty used a church credit card to buy 
personal items from multiple online websites 
between October 2019 and June 2020. Her 
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State suspends 
liquor license
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The Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division 
suspended B&C Liquor’s liquor license late 
last year, and the business has been closed 
since Feb. 12.

The well-known Maquoketa retailer, 
which sells tobacco products and soft drinks 
as well as alcoholic beverages, has a sign 
taped to its front door that says its license 
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Catalytic converters attract 
thieves due to the previous 
metals from which the auto 
parts are made.
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A simple car part can put hun-
dreds of dollars in the pockets of 
thieves and cost vehicle owners 
a thousand or more to replace.

Thieves have stolen or tried 
to take multiple catalytic con-
verter in Jackson County over 
the last couple months.

Why? The answer’s sim-

ple, according to Karen Wells, 
criminal administrator with 
the Jackson County Sheriff’s 
Office.

“Catalytic converters are a 
quick and easy steal,” she said. 

A catalytic converter general-
ly resembles a cannister and is 
part of the vehicle’s exhaust sys-
tem. They were mandated for 
all U.S. cars and trucks in 1975 
to convert harmful pollutants in 

the exhaust into less-harmful 
vehicle emissions before being 
released into the air.

Catalytic converter theft is 
becoming more common in 
Jackson and surrounding coun-
ties, including Linn County, 
Wells said.

That fact shows in Maquoketa 
Law Center dispatch calls for 
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Catalytic converts ‘hot’ item for thieves

SnOWy 
ExPErIMEnTS

(left) With his tongue sticking out 
in fearsome concentration, Bjarne 
Marcus squirts water dyed with blue 
food coloring at mounds of snow at the 
Hurstville Interpretive Center. The food 
coloring is safe for outdoor life. (above) 
lillian bauer peers intently into the 
green bubbles she blew at the Hurstville 
Interpretive Center last week. The 
outcome of the winter experiment was to 
see the effects the cold weather had on 
the fragile bubble, which froze, as did the 
soapy liquid within its dome.
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