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backing the beef
Hundreds pack Volunteer Hall 
to celebrate beef industry
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‘We are 
bouncing 
back’
Survey: Businesses may 
have closed without 
COVID financial aid

Want to 
race? Sign 
up still open

by keLLY geRLach
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Many area employers report improve-
ments in the economy and operations since 
the coronavirus pandemic broke out more 
than a year ago, according to recent survey 
results on the issue. 

However, hur-
dles remain before 
business returns to 
some semblance of 
normalcy, Clinton 
and Jackson County 
economic develop-
ment officials say.

“I do think in 
DeWitt we were 
definitely impacted 
by COVID,” said 
Angela Rheingans, 
executive director 
of the DeWitt Chamber & Development Co. 
“This (survey) illustrates to me we’re recov-
ering, we’re bouncing back, we’re pivoting. 
We’re not there yet, but we’re figuring it 
out.”

The survey was funded by the U.S. 
Economic Development Administration and 

Timber City Adventure 
Race is this weekend
by keLLY geRLach
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The race is on this weekend, and there is 
still time to sign up.

The 22nd annual Timber City Adventure 
Race returns after a one-year hiatus due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Event activities include the triathlon as 
well as music and food in the downtown 
Maquoketa green space.

Race day kicks off Saturday, June 26, with 
check-in at 7 a.m. Saturday across from The 
Hop at Canton. Recreational participants dip 
their canoes into the Maquoketa River first 
at 7:30 a.m., followed by the racing division.

Participants paddle about 8 miles from 
Canton to the Royertown canoe access, where 
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nothing says love like handmade quilts — especially when they are sewn out of love for friends you haven’t met 
yet. Shown from left, Mary Lou Althoff, Bernie Paul, Christie Fier, Janet Eganhouse and Nellie Thola have cut, 
pieced, sewn, and quilted more than three dozen quilts and donated them to Jackson County Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, a group of volunteers that builds new beds for children in the county so they don’t have to sleep on the 
floor. Not shown are fellow volunteer helpers Karen Phillips and Judy Szumlas. They have made and donated quilts 
to various places such as hospice, nursing homes, family services, and more. for more photos, see page b8.

Volunteers surpass three dozen quilts for Sleep in Heavenly Peace

WRAPPED In 

LOVE
Magnetic 
trays 
collect 
rogue pins 
for use in 
quilting.

Andrew businesswoman, 
volunteer passes at age 
86 after lifetime of giving

by keLLY geRLach
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Her helping hands assisted dozens of 
boards, committees, and organizations 
across Jackson County and the state, some-
times stirring the pot for change.

However, Wanda Cornelius’ helping  
hands were stilled June 16 when the 
86-year-old Jackson County native died at 
her rural Andrew home.

Funeral services for Cornelius — who 
was known to breeze into a room with a 
perfectly coordinated pastel ensemble, coif-
fured hair, and a smile or wink for everyone 

— were held at 10:30 
a.m. June 22 at Salem 
Lutheran Church in 
Andrew. 

Friends and family in 
the community said she 
will be greatly missed 
and praised her friend-
ship, work ethic, and 
volunteerism.

‘She cared’ a 

common theme

Wanda Lea 
Burmahl was born 
near Spragueville Jan. 
20, 1935, and graduated from Maquoketa 
High School in 1952. She decided to teach 
and graduated from Iowa State Teacher’s 
College in 1954.

She taught kindergarten in DeWitt for two 

years and then in Maquoketa for two years. 
She married Gerald “Jerry” Cornelius June 
1, 1958. Until their deaths (his in 1995), 
the couple lived on the Cornelius Family 

Cornelius ‘was  
everybody’s friend’
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Wanda cornelius was known for sharing smiles — and 
often a knowing wink — throughout Jackson County as 
she shared her time and talents with numerous boards 
and committees. She also volunteered for numerous 
organizations and could be seen at events across the area.


