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Amanda Lassance, an assistant 
Jackson County attorney, sat in her 
car stopped along the side of U.S. 
Highway 61 in the early morning 

hours of April 6. 
When a Clinton County sheriff’s 

deputy approached, he observed 
“an empty cooler along with mul-
tiple empty Busch Light cans and 
one full Busch Light can on the 
ground right outside the passenger 
door,” according to the deputy’s 
report. The car was parked and did 
not have keys in the ignition.

When Deputy Andrew Petersen 
opened the driver’s door at the 

request of Lassance, according to 
his report, he “noticed a strong 
odor of alcohol emitting from 
inside the vehicle, and I observed a 
3/4 full can of an open Busch Light 
beer in the passenger door.”

Petersen and Clinton Deputy 
Mark Mahmens Jr. were on the 
scene as the result of a 911 call 
from Nick Shannon at 12:56 a.m. 
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CeLeBrATe THe grADUATeS
Area commencement ceremonies start Sunday
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Seniors from high schools in and 
around Jackson County will receive their 
diplomas during ceremonies beginning 
Sunday.

Maquoketa High School graduation 
begins at 2 p.m. Sunday in the main 
gym. Doors open at 1, and the public is 
invited to attend.

An estimated 128 graduates will 
cross Maquoketa’s stage Sunday. Senior 
Sidney Michel will be the featured stu-

dent speaker.
People who are unable to attend 

can watch the ceremony live online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eve-
pL414ZPo&feature=youtu.be. There 
is a direct link on the district’s various 
social media pages.

Maquoketa’s class color is navy blue 
and the flower is the dahlia. 

The class motto is “Because we will 
walk this path only once, then how 
important is it that we should walk with 
some purpose that we can call our own.”

Easton Valley High School seniors 
will cross the stage to receive their 
diplomas at 1 p.m. Sunday in the school 
gym in Preston. An estimated 35 stu-
dents will graduate.

Class colors are white and orange, 
with a white mum tipped in orange as 
the class flower and “My Wish” by 
rascal Flatts as the class song.

easton Valley’s class motto is 
“Together we have experienced life. 
Separately we will pursue our dreams. 
Forever, our memories will remain.”

MSP photos by Brooke Taylor, Buddy Atienza, and contributed

(Top) Shrek (Orion Friederich) duels musically with Fiona (Sidney Michel) in the spring 2019 production of 
“Shrek: The Musical.” (Above left) AJ Becker surpassed 1,000 points in his high school basketball career, and 
the Cardinals boys basketball team united Maquoketa with a 20-3 season that ended one game shy of the state 
tournament. (Above middle) 2018 Homecoming King Quentyn Huebbe, left, rides in the back of a convertible 
with Levi Bonach, and Tori Miller. (Above right) Clad in her cap and gown, Easton Valley High School senior 
Aubrey Driscoll gives high-fives to second graders on the last day of school. 

Jail cost 
estimate 
$6.35 
million
Member suggests an 
alternative to reduce bond 

Police report reveals more details

Canton gets 
two signs
County supervisors reject 
four-day workweek request
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Staff Writer
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Jail builder John Hansen stuck to his rec-
ommendation of an 11-classification, 50-bed 
jail expandable to 74 beds, estimating the 
cost at about $6.35 million.

Hansen said May 15 that he and architect 
rick Weidner looked at multiple scenarios in 
an attempt to get the cost under $6 million, 
but Hansen ultimately couldn’t recommend 
any of them. 

“You’re not building for 20 years,” Hansen 
said. “You have to have some expansion 
capabilities to 50, 70 years.”

Though the jail will have significantly 

By SARA MILLHOUSE
Staff Writer
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Unincorporated Canton in western Jackson 
County will get two signs trumpeting the 
community’s existence, after Jackson County 
Supervisor Larry McDevitt brought the mat-
ter up at the county supervisors’ May 14 
meeting.

The signs, which would be located on 
the two ends of town, would simply read 
“Canton.”
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n Law expert sees probable cause
Professor said description of scene shows there 
was reasonable suspicion for further investigation, 
including field sobriety tests. 
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n Opinion: More story to come
Incident report answers some important questions, 
but public still waiting for additional explanations.
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