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The future of kidney dialysis care in 
Jackson County remains up in the air.

Fresenius Kidney Care, a national dialysis 
provider, is deciding whether to continue 
providing dialysis to about 18 patients at 
Jackson County Regional Health Center. 

No timeframe for the possible closure 
has been given. As of press time, Fresenius 

officials had not 
responded to phone 
calls about their 
future plans in 
Maquoketa.

Fresenius, which 
is headquartered 
in Massachusetts, 
leases space in the 
Jackson County 
Regional Health 
Center. When the 
hospital moves to 
its new location 

southeast of Maquoketa, the dialysis clinic 
will not move with it, according to hospital 
administrator Curt Coleman.

When hospital officials laid out plans for 
the new facility, they sought to downsize the 
building and create more efficiencies. Those 
plans did not include building additional 
space for outpatient clinics.
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the Hanken 
family’s chili 

won first place. It 
includes traditional 
chili fixings as well 

as corn, spinach 
and zucchini.

(Above) Karter Yarolim ladles a sample of the chili 
verde (literally translated chili green) that he and his 
grandfather made for the Maquoketa High School 
Career & Technical Student Organizations, also known 
as Business Professionals of America and Family, 
Career and Community Leaders of America. The two 
groups sponsored a chili cookoff in the high school 
cafeteria Tuesday night during a basketball game. 
Yarolim’s chili included pork, homegrown tomatillos and 
peppers, and sported a classic chili taste. The school 
groups hope to make the chili cookoff an annual event. 
With Yarolim is friend Malia Sims. (Left) Ben Thines, 
left, won first place in the student division of the chili 
cookoff. He is shown handing a chili sample to Brian 
Aunan as Donna Hanken, first-place winner in the adult 
category, looks on.
MSP photos by Kelly Gerlach

Area chefs square off in inaugural chili cookoff Tuesday night

Reform drives enhanced mental health services
By tiM MAnninG
News Editor

tmanning@dewittobserver.com 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the 
fourth of a five-part series  
examining the challenges facing 
mental health services in Eastern 
Iowa.

Many of the 14 mental health 
and disability services regions 
created by the Iowa Legislature 
in 2012 have expressed concerns 
about how the regions are funded.

But, virtually all mental health 
care officials in Iowa also say that 

the legislation likely will be remem-

bered as having improved the quality 

of life for thousands of people.

Simply put, both mental health pro-

viders and county supervisors agree 

that the formation of the regions has 

made many services more acces-

sible than they would have been 

otherwise, which was the goal of the 

legislation.

“I look at the services that we 

have now, and there is no way in 

the world that we in Jackson County 

could afford to provide some of those 

services without the region,” said 
Jack Willey, longtime member of the 
Jackson County Board of Supervisors 
and member of the Eastern Iowa 
Mental Health Region’s board of 
directors. “I look at the hotline and 
crisis teams that are staffed 24 hours 
per day. Jackson County couldn’t 
have done that on its own.”

Jim Irwin, a Clinton County super-
visor who also is vice chairman of 
the Eastern Iowa region, agreed that 
there were big discrepancies in the 
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The chancellor of Eastern Iowa Community 
Colleges said his administration continues to 
examine options for creating a centralized 
career and technical education (CTE) loca-
tion that improves accessibility for future 
students.

“We’re all in,” said Donald Doucette, refer-
ring to the colleges’ commitment to offering 
high-quality post-secondary education that is 
equally accessible to everyone in Clinton and 
Jackson counties.

Iowa legislation signed in 2016 ordered 
high schools to align their curriculums with 
community colleges while developing a 
“regional center” approach.

The legislation was aimed at meeting 
the demands of the evolving labor market 
while providing equal access to hands-on, 

College ‘all in’ on career, 
tech education building
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