
Share thoughts about sale, 
hobby car park April 18

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Two Maquoketa parks may be sold.
A radio-control car park may be built.
What do you think about these possible 

changes in Maquoketa recreation?
Share your thoughts about these issues 

with the Maquoketa Parks Board next week 
before the board makes a final recommen-
dation for action to the Maquoketa City 
Council.

The public input session will be 5:15 p.m. 
to 6:15 p.m. Thursday, April 18. The session 
will be informal, with no specific presenta-
tion, according to volunteer board chairman 
Scott Warren. People can come and go as 
they please.

“We will set up tablet paper, give people 
the opportunity to write down their thoughts 
and concerns,” he said. “In addition, we will 
have a video and storyboard showing the 
potential layout for an RC park.”

Tale of two parks
There is no such thing as too many 

parks, Warren said, unless the city lacks the 
resources to adequately care for them.

“If you look at Maquoketa’s population 
density, there are too many parks and not 
enough resources,” he said. “There aren’t 
enough people the right age to use them. 

“Why are we keeping them if we can’t 
afford improvements at the parks we have? 
If we pare down the number [of parks], 
that leaves more resources for the parks we 
have. We want to maximize what we have,” 
Warren added.

The Maquoketa Parks Board invento-
ried the city’s parks, focusing on their use 
and condition. Lisa and Crawford parks 
appeared to be the most underutilized, 
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(Top) Kyle Miller and Matt Kinion of Whitey’s Concrete in Preston set forms for new brick wall piers along 
Summit Street Tuesday afternoon at Goodenow Field. The forms and dirt work at the site kicked off what project 
general contractor Mark Sheets of Sheets Design Build said would be about a three-month improvement project 
at the field. “Goodenow is off to a good start with the recent weather,” Sheets said. The brick piers are part of the 
decorative fence that will surround the property. The brick and stone on the piers will be added next, followed up 
by ornamental picket-style fencing between them. The foundation also has been poured for the new restroom; 
crews are awaiting underground plumbing, then floor slab, block work, and finishes on the inside, Sheets said.  
The project also includes a new brick ticket booth and replacement of the remaining chain link fence. The project is 
scheduled for completion in July. (Above left) These plans for Goodenow Field improvements are taking shape. 
(Above middle) A cut saw, drills, plans and other tools will help with aesthetics at Goodenow. (Above right) 
Rebar ties hold reinforcements in place while concrete is poured.

By sTAFF REPoRT
news@mspress.net

The vacant, two-story building at 110 S. 
Main St. soon will have new owners.

Andrew and emily McCready of 563 
design in dubuque are buying the 110 S. 
Main St. (old Trophy building) building 

and said they hope 
to start construction 
soon. 

The city of 
Maquoketa and the 
Iowa economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
Authority (IedA) 
helped to make the 
purchase possible.

The city received 
a $500,000 
C o m m u n i t y 
d e v e l o p m e n t 

Block grant and are chipping in $250,000 
to help participating downtown property 
owners rehab their building facades. The 
city hired the McCreadys as the architects 

Rehab  
to begin 
at 110 S. 
Main St.
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Autopsy results
still unknown
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Law enforcement awaits autopsy results in 
the case of a Maquoketa man who died during 
an alleged burglary attempt in Maquoketa.

Maquoketa Police Chief Brad Koranda 
said he has not received an autopsy report for 
Richard Purcell, 44. 

Purcell had a pulse and was breathing but 
was unresponsive March 18 when police 
arrived at overturff dental office, 204 
Arcade St., Maquoketa, according to police 
reports.
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City may consider selling Lisa, Crawford parks

MsP photo by Kelly Gerlach

Paint has long since worn off this red 
horse ride in Crawford Park. Located off 
Dearborn Street, Crawford is one of two 
city parks Maquoketa may consider selling. 


