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The new 
JCRHC 
to open
Post-pandemic grand  
opening set for summer
By KeLLY GerLaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

In one more day, the new Jackson County 
Regional Health Center will open to treat 
patients.

The 601 Hospital Drive location opens for 
operations at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 4.

Don’t rush out to the new facility for a tour, 
however. Due to the 
ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, hospital 
safety protocols are 
still in place, includ-
ing attempts to limit 
traffic in and out of 
the facility. 

The public can 
take a sneak peek 
at the new facility 
by signing up online 
for a virtual tour at 4 
p.m. Thursday.

Visit jcrhcwelcometowellness.com to sign 
up. Participants will be asked for their first 
and last name and an email address where 
open house viewing information will be sent.

JCRHC President Curt Coleman will be 
the tour guide for the online event, dubbed 

Curt CoLeman 
JCRHC President
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By KeLLY GerLaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The steady hum of buzzing resounded 
as worker bees manned their stations.

Saws buzzed through cords of wood. 
Chunks of discarded wood thudded to 
the concrete floor as sawdust speckled 
the air.

These sounds of construction hardly 
brought to mind thoughts of a peaceful 

night’s sleep. However, the end result of 
all that noise and exertion meant more 
Jackson County children in need would 
get that peaceful slumber in a bed of 
their own.

The newly formed nonprofit Jackson 
County Sleep in Heavenly Peace held 
its first group build event last week as 
it endeavors to make and provide beds 
for children in the county who currently 
do not have them — and more than 30 

children have already been identified 
as needing them, according to Amber 
Matthiesen, who is one of the volun-
teers leading the group with fellow 
co-chair Mark Beck.

Delaware County SHP sent three 
members of its team to assist with this 
training. That county’s SHP team orga-
nized last year and built 117 beds in six 

SWEET DREAMS!
(Left to right) tools of the trade: Power tools, lumber and wood screws are the fundamental building blocks 
of a good night’s sleep.

msP photos by Kelly Gerlach

measure twice: Jim england, left, and mark Beck volunteer to help build beds as part of an area effort to provide 
beds for children through the newly formed nonprofit Jackson County Sleep in Heavenly Peace.

Sleep in Heavenly Peace begins building beds for kids in need

Due to print deadlines, 2021 
special election results will appear 
in print in the Wednesday, March 
10, Sentinel-Press. 

Turn to maqnews.com on 
Tuesday, March 2, for elec-
tion-night updates as results 
come in to the Jackson County 
Auditor’s Office.

Items on the Jackson County 

ballot include:
n A $5.9 million bond refer-

endum to build a new Jackson 
County Jail
n A $40 million bond referendum 

for a career and technical edu-
cation program through Eastern 
Iowa Community Colleges
n A $1.34 million physical plant 

and equipment property tax levy 

for the Andrew Community School 
District
n Reauthorization of Bellevue 

Community School District’s 
S.A.V.E. (Secure an Advanced 
Vision for Education) funds
n Renewal of the physical 

plant and equipment levy for the 
Western Dubuque Community 
School District

Stay tuned for county election results

Covid clinics 
set to provide
local vaccines
By nanCY maYfieLD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

As COVID-19 cases and related hospital-
izations continue to decrease in Clinton and 
Jackson counties, more vaccine doses are 
making their way here, the top local public 
health official said.

“We have some good 
news as far as vaccine 
availability this week 
around our area and 
surrounding counties,” 
said Michele Cullen, who oversees public 
health in both counties, in her weekly report 
to the Clinton County Board of Supervisors 
Monday morning.

Osterhaus Pharmacy in Maquoketa received 
1,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine, which up 
to now had not been administered locally 
because of strict storage requirements that 
were loosened by the federal government last 
week. 
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