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Assistant Jackson County Attorney 
Amanda Lassance has returned to work 
and is prosecuting drunk driving cases after 
having been involved in an alcohol-related 
incident during which police did not give her 
a sobriety test. 

Lassance returned to her job part-time 
June 18 after being on medical leave – about 
one week before the 
state Ombudsman’s 
Office launched an 
investigation into 
how two local sher-
iff’s departments 
handled the April 
6 incident in which 
she was in the driv-
er’s seat of a car 
parked on the side 
of the road with 
beer cans strewn 
about.   

She pleaded guilty in Clinton County 
Court to having been the driver of the car 
and having an open container of alcohol in 
the vehicle.  

Lassance had been on medical leave fol-
lowing an unrelated April 12 car crash.

Her supervisor, Jackson County Attorney 
Sara Davenport, said Lassance is prosecuting 
the same types of cases she was before the 
accident.

In May, Davenport said Lassance would 
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School bus driver Paul Brady wants kids 
to be safe when they get on and off school 
buses, and he wants drivers to stop for school 
buses.

He brought his concerns to the Maquoketa 
Community School Board June 17 and to the 
Jackson County Board of Supervisors July 2.

School bus cameras installed on Maquoketa 
buses earlier this year record traffic on the 
sides and front of the bus, so anyone illegal-
ly passing a school bus could be recorded 
and identified. Still frames of the video 
that Brady brought before the school board 
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Eileen Robovsky, left, and about 100 other people toured the Jackson County Jail during open houses June 27 
and July 6 in Maquoketa. The tours provided attendees with a look at the size and condition of the facility ahead of 
a $6.495 million bond referendum vote to approve funds to build a new jail and sheriff’s office Aug. 6.

Tours bring out about 
100, while Farm Bureau 
remains skeptical crowd
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It’s difficult to fit 10 people on a tour 
through the Jackson County Jail. The 
space is nothing if not cramped, with 
hallways so narrow you can touch the 
walls with outstretched elbows. 

“There’s not a lot of space back 
here…” Chief Deputy Sheriff Steve 
Schroeder explained as people toured 
the booking area July 6. “It’s not safe. 
There’s not enough room.”

None of the prisoners in the cell block 
wants the bunk that is only about a foot 
away from the toilet on the other side of 
the doorless wall, jail officials said. Just 
outside the cell block, a restraining chair 
is tucked behind the open door to the 
Pepto-Bismol-pink solitary confinement 
cell. 

Records are stored in totes under 
desks in the booking area, and a whiff 
of marijuana leaks out through the evi-
dence locker in the squad room. On a 
humid July day, the facility is hot and 
muggy, and even with fans, smells linger 
and the air feels stagnant.

Karl Lechtenberg of Bettendorf 
toured the jail July 6. He said he’s been 
watching the jail issue closely because 
his mother lives near the current jail in 
Maquoketa.

Shirley Edwards Hampton, formerly 
of Maquoketa, is president of the Iowa 
Association of the Deaf. She also attend-
ed a Saturday morning tour. 

“What access would there be for peo-
ple there who don’t have their hearing?” 
she wondered of the proposed facility.

More than 100 total people toured the 
jail July 6 and June 27. These tours are 
part of a campaign in preparation for an 
Aug. 6 bond referendum that would fund 
a jail and sheriff’s office about five times 
as large as the current facility.

The bond referendum is not to exceed 
$6.495 million, $600,000 less than an 
August 2018 bond referendum that 
failed to get the 60 percent voter approv-
al needed to pass.

In last year’s vote, more than 52 
percent of voters cast “yes” votes for a 
new jail. In a frustrated meeting after 
the bond vote last year, some Jackson 
County Jail Advisory Board members 
blamed a last-minute Farm Bureau letter 
that questioned the tax impacts of the 
project.

County jail campaign heats up
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One jail doors opens into a 
cramped room piled with totes, 
cleaning supplies, laundry, and a 
stacked washer and dryer.


