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Chickens
may move 
to town
Public Safety mulls  
4-6 hen limit, sanitation

Legislature 
heads into 
overtime

By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Maquoketa’s Public Safety Committee 
expects some clucking from the public as it 
considers whether to allow chickens to dwell 
inside city limits.

Maquoketa City Councilman Kevin 
Kuhlman broached 
the subject last 
week, telling fellow 
committee members 
Nathan Woodward 
and Brent Good that 
he’s received calls 
and comments from 
city residents who 
want to raise chick-
ens.

Chickens in town 
is not a new con-
cept. The topic came 
before the city coun-

cil a few years ago. The council referred it to 
the Public Safety Committee, where discus-
sion fizzled.

Many towns allow chickens — albeit usu-
ally a limited number — within city limits. 
To the south, the DeWitt City Council last 

By kaTIE akIN
Iowa Capitol Dispatch

Friday marked the 110th day of Iowa’s 
legislative session, the final day that law-
makers were being paid per diem for their 
work at the Capitol. But several key issues 
including the state budget, tax cuts, polic-
ing, unemployment and “vaccine passports,” 
have yet to be resolved.

“I had a Republican put it to me this way 
yesterday: ‘The good news is that there are 
only two things left that they don’t agree on 
yet, taxes and the budget,’” said Sen. Zach 
Wahls, D-Coralville.

Lawmakers will stay in session through at 
least this week to pass a budget and, poten-
tially, additional policy bills.

Budget proposals 
Policy bills can wait for future sessions, 

but passing a state budget is the one thing 
that Iowa lawmakers cannot put off. As of 
Thursday evening, there were still several 
parts of the budget proposals that didn’t 
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F
riday afternoon would have been a 
great day for outdoor sports. The 
radiant sun gleamed in a blue sky 
overlooking the throngs of people 

standing outside. 
Shutting the car door, I heard numerous 

children’s voices echoing across the land-
scape, with the deeper tone of adult voices 
murmuring around them.

Ilah likely would have loved the weather 
and the chatter, running around with her 
friends and family, playing softball, vol-
leyball or basketball. As an only daughter 
she could keep up with her brothers in a 
backyard game of football, too, and loved 
the farm life and all animals that crossed her 
path.

But Friday’s gathering wasn’t a fun 

school activity or family reunion. It was a 

visitation for Ilah Portz, a 12-year-old sixth 

grader at Andrew who passed away follow-

ing a UTV accident April 25.

The beautiful sky and warm sunlight cast 

a deceptively peaceful and serene glow over 

the long line of mourners who patiently 

walked toward Salem Lutheran Church to 

express their sympathies to Ilah’s parents, 

Tony and Valerie. By long, I mean a line 

that stretched for a full city block and con-

sistently remained that length for most of 

the four-hour visitation.

The sound of dozens of children’s voices? 

It brought the immediate realization that 

this wasn’t a typical visitation — it was for 

a child, a daughter, a sister, a classmate, a 

teammate, a granddaughter. It immediately 

evoked tears.

There’s nothing, absolutely nothing, that 

kelly gerlach
News Editor
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Embrace life — there are no guarantees

(above) karlynn mcdonald mans the cash 
register as the proprietor of the clothing store in 
RichTown, an annual “destination” for first-grade 
students inside Cardinal Elementary School in 
Maquoketa. Students practice their math and 
budgeting skills as they get their first taste of 
paying for the entertainment, food, or education 
they want. Known as the KidTown each year 
until students give it a unique name, the civics 
lesson has been a Cardinal staple for more 
than 25 years. (left) cardinal youths stored 
money from their sales and services inside 
plastic containers and cash registers. For more 
richTown photos, please turn to page B16.
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GRoWING LeADeRS
Cardinal first-graders gain experience running their own town


