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Utility
bills
rising
Manager: Maquoketa needs 
funds to pay for future projects

U of I students 
envision 
kiln upgrades

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Maquoketa residents will see their various 
utility bills increase incrementally every year 
to help pay for state and federally mandated 
facility upgrades.

Maquoketa City 
Council members 
last week approved 
the third and final 
readings of three 
ordinances that will 
effectively raise 
water, storm water, 
and sewer bills.

All three bills 
will increase by 
7.5% for two years 
starting July 1. A 
3% increase goes into effect July 1, 2024, 
and every year thereafter to account for 
cost of living, according to Maquoketa City 
Manager Josh Boldt.

The change in fees pertains to all who use 
the city’s services as a way to distribute the 
impact on large businesses and not only resi-
dents and families, Boldt wrote in a summary 
to the council.

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Visions of a more eye-catching, stabi-
lized Hurstville Lime Kilns danced in the 
heads of Bonnie Mitchell and Jack Willey of 
the Jackson County 
Historical Society, 
which owns the 
kilns. 

Those visions 
included platforms 
with glass floors 
built atop the kilns 
so visitors could 
look inside, a walk-
ing trail to circum-
navigate the kilns 
property, more park-
ing, and structure 
stabilization of the 
limestone walls connecting the kilns, the 
rock-crusher structure, and what remains of 
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SOAP FOR HOPE
Youth philanthropy group mixes 1,000 of detergent for food pantries

Youths 
packed

about 450 
baggies with 

homemade 
detergent.

Boxes of 
multiple
cleaning 
agents filled 
bowls inside 
Boyer Hall.

Karter Yarolim 
adds essential 
oil to the 
detergent 
mixture to 
improve its 
scent before 
handing off 
the bowl to 
Trevor Klein. 
About a dozen 
Philanthropy 
Board members 
from across 
Jackson County 
participated.

Katie Peterson, right, pours a cup filled with newly made 
detergent into a baggie held by Mariah Hueneke. Baggies 
were filled with a measured mix of powdered cleaning 
agents, bagged, with a plastic spoon inserted before being 
sealed and delivered.
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Claire Dunne, left, and Rissa Yaddof, both PBnJ (Philanthropy Board of Jackson County) members, chat as 
they empty boxes of baking soda and borax into stainless-steel bowls. They were only a couple of the ingredients 
combined to make homemade laundry detergent. The group donated the 1,000 or so pounds of detergent to food 
pantries in Jackson County. 


