
School board 
sweetens early 
retirement offer
By SARA MILLHOUSE
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

Maquoketa schools will offer an early 
retirement incentive to offset potential bud-
get shortfalls.

The school board voted Jan. 2 to offer an 
early retirement incentive of 75 percent of the 
retiree’s salary, spread out over three years.

Last year only one teacher and a handful 
of other staff took an early retirement incentive 

The Jackson County Cattlemen will hold 
its annual banquet Saturday, Jan. 12, in 
Pearson Memorial Center on the Jackson 
County Fairgrounds. 

Ribeye steaks and a catered meal will be 
served beginning at 5 p.m. The meal will 
be followed by a short business meeting 
and crowning of the new beef ambassadors, 
queen and princess. 

The public is 
encouraged to 
attend for food and 
music during the 
meal. Tickets cost 
$20 each.

2018 Jackson 
County Beef 
Princess Kesley 
Holdgrafer, daugh-
ter of Gary and 
Lisa Holdgrafer of 
Bryant, will be crowned queen for 2019. She 
is a sophomore at Northeast High School. 

2018 Junior Ambassador Brett Schoenherr, 
son of Randal and Jennifer Schoenherr 

Beef 
banquet 
Jan. 12
Royalty to be crowned 
after public ribeye meal
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Water feature, basketball 
court may open in June

By kELLY GERLAcH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The parts have arrived, and children should 
enjoy them sometime this June.

The plumbing and fixtures for the Norton 
Park Splash Pad and basketball court in Delmar 
should be installed sometime after the frost 
leaves the ground, according to members of 
Delmar Development. The group of volunteers 
operates under the mission “Small Town, Big 
Vision” and acquired about $100,000 in grants 
and donations for the park improvement project.

“The plumbing and fixtures are here in town 

and will be ready to go come spring,” said mem-
ber Steve Jebsen.

The splash pad will be family-friendly, hand-
icap-accessible, and is meant to draw fami-
lies to the small town on the Jackson/Clinton 
County line. The splash pad will be a paved area 
where water would shoot up from the ground or 
other above-ground formation when a person 
approached it. 

The plumbing and equipment will take about 
10 days to three weeks to install, Jebsen said.

The regulation-size basketball court will take 
about a day to prepare if enough volunteers help.

A grand opening for the new amenities could 
come as early as the second week in June, mem-
bers said.

contributed graphic

The computerized drawing shows the splash pad that the volunteer group 
Delmar Development will build at Norton Park in Delmar. The group also 
will build a regulation-size basketball court there.SPLASH PAd | page 17

RETIREMENT  | page 2

MSP photos by Sara Millhouse and Brooke Taylor

Rian Meyeres and his son, Tyler Meyeres, stand inside Maquoketa Fire Station. Tyler is the department’s first 
high school recruit under a new program implemented by the department.

By SARA MILLHOUSE
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

Tyler Meyeres was just walking into 
Wal-Mart on his first day on call as a 
probationary high school member of the 
Maquoketa volunteer fire department. 

“This would be an interesting time 
for a call,” he remembers thinking.

That’s when his pager went off for 
the first time, and Meyeres was called 
to a fully engulfed machine shed fire on 
Highway 64 west of Maquoketa.

Meyeres immediately got to help on 

a hose line, though he would not have 
been allowed to fight the fire inside. 

“It was quite a first experience,” he 
said. “I don’t want to say it was enjoy-
able, but it just affirmed that this is 
what I want to do with the rest of my 
life.”

Meyeres plans to attend Iowa State 
University this fall to study criminal 
justice or political science. He hopes to 
volunteer on a nearby volunteer force 
during college if possible, and after 
college, he wants to become a full-time 
firefighter. 

“I want to continue being involved in 
firefighting professionally for the rest 
of my life,” he said. “Thirty years from 
now, I want to do something that allows 
me to make a difference, to have been 
true to myself and be proud of myself, 
and this meets my criteria.”

Meyeres is Maquoketa Fire 
Department’s first high school recruit. 
As such, he’s a probationary member. 
He goes through the same training as 
other firefighters. 

He has some restrictions on his fire-

MEYERES  | page 2

Senior Meyeres sees fighting fires as future vocation

Rolls of 
hoses are 
tools of the 
firefighting 
trade.

Parts arrive for Delmar splash pad


