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Jail
group
takes
break
Jail commitee on hiatus until  
supervisors devise new plan

Platt Street
insight sought

By KellY GeRlACh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

They say they are worn out after spending 
more than two years working on jail plans 
that twice failed to capture enough votes to 
pass.

So, members of 
the Jackson County 
Jail Advisory 
Committee will go 
on hiatus until the 
county Board of 
Supervisors decides 
its next move.

What is that next, 
best move? 

No one knows, 
but the supervisors 
will meet with jail 
builder John Hansen 
Tuesday morning to 
discuss the possibil-
ities.

The jail advisory committee met 
Wednesday night, eight days after Jackson 
County voters rejected a second jail bond 
referendum to build a $6.495 million jail on 
vacant property north of Wal-Mart. Although 
57 percent of voters approved the measure, it 
needed 60 percent to pass.

By KellY GeRlACh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The reconstruction of Platt Street in 
Maquoketa may be more than a year away, 
but the planning and design phase is already 
in progress.

The public is encouraged to attend an 
open house to learn more about the project 
Monday, Aug. 19, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 
Maquoketa City Hall, 201 E. Pleasant St. No 
formal presentation will be given, so people 
can come and go at their leisure.

The open house is a “fact-finding and 
listening” event, according to Jim Harbaugh, 
principal landscape architect for Bolton & 
Menk, the engineering company in charge of 
the reconstruction project.

John hAnSen
“We need to provide 
what’s necessary for 
the future of Jackson 
County. … We just 

have to find the right 
combination.”
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FAir
SuCCESS!

MSP photo by Kelly Gerlach

McKenna Brown, a member of the Monmouth Co-Ed 4-H club, and her father Stacy Brown await their turn 
in front of the camera after their heifer was named Reserve Champion Crossbred Market Heifer and Reserve 
Champion Market Heifer. See how Jackson County 4-H and FFA members placed at the fair by turning to the 2019 
Jackson County Fair Highlights section inside this issue. The 36-page section includes photos of champion and 
reserve champion livestock and showmanship winners, indoor exhibitors and presentation winners and clothing 
exhibitors, as well as candid photos of the kids and their families hard at work. The section also features area 
advertisers who continue to support the youths in their fair endeavors.
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Following is a roundup of state 
government and Capitol news items 
of interest:

Dry weather previsions 
prevail

A second consecutive month of 
below-normal precipitation in iowa 
has about 36 percent of the state 
rated as abnormally dry, accord-
ing to the latest Water Summary 
update prepared by officials in the 
state’s agriculture, natural resources 
and homeland security/emergency 
management agencies and the u.S. 

Geological Survey. 
July averaged 3.35 inches of rain-

fall around the state, which was 1.15 
inches below normal, according to 
the survey. June and July together 
were 2.3 inches below normal for 
rainfall, but officials said the past 12 
months nonetheless were the fourth 
wettest on record. 

“it seems surprising that after 
the wet winter and spring that we 
would be thinking about drought 
conditions, but recent dryness has 
pushed parts of the state in that 
direction,” said Tim Hall, the iowa 
Department of Natural resources’ 
coordinator of hydrology resources. 

“So far, streamflow and shallow 
groundwater are at normal levels, 
but we will continue to monitor 
those conditions.” 

iowa temperatures last month 
averaged 75.1 degrees, or 1.5 
degrees above normal, ranking this 
as the 51st warmest July. A review 
of iowa’s water resource trends 
can be found at www.iowadnr.gov/
watersummaryupdate.

Roberts gets judgeship
Gov. Kim reynolds announced 

Monday she has appointed Tamra 
roberts of Tipton as a district court 

One-third of Iowa abnormally dry
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