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Fair faces decision; doctors 
still skeptical of reopening

Sheriff 
hopefuls 
debate 
nepotism

Project gets 
$300k loan 
from county

By KellY GerlaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Charges of nepotism have become a cam-
paign issue in the race for Jackson County 
sheriff.

During a KMAQ radio interview last week, 
Brendan Zeimet, Maquoketa’s assistant chief 
of police and a Democrat candidate for sher-
iff, accused his primary opponent, Jackson 
County Chief Deputy Steve Schroeder, of 
benefiting from being the brother-in-law of 
Sheriff Russ Kettmann.

Zeimet also pointed out that Schroeder’s 
nephew, Corey Kettmann, Russ Kettmann’s 
son, is a deputy, and said he has heard 
that Schroeder plans to promote the younger 
Kettmann if he becomes sheriff.

Schroeder countered that he was working 
as a deputy before he married the sister of 
Kettmann’s wife, and that he had not said any-
thing about promoting the younger Kettmann.

Zeimet pointed out that Schroeder was 
promoted to chief deputy after he became 
Kettmann’s brother-in-law.

Democrat voters will choose between 
Schroeder and Zeimet in the June 2 primary. 
The winner will then face the winner of the 
Republican primary, either Joe Veach or Brent 

By KellY GerlaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Working on a four-day deadline, county 
supervisors agreed to lend money to the 
Together We Build committee to cover a 

financing gap and help 
apply for a state grant.

With some reserva-
tions, the Jackson County 
Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously last 
week to lend $300,000 
to the Together We Build 
campaign, which is rais-
ing $2.5 million to build 
an ag learning hub with 

office and conference space and a commer-
cial kitchen. 

The supervisors’ commitment allowed 
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Much of Iowa reopened for busi-
ness Friday as Gov. Kim Reynolds 
said she was confident in hospitals’ 
capacity to handle rising COVID-19 
cases should they occur. 

Meanwhile, an Iowa infectious 
disease doctor said the state is 
reopening too early, but the pub-
lic won’t see the consequences 
until weeks from now because of 
COVID-19’s incubation period. A 
lack of wide-
spread test-
ing and con-
tact tracing 
means the 
state is open-
ing without reliable data to deter-
mine the spread of COVID-19 and 
if rates are declining, said Megan 
Srinivas, an infectious disease phy-
sician in Fort Dodge.

Reynolds announced her decision 
to relax restrictions a day after Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, a top Trump admin-
istration health official, warned 
members of Congress that reopening 
the country too soon could “trigger 
an outbreak that you might not 
be able to control, which, in fact, 
paradoxically, will set you back.”

Some areas of Iowa continue to 
see increases in COVID-19 cases. 
Polk County was identified last 
week as one of the 10 counties in 
the nation with the fastest-growing 
rates of coronavirus.

A record number of Iowans died 
from COVID-19-related deaths 
during the week ending Sunday. 
The state reported 86 people died 
compared with 84 during the previ-
ous week bringing the total number 
to 351 people. 

Here is a recap of key events of 
the past week:

Two potential cases of pediat-
ric illness reported: Iowa’s chief 
medical doctor said Monday two 
potential cases of COVID-19-relat-
ed inflammatory disease have been 
reported in children in Eastern Iowa. 
“The children are stable, and we are 
working to gather more informa-
tion,” said Dr. Caitlin Pedati, Iowa’s 
medical director and epidemiolo-
gist. The state received the reports 
of Multisystem Inflammatory  

Medical experts 
still questioning  
Iowa’s decision 
to ease rules

Rundown  

of week’s 

COVID news
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Michelle lanham honed her direction-giving skills last week at Maquoketa Middle 
School as families drove up to retrieve students’ personal belongings. Staff throughout 
the district emptied lockers, sealing kids’ belongings inside plastic bags and stashing 
them in parents’ trunks.

By nanCY MaYFielD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

On a Saturday several weeks 
ago, the Jackson County 
Transfer station had a custom-
er come through every two and 

a half minutes. 
In the four hours it was 

open, 95 vehicles dumped 
waste that would be loaded 
onto semi-trailers and hauled 
to an Illinois landfill.  

“We are at peak capacity. 

More people are off work and 
are cleaning out their garages 
and houses. Almost every day 
we are setting new records,” 
said Frank Frieberg, director 
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Planning a county fair requires a lot of 
work – and a long checklist – according to 
Lanny Simpson, Jackson County’s long-
time fair manager. 

Preparations for this summer’s fair began 
10 months ago, and the vast majority of big 
decisions have already been made.

Vendors? Check.
Carnival rides? Check
Musical acts? Check.
This year, however, Simpson and her 

crew are facing a heavy dose of uncertainty  
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, which 

Fair manager: ‘How 
do you sanitize the 
handrails and seats?’ 
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Jenifer Mumfrum holds on to Russ Eisenhart 
as they enjoy the merry-go-round at the 2019 
Jackson County Fair.
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Cleanup projects swamp county transfer station


