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Local man
accused
of stealing
$290,000

Moore pleads  
guilty to single 
misdemeanor 

City will be without manager until mid-year

STAFF REPORT
news@mspress.net

A Maquoketa man was arrested last week 
after allegedly stealing almost $300,000 
from his employer. 

Davenport police arrested Dwayne Alan 
Rupp, 57, on Feb. 11 on one count of first-de-
gree theft and one count of ongoing criminal 
activity, according 
to charging docu-
ments.

He was released 
less than three hours 
later after paying a 
$35,000 cash-only 
bond.

Rupp worked 
for LPW-I Inc., an 
industrial contrac-
tor, machine mover 
and fabrication com-
pany in Davenport, when he allegedly stole 
$290,036 from the company between 2013 
and 2018, according to charging documents.

Rupp is accused of having a distributor 
buy items for him under false pretenses, then 
sending the bill to LPW-I for payment, the 
charging documents claim.

A forensic exam of his purchases showed 
Rupp gave fictitious invoices to his employer 
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A former real estate developer and rental 
property owner from Maquoketa was sen-
tenced to three years’ probation for conspir-
ing with a bank vice 
president to lie to a 
bank.

Kenneth Moore, 
65, pleaded guilty to 
one count of conspir-
acy to make a false 
statement to a finan-
cial institution, a mis-
demeanor.

He was sentenced 
to three years’ pro-
bation and ordered 
to pay more than 
$332,000 in restitution to Fidelity Bank & 
Trust in Dubuque. 

Between 2007 and 2009, Moore worked as 
a real estate developer in the area of Dubuque 
and Galena, Illinois. During that time, accord-
ing to charging documents, he conspired with 
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GO ON’

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

As John Heide plowed his field 
one spring day near Fulton, a man 
approached, wanting to talk religion.

Heide eventually quit plowing and 
invited the man inside his home, where 
a quick visit became an afternoon of 
discourse on Joseph Smith and the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. 

Heide’s beliefs — and that of numer-
ous other Jackson County pioneers — 
aligned with the missionary’s, and thus 
in 1860 began Community of Christ 
Church, as told by Heide’s great-grand-
daughter, Judy Tonderum of rural 
Maquoketa.

But some 160 years after that first 
meeting, the church shuttered its doors 
for good.

“We suddenly found ourselves dwin-
dled down to just a handful,” Tonderum 

explained, sitting with the church’s pas-
tor, Carole Kasowski, in a hardbacked 
chair marked to be sold at a two-day sale 
starting March 5. “People moved away, 
their kids moved, they’re aging, they’re 
dying.”

“And the COVID happened,” 
Kasowski added.

Fewer people means less money and 
no way to keep the lights on or the heat 
going, they said.

The congregation numbered well over 
250 in its heyday. Community of Christ 
Church even fared well with 25 active 
members for a decade or more, Kasowski 

160-year-old congregation shutters after 
years of declining attendance, COVID 
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Church member Judy Tonderum and Pastor Carole Kasowski share memories inside the Maquoketa Community 
of Christ Church. The church will close after years of declining attendance. 

The church 
will be selling 
items March 
5-6.

GERALD SMITH

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Maquoketa city staff will likely 
manage the city’s business with-
out a city manager until at least 
mid-year, according to an interim 
transition plan developed by city 
employees.

The city’s finance and personnel 
committees met to further discuss 
the search for a new city manager, 
among other issues, and intend 
to continue to meet  every other 
week. 

According to that transition 
plan, the Maquoketa City Council 
would hire a consultant to direct 

the city manager hiring process in 
April, hire a manager in June, and 
train that person in July.

However, that transition plan 
has not been formally approved by 
the city council and is subject to 
change as the year progresses.

The transition plan became nec-
essary after the council accepted 
Gerald Smith’s resignation earlier 
this month and decided that he 
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Employees will manage city business 
until replacement is hired this summer

‘WE COULDN’T 


