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County fair returns with ‘whole new look’

Blue-9 receives 
county loan, 
helps expansion

Westgate
crossing
to reopen
Construction continues 
eastward along Platt St.
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

West Platt Street paving at Westgate Drive 
should be completed this week, easing travel 
for some motorists and allowing Tschiggfrie 
Excavating crews to progress to new work 
areas.

Recent rains slowed progress slightly, Erin 
Rogers of Tschiggfrie said during the sixth 
Platt Street reconstruction progress meeting 
held July 15. However, storm sewer pipes 
were being installed this week and paving 
was slated to begin. 

With that work completed, the Westgate 
Drive intersection should be completely 
reopened for traffic either by the weekend or 
early next week, Rogers said. 

Paving also should be completed in Phase 
2A — from the alley just west of Main Street 

By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

A local company that manufactures a line 
of pet products will borrow $350,000 from 
the Jackson County Revolving Loan Fund to 
expand its facilities in Maquoketa.

The Jackson County Board of Supervisors 
approved the loan to Blue-9 LLC at its regu-
lar meeting last week. East Central Intergov-
ernmental Association’s Business Growth 
Inc. is the lender, and the money comes from 
the Jackson County Revolving Loan Fund 
(RLF). 

The company expects to create two new 
jobs as a result of the investment. The 
20-year loan has a 2% interest rate. That 
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Enjoy county parade 

Tuesday, July 27

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Two years ago, a record-setting 
50,400 smiling faces filled the 
Jackson County Fairgrounds.

Fair manager Lanny Simpson and 
crew missed all those smiling faces 
last year, when the fair board ulti-
mately decided to cancel the fair to 

mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
Jackson County 4-H and FFA still 

hosted livestock shows and indoor 
exhibits in 2020 with heightened 
health precautions, but there were no 
carnival rides, games, fair food, ven-
dors or other routine fair happenings.

While the fair has a bit of a new 
look this year, Simpson remains 
optimistic that all those smiling faces 
will return in droves, filling the fair-
grounds with fun again in 2021.

The rides, games, food, livestock, 
music, new experiences and favorite 

traditions return to the fairgrounds in 
Maquoketa July 25-Aug. 1. 

“There’s going to be a whole new 
look to the fair this year,” Simpson 
said. 

A new horse arena put into use 
last year opened space near the 
west entrance to the grounds. That’s 
where the implements will now set 
up. Food vendors and a new grand-
stand ticket booth will be in that area 
as well.
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By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

A white van carrying a special pas-
senger rolled slowly down Swagosa 
Drive in Maquoketa July 13. 

Cal Notz, 2, was finally coming 
home after almost eight weeks in 
an Iowa City hospital battling a rare 
strain of E. coli. 

His parents, Matt at the wheel and 
Nichole in the passenger seat, waved 
to the dozens of friends and neighbors 
who staged a welcome home parade 

of sorts, lining 
the street on 
both sides to 
welcome Cal 
home. 

Adults 
clapped and 
cheered, children 
held homemade 
signs and blew 
on kazoos, and 
colorful balloons 
hanging from 
tree branches 
wafted in the 
light breeze as 
Matt brought the 
van to a stop in 
front of the Notz 
home. 

“It’s a great day,” he said upon 
disembarking. Cal’s older brothers, 
Bradyn, 11, and Asher, 6, were the 
first to greet him.

It was a joyful homecoming, 
Nichole said in a phone conversation 
Wednesday after having spent the first 
night at home with all five family 
members under the same roof since 
May 23 when Cal was hospitalized. 
Matt and Nichole were at his side 

WELCOME HOME, CAL
After almost eight 
weeks in an Iowa 
City hospital,  
2-year-old boy met 
by cheering crowd
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(Above) Cal Notz smiles as he prepares to 
blow on a kazoo presented to him by one of 
the dozens of people who came to celebrate 
his return home July 13 after almost two 
months of hospitalization for complications from 
a rare strain of E. Coli. (Left) Brightly colored 
balloons added to the festive mood Tuesday 
afternoon as friends, family and neighbors 
celebrated Cal’s release from the University of 
Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital. 
MSP photos by Brooke taylor

“There’s so much 
I want to say to 
everybody. We 

are overwhelmed 
by all the love 
from all of the 

community. I’m 
not from here, but 

I’ve always felt 
very loved and 

welcomed.

— Nichole Notz

Thank You!

Country 
music 
artist 
Trace 
Adkins will 
headline 
the 2021 
Jackson 
County Fair 
July 31.
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