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Engineer
interviews 
under way
Platt Street reconstruction 
could begin in 2021

by KeLLY GeRLaCH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Interviewing engineers puts the city of 
Maquoketa one step closer to reconstructing 
Platt Street in 2021-22.

A committee of city, county and other 
experts on May 2 
pared down a list 
of applicants vying 
to become the engi-
neering consultant 
on the project. Next 
week on May 23, 
the committee will 
conduct face-to-face 
interviews with the 
three finalists before 
hiring one, accord-
ing to Maquoketa 
Public Works Director Frank Ellenz.

After the consultant is hired, “that will 
really get the ball rolling on the street proj-
ect,” Ellenz said.

FRanK eLLenZ
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Despite rain, Maquoketans 

showed up to give city parks 

a facelift over weekend

LookINg
SuMMEr
FrESh

Local 
business 

owner tom 
Schueller 

volunteered 
time to 

help install 
chainlink 

fencing at the 
Grove Street 

ballparks.

abbi 
Strathman 
and other 
club hOpe 
members 
spent their 
Saturday 
morning 
picking up 
sticks at 
Horseshoe 
Pond.

MSP photos by brooke taylor

Renee Cook, 9, volunteered her time Saturday morning to help spruce up local city parks during the second 
annual Citywide Cleanup Day hosted by Maquoketa Hometown Pride. More than 60 volunteers of all ages braved 
rainy drizzle all day to paint benches and playground equipment at six parks across Maquoketa. Others painted 
dugouts. Some people helped install new chain-link fence at area ballparks. Maquoketa Public Works also picked up 
household disposal items from about 50 residents who had pre-registered for the service. 

County plans 
future facilities
Smith: DHS could move 
into Penrose right away

humming Arrow opens in Preston
Boutique is first clothing 
store in town for decades

by SaRa MILLHouSe
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

When the cut ribbon fell at 
humming Arrow boutique May 2, 
city leaders cheered. retail wom-
en’s clothing returned to Preston 
after a 30-year absence, according 

to a press release by mayor richard 
Betts.

humming Arrow is prominently 
located on Preston’s main commer-
cial street, right across from City 
hall.

Nicki Smith, 31, is the owner 
and proprietor of the women’s bou-
tique, which features fun, classy 
and easy style, from overalls to 
leopard prints to clothing with a 
boho or a Western flair.

The business itself isn’t new: 
humming Arrow started online 
and moved into an enclosed trailer 
at Smith’s home north of Sabula. 
Smith took the trailer to pop-up 
vendor shows and events such as 
the Jackson County Pro rodeo, 
which she says she’ll continue to 
attend.

At Preston’s holiday festival 

by SaRa MILLHouSe
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

With the Penrose building off the table as 
the site of a future Jackson County Jail, the 
empty building could house the Department 
of human Services.

County Auditor Alisa Smith told the coun-
ty supervisors May 7 that the Jackson County 
DhS could move into the Penrose property 
immediately if the supervisors approved the 
use.

Smith toured the building with a DhS 
supervisor and reported that “they’re all on 
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nicki Smith is the owner of Humming Arrow, which recently 
moved from out of her home to a prominent Preston storefront 
across from City Hall.


