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Jackson County supervisors are sec-
ond-guessing plans to hold a third jail refer-
endum in March, after some people Monday 
night argued that the public won’t approve 
a jail projected to cost more and with fewer 
beds than the previ-
ous proposal.

The second 
bond referendum 
for $6.495 million 
failed in August. It 
would have built 
a 74-bed jail at a 
site near Wal-Mart, 
with the help of a 
$300,000 donation.

The latest plan 
eliminates the 
expansion, keep-
ing the jail to 50 
beds. It also pro-
poses a different 
location, the corner 
of Maple Street and 
Jacobsen Drive in 
Maquoketa’s industrial park.

But material costs have increased signifi-
cantly since the August vote, and bids for 
the nearby Delaware County jail came back 
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Motorists may be able to stop in Maquoketa 
and recharge their batteries – literally and 
mentally. 

Maquoketa Municipal Electric Utility 
Director Chris Krogman asked the Maquoketa 
City Council for a designated parking space 
in exchange for installing an electric vehicle 
charger in one of the downtown parking lots 
— possibly at no cost to the city.

Krogman needed the city’s assent 
before applying for a grant from the Iowa 
Department of Transportation. In 2016, the 
Environmental Protection Agency filed a 
complaint alleging Volkswagen violated 
the federal Clean Air Act. The IDOT grant  
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LET’S GET ROWDy
Cardinal girls team demands attention with 8-2 record

LARRY MCdEVItt
“We’ve kicked this can 
back and forth for two 

years. I think we’ve  
got a good plan. …  

I think we need to take  
it forward, and if not,  

we let it go, and we shut 
this down, and we  

live with it.”

MSP photos by Harv Hansen

the Maquoketa High School student cheering section goes wild after a made basket Tuesday night during the 
girls basketball game against Beckman Catholic. Dane Elmegreen, shown in the center wearing a black hat, was 
the first-ever “Fan of the Game,” a new honor given by the Maquoketa Athletic Boosters. For his cheering efforts, 
Elmegreen won a $5 McDonald’s gift card donated by Ultimate Chiropractic Health Center.

(Above) The Maquoketa Cardinals’ bench, from left, 
MacKenzie Said, Jackie Miller, Madi Lemke, Tenley Cavanagh, 

and coach Ray Cavanagh, cheer for the girls basketball players 
on the court after they made a basket against Beckman Catholic 

Tuesday night. (Right) Autumn dykstra drives to the basket 
between multiple Beckman Catholic defenders to score two 

of her team-high 19 points Tuesday night in Maquoketa. The 
Cardinal girls basketball team sported an 8-2 season record 

heading into Friday night’s game against Benton. 
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IT’s TAx TIMe!
Find out who can help 
you crunch the numbers


