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Virus hits local care facilities

country life
A glimpse of rural life in Jackson  
and Clinton counties Sections B & c

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The coronavirus pandem-
ic reached outbreak stage at two 
Maquoketa long-term care centers 
and an assisted-living facility.

Crestridge and Maquoketa Care 
Center reported COVID-19 out-
breaks, according to Sarah Hobbs, 
community health nurse with 
Jackson and Clinton County Public 

Health.
An outbreak at a long-term care 

facility is defined as having three or 
more residents or staff who tested 
positive for COVID-19.

“With Jackson County’s high 
positivity rate and community 

spread of the virus, it is easier to 
have outbreaks occur in (long-term 
care facilities),” Hobbs said last 
week, when the county’s positiv-
ity rate measured just over 30%. 
“Jackson County’s (long-term 
care facilities) are working hard to 
curtail the outbreaks and prevent 
them.”

Crestridge and Maquoketa Care 
Center administrators did not 
respond by press time to multiple 
attempts for comment.

In a COVID-19 update sent  
to family members on Friday, 

sARAH HoBBs
“Jackson County’s 

(long-term care facilities) 
are working hard to 
curtail the outbreaks 
and prevent them.”

Jackson puts mask 
mandate in place
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Wear a mask in public. It’s required.
That’s the new message from the Jackson 

County Board of Supervisors, which unani-
mously approved a countywide mask mandate 
effective Nov. 17.

The county resolution requires everyone age 
3 and older to wear a face covering in public, 
interior spaces and outdoor spaces if they cannot 
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n Walmart reopens after 
temporary CoVid closure
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By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

A pager sounds.
Ambulance needed. Man weak, short of 

breath, chest pains.
No response.
A second page reiterates the call for emer-

gency medical services.
No response.
A third call finally reaches an emergency 

medical technician (EMT) who heads to the 
scene.

The delay or lack of response slows 
the response time, especially if an outside 
emergency medical service must be called 
in, according to Bob Lane, one of Jackson 
County’s dispatchers who are in charge of 
sending out emergency personnel.

The scenario repeats itself more frequently 
lately in Jackson County as the number of 
volunteer emergency medical service (EMS) 
personnel dwindles. 

Volunteer EMS services such as Bellevue 

Jackson County faces critical shortage of EMS volunteers
Learn to save lives
What: Emergency medical 
technician (EMT) training 
classes

When: 6-10 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Thursday,  
Dec. 4-March 30

instructor: Ryan Conley, 
Jackson County emergency 
medical services coordinator

for more information: 
Contact Conley at  
rconley@co.jackson.ia.ussHoRtAGE | page 12
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Bellevue Emergency medical service members Max Reed, left, and Greg Schulte stand with the rig and 
equipment they often use when responding to emergency calls. They are among Bellevue’s 22 volunteer emergency 
medical technicians, but the number of EMTs in Jackson County and across the nation are severely diminishing.

in Short SuPPly

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The Maquoketa City Council acted quick-
ly to award a contract after a bid came in 
more than $2 million under project estimates.

Last week the city hired Tschiggfrie 
Excavating Co. of Dubuque to complete 
the Platt Street reconstruction project. The 
engineer’s report 
projected the project 
to cost $12.75 mil-
lion. Tschiggfrie bid 
$10.71 million.

It’s a deal the city 
couldn’t pass up, 
according to Mayor 
Don Schwenker.

“It’s a very attrac-
tive bid and I don’t 
want to lose it,” 
Schwenker told the 
council.

The resurfacing 
project encompasses 
both sides of Platt 
Street from Highway 61 to Highway 62. The 
project includes, among other things, new 
sidewalks, underground fiber optic cable, 
and new water and sewer infrastructure.

The city expects construction to begin in 
April 2021. Preliminary plans call for the 
entire project to be completed in two phases 
between 2021 and 2022, beginning on the 
west side of Maquoketa at Highway 61.

According to the contract, Highway 64 
should be reopened with no detours over the 
winter of 2021-22.

The city received a $6.2 million loan 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development to pay for water, sewer 
and storm water projects that are part of the 

city hires
contractor
for Platt
project

don 
sCHWEnKER

“It’s a very attractive  
bid and I don’t want  

to lose it.”
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Crestridge, Maquoketa Care 
Center dealing with outbreak


