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Changing a street name could cause paper-
work hassles and expenses for some Jackson 
County residents. Not changing it could 
slow progress for the new hospital and cause 
delays and confusion for local emergency 
response vehicles.

As a result, a 
split Maquoketa 
City Council reject-
ed Jackson County 
Regional Health 
Center’s applica-
tion to change the 
name of 17th Street 
to Hospital Drive. 

C o u n c i l m e n 
Ronald Horan Jr., 
Kevin Kuhlman 
and Mark Lyon 
opposed the mea-
sure while Jacob Baker, Erica Barker and 
Jessica Kean voted for it. 

Mayor Don Schwenker implored the 
council to reconsider its decision during a 
future meeting.

“This has legal ramifications to the hos-
pital,” the mayor said. “We have given 
the opinion, or at least the illusion, to the 
hospital that we indeed supported the name 
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A Sabula man died after crashing the 

motorcycle he was riding Saturday night.

John Cole Jr., 52, was thrown from his 

motorcycle after he drove it into the ditch 

and struck an embankment, according to an 

accident report filed by the Iowa State Patrol. 

The accident occurred at 6:29 p.m. at the 

intersection of 114th Street and Highway 52 

near Miles.

An ambulance took Cole to Jackson 

County Regional Health Center. Cole later 

was pronounced dead. 

Cole’s motorcycle left the road for 

unknown reasons, according to the accident 

report. The accident remains under investiga-

tion by the Iowa State Patrol.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, area 

fire department and emergency medical ser-

vice assisted.
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Petunias, cone flowers, daisies and black-eyed Susans along Maquoketa’s Main Street received a bit of a  
haircut recently. Jackson County Master Gardener Doris Currier snipped the dead heads off the numerous  
flowers growing in planters up and down the main thoroughfare to promote new plant growth heading into fall. 
Currier reminded fellow pruners to cut back their plants to just behind the dead flower head to make sure new 
growth has somewhere to go and plenty of nutrients to expand.

Alaskan Adventure
Local boys travel to 
Alaska on 18-day trip
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Lane Stender and Ryan Risinger, both 16, 
made the most of their summer vacation.

The local teens joined a group of students 
who were given the opportunity to adven-
ture through Denali National Park and 
Reserve in Alaska in June. 

The boys traveled to Alaska with 
Renewable World Energies, an organization 
that has taken other local students, including 
Maquoketa Middle School students, on a 
trip to the untouched Isle Royale on Lake 
Superior. 

Stender was in a different group than 
Risinger and hiked through the back country 
in Denali. Both boys spent their trip hiking 
through high brush in the Denali Mountains, 
traveling to part of the Arctic Circle, and 
exploring local Alaskan towns. 

Members of Risinger’s group spent 
their time hiking and exploring through 
the Denali National Park and touring local 
areas.  

Risinger said that one of the most inter-
esting experiences was exploring Wonder 
Lake campground, which is the closest 
campground to the Denali mountain. 

Over the 18-day trip, the two  expe-
rienced a bevy of new things, including 
watching sled dogs train, learning how to 

Contributed photo

Lane Stender snapped this photo 
while hiking through the back country of 
Alaska. ALASKA | page 2


