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Platt Street makeover to begin by May
Removing old bridge 
abutment will ease 
bridge waterflow issues

By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Maquoketa will undergo a myriad of 
infrastructure projects in the next cou-
ple years — from street reconstruction 
and a new bridge to alleviating storm 
water issues.

Maquoketa’s Public Works 
Committee received an update on these 
projects and more last week, including 
tentative plans for a Platt Street recon-
struction kickoff meeting April 29.

Erin Rogers of Tschiggfrie 
Excavating in Dubuque, the Platt 
Street project’s contractor, said the 
company hopes to begin moving dirt 
the last week of April or the first week 
of May. The project will take two 
years, city officials said.

The City of Maquoketa, IIW 

Engineers, Tschiggfrie and other 
involved entities tentatively plan to 
hold a project kickoff meeting April 
29 at a time to be determined. After 
that initial meeting, which is open 
to the public, progress meetings will 
be scheduled for the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. The meetings 
will be recorded and aired on social 
media and local cable access so the 
public can view them.

The work was originally expected to 
begin in April, but IIW delayed it for 

about a month to address and revise 
some conflicts in the plans, according 
to Andy Goedken of IIW. 

The estimated $13.2 million Platt 
Street reconstruction project encom-
passes both sides of Platt Street from 
Highway 61 to Highway 62, bisect-
ing the city of Maquoketa. The proj-
ect includes, among other things, new 
sidewalks, underground fiber optic 
cable, paving, and new water and 

Chamber
seeks new
director
McCartt leaves job
to accept new position
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Maquoketa livestock sales conducted its final auction Saturday. The auction barn was owned by Bob Larkey, who 
died in December. The operation, along with other properties and equipment, is scheduled to be sold at auction. 
Members of Larkey’s family said they hope that new owners will continue to run the facility as an auction barn. 
Above, Kathy Ihrig, an employee of the auction barn, hugs Robin Krogman, one of Larkey’s four children, as other 
employees and family members talk in the background before the start of the auction.

FINAL SALE
Maquoketa Livestock Sales says goodbye after four decades
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Maquoketa native hiking  

the Pacific Coast Trail

By nancY MaYFIEld
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

Korey Schepers has always loved 
to hike and be outside. 

And for six months this year, 
she’ll be doing a lot of that as she 

covers 2,650 miles, traverses three 
states, and wears out countless 
pairs of hiking boots on the Pacific 
Crest Trail (PCT). 

The 26-year-old Maquoketa 
native began her journey from 
the southern terminus of the trail 
March 29, just days after spending 
her birthday on a San Diego beach 
while gearing up for the physically 

demanding trip that requires quite 
a bit of planning — from mapping 
water stops and re-supply points to 
carefully choosing what to pack. 

“I spent maybe three weeks to 
a month trying to figure out my 
pack weight,” said Schepers, who 
is the daughter of Daryl and Kerry 
Schepers. 

‘SOMETHING REMARKABLE’
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Maquoketa 
native korey 
schepers 
embarked on 
“something 
remarkable,” 
a 2,650-mile 
hiking trip on 
the Pacific 
Crest Trail. 
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Wendy McCartt announced she is leav-
ing her role as the executive director of the 
Maquoketa Area Chamber of Commerce 
next month for a new position. 

McCartt intends to help facilitate a smooth 
transition at the chamber, and after that, 
she will become the 
general manager 
of The Observer in 
DeWitt.

“It has been a 
pleasure and honor 
to serve as the exec-
utive director of 
the chamber. I have 
truly enjoyed serv-
ing our members, 
and collaborating 
with partners on the 
many projects that 
are happening in and around Maquoketa,” 
McCartt said. “My decision to leave was not 
easy. I value the relationships that have been 
made in my three years with our chamber, 
and I am grateful for the support of our mem-
bers, and leadership from our board.” 

The chamber board wishes her well.
“We’re extremely happy for Wendy,” said 

Tim Cottle, chamber board president and 
business solutions consultant for Eastern 
Iowa Community Colleges. “The leader-
ship she provided us over the last several 
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