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The Rundles interpret 
country life through fi lm
By DON WENTWORTH
news@mspress.net

R
esponsibility. It’s a mandatory 
and key component in every 
fi lm created by Fourth Wall 
Films of Moline, Illinois. Kelly 
and Tammy Rundle, husband 

and wife owners, operate the company from 
their home, but their work takes them all 
over the country. 

Those cross-country trips have includ-
ed stops in Jackson, Clinton and Dubuque 
counties, where they fi lmed scenes for their 
regional Emmy-nominated documentary 
“Country School: One Room — One Na-
tion” and “The Barn Raisers.”

The “Country School” documentary 
featured interviews at North Bend Com-
munity Center, formerly Fairfi eld No. 2, 
near Spragueville. “The Barn Raisers” tells 
the story of barns in the Upper Midwest by 
examining them through the lens of archi-
tecture.

 When asked why their focus was the Mid-
west, Tammy replied, “There are amazing lit-
tle stories buried in the soil of the Midwest.”

The award-winning fi lmmakers have 
explored diverse subjects – from country 
schools, to murder mysteries, social issues, 
Native American culture and historical 
events that shaped the nation. In all of their 
15 fi lms, the hallmark has been intensive 
research. Kelly stressed the importance of 
“getting the details right.”

“We are telling the story of a person 

whose voice can no longer be heard,” Kelly 
said. “Historians are advocates for the dead.”

Natives of the Midwest, movies and 
fi lm have always been a part of their lives. 
Kelly’s dad had an interest in cameras, and 
let the budding fi lmmaker practice his craft 
at an early age. Kelly made his fi rst Super 8 
fi lm in the 7th grade with three friends. 

Tammy’s family loved the movies and 
spent many hours at the local drive-in, and 
watching them on television. Kelly’s pref-
erence was adventure fi lms, while Tammy 
liked scary movies. 

After meeting in college, the couple 
quickly discovered many mutual interests, 
including storytelling. Kelly’s enthusiasm for 
fi lm and Tammy’s passion for writing, dove-
tailed naturally into each other. Their fi rst 
project together was a Super 8 documentary 
on the kids in a dance class Tammy taught.

Moving to Los Angeles in 1989, Kelly 
worked for the International Theatrical 
Division of Sony Pictures Entertainment® 
(Columbia-TriStar Films) in Culver City, 
California and in advertising for Deutsch LA 
in Los Angeles.

Tammy – a published poet who at the age 
of 12 co-wrote a Nancy Drew-esque story 
now included in the Mildred Benson col-
lection at the University of Iowa Women’s 
Archives – worked in advertising for Los 

Angeles Magazine.
In the mid-1980s, while in the Quad Cities 

for Kelly to run the Bix, the Rundles saw Dr. 
Edgar Epperly doing an interview on Paula 
Sands Live about the 1912 Villisca Iowa 
axe murders. This inspired them to produce 
the documentary “Villisca: Living with a 
Mystery” which was released in 2004. The 

fi lm explored not only the murders, but also 
how they were still deeply affecting the town 
92 years later. Produced while they were still 
living in Los Angeles, the fi lm was hailed by 
one critic as “The best movie ever made in 
the genre.” This early success led to a three-
part project about the Ioway tribes, which 
started fi lming the next year.

Creating these documentaries is not easy. 
The Rundles employ a fi ve-step process: 
development, pre-production, production, 
post-production, and distribution, for every 
project. The process consumes about two 
years from start to fi nish for each – some-
times longer.

“The most diffi cult part in making fi lms is 
raising the money,” Kelly said.

Moving to Moline in 2007, the duo con-
tinued working and were introduced to Jack-
son County, Iowa, in June 2009 with the fi rst 
day of fi lming “Country School: One Room, 
One Nation” at the North Bend Schoolhouse 
Historic Site near Spragueville. Former stu-
dents such as the late Richard Ganzer, who 
was instrumental in preserving and restoring 
the school, appeared in the fi lm.

“It was one of the most wonderful fi lming 
experiences we have had,” Tammy recalled. 
“The school’s restoration story is inspiring.” 

The couple concluded “Country School” 
with the restoration of the bell tower at the 
former Emeline schoolhouse.

This began a long and close relationship 
with the people and places here. Mem-
bers from North Bend have assisted in 
the production of other Rundle-produced 
fi lms, such as “The Barn Raisers,” and they 
appeared as extras in “Sons & Daughters of 
Thunder.”

“A community forms around each project. 
Friendships develop which endure beyond 
the project,” Tammy said. “Projects meld 
together. It’s a gift that keeps on giving.”

The Rundles returned to mine the fertile 
history of Jackson County while fi lming 
“The Barn Raisers” in 2016. Several local 
barns and their owners were featured in this 
fi lm, as well as vintage photographs provid-
ed by local residents.

The Rundles currently are celebrating the 
release and great success of “Sons & Daugh-
ters of Thunder,” and have several projects 
in various stages of development.

As for the future, Kelly said, “We hope to 
fi nd the resources needed to continue to tell 
forgotten but important Midwestern stories. 
We also hope our fi lms will continue to 
make a difference one person at a time.”
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Quality...
is like buying hay

If you want nice, clean, 
fresh hay you must pay 
a fair price. However, if 
you can be satisfied with 
hay that has already been 
through the horse.....

that comes a little cheaper.
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Film-making pair Kelly and Tammy Rundle spent time traveling the midwest to 
tell stories of one-room schoolhouses and old barns, among other tales.


