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Essential 
workers 
are next
Frontline health workers 
vaccinated last week

Sheriff: No one is above the law
By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

New Jackson County Sheriff 

Brent Kilburg said ensuring all 

citizens are treated equally and 

fairly under the law will be a top 

priority for his department. 

Kilburg said he plans to ensure 

that by reviewing policies and 

procedures, implementing stan-

dard protocols, enhancing com-

munication, increasing training 

– and by setting an example with 

his own conduct.

In an interview with the 

Maquoketa Sentinel-Press last 

week, Kilburg said he plans 

to build relationships with the 

existing staff and develop a “new 

culture” while focusing on the 

future, not the past.

 “I feel there might be a cul-

ture change we might have to 

steer,” but any changes would be 
gradual, he said.

Kilburg was joined in the inter-
view by Jim Kraker, 58, whom 
he plans to hire as chief deputy. 

Kraker’s appointment 
was expected to be approved 
Tuesday morning at the Board 
of Supervisors meeting, after the 
Sentinel-Press deadline.

After getting to know sheriff’s 

By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

A Bellevue man with 
more than three decades 
of law enforcement expe-
rience was expected to 
be appointed Jackson 
County chief deputy sher-

iff Tuesday morning.
Jim Kraker, 58, was 

tapped for the position by 
Sheriff Brent Kilburg. The 
Jackson County Board of 
Supervisors was scheduled 
to act on the appointment 

Maquoketa 
joins CTE  
expansion

By NaNcY MaYFIEld
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

Clinton and Jackson counties received 
enough doses of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine in the first round of distributions 
to cover all area frontline healthcare work-
ers and residents in 
longterm care facil-
ities. Now, public 
health officials are 
planning for the next 
round of shots, which 
will go to such essential workers as first 
responders, teachers, grocery store workers, 
and others in frontline jobs, and to people 
over the age of 75.

“While right now, the vaccine is being 
made available to the priority populations, 
it is anticipated that by mid-2021, there 
should be enough vaccine for anyone who 

By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The Maquoketa Community School 
District will partner with Eastern Iowa 
Community Colleges and other school dis-
tricts to offer more technical training oppor-
tunities to district students.

During a special meeting Jan. 7, board 
members unanimously voted to sign a shar-
ing agreement with EICC.

The career and technical education plan 
calls for public school districts within EICC’s 
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Jackson’s new chief deputy 
brings 30 years of experience

Rundown  

of week’s 

COVID news

By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

“Cool!” Penny Pape exclaims as 
she snuggles into a plush chair in front 
of the fireplace at Maquoketa Public 
Library.

Her 5-year-old hands immediately 
latch onto a paperback book with a 
young blond girl wearing a multicol-
ored coat as she traipses through a field 

of flowers with a lunchbox in her hand.
“That’s my favorite!” Penny said, 

turning each colorful page and reading 
the words.

The book, “Coat of Many Colors,” 
was written by Dolly Parton and is one 
of the free books delivered straight to 
Penny’s mailbox as part of the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library.

“They love reading,” Jessica Pape 

MsP photo by kelly gerlach

Penny Pape, 5 (foreground), reads the book “Sassy” while younger sister Rosie Pape looks on and flips through 
the pages of another book. Both girls receive free books from the Dolly Parton Imagination Library each month 
and enjoy the new and diverse adventures the books take them on. Jackson County youths age birth to 5 years, 
regardless of family income, can register for the free program at any of the county’s public libraries.
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LESSONS IN 

IMAGINATION

Dolly Parton Imagination Library program 
keeps books in front of area children 


