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Escalating temperatures compound the 
heating and cooling problem at Maquoketa 
Middle School. Shift differential wages, 
equipment availability, and a short work 
schedule escalated bids for a new HVAC 
system for the school.

That’s according 
to Victor Amoroso, 
founder and licensed 
engineer from A&J 
Associates. He pro-
vided details on bids 
opened last week 
for the proposed 
HVAC installation 
project at the middle 
school.

Bids came in 
almost $1 million 
over the engineer’s 
estimate; howev-
er, board members 
approved the $2 
million project, 
which will provide steam heat and air con-
ditioning in the building. The project also 
includes automatic controls so staff can reg-
ulate temperatures. 

The alternative – doing nothing – was 
not an option, according to board president 
Michael Hayward.

“Doing nothing is not something I’m com-
fortable with,” he said.
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$2 million
HVAC a go
for school
Sales tax, revenue bonds  
to fund middle school work

Tariffs
dominate
discussion
Trade dispute with China
poses risks to soybeans
By NANCY mAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

As a July 6 target date approaches for the 
United States and China to impose import 
tariffs on each other, local farmers are wait-
ing to see if an accord will be reached or if 
the situation will escalate. 

Iowa-grown soybeans will be impact-
ed greatly if the tariffs go into place, and 
growers have already seen the effect on 
their bottom lines, said Chad Hart, associate 
professor of economics and a grain markets 
specialist with Iowa State University.  

“The trade uncertainty is translated into 

TANYA ROEDER
“Let’s just do it,” she 

said of installing the 
new HVAC system. 

“We have the financial 
authority to do it, so 

let’s get it done.”
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pastor Jeff Dadisman transfers a room divider from the former Maquoketa Community Cupboard to its new home 
across Platt Street in the former Movies America building. Moving began more than a week ago. Almost 30  
volunteers made the move happen. People in need got food at the new facility beginning Friday, June 29.  
The Feed the Need campaign is raising $290,000 to pay for buying the building, making needed updates and  
renovations, an endowment to pay for ongoing, annual expenses. Donations can be sent to the Community 
Foundation of Jackson County in the name of Maquoketa Community Cupboard or by contacting Pastor Jeff 
Dadisman at 563-249-7661 or Ron Schaefer at rschaefer@mazakcorp.com.
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Maquoketa Community Cupboard will serve from new building Friday

(Above left) susan Dadisman wipes down a door tray in one of the many refrigerators that cools fruits, 
vegetables, meats and more for Maquoketa Community Cupboard. The local food pantry provides free food 
to, on average, 135 to 150 families every Friday. Families receive food items – toiletries and paper products, 
too, when available – to supplement their needs. (Above right) Daniel Breitbach gets down on his hands 
and knees to apply new floor covering on the floor inside the former Movies America building. Maquoketa 
Community Cupboard, operating under the Maquoketa Ministerial Association, bought the building, the first 
time the food pantry has owned its own space. It began in the basement of Maquoketa United Methodist 
Church then moved to the former Aldi building. 


