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County 
names 
new  
engineer

Christmas  
is in the air
Chamber holds event  

with COVID-19 guidelines

By KellY GeRlaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Jackson County hired a new county engi-
neer with more than 30 years of experience 
last week.

David Dryer, a Wisconsin native current-
ly living in Florida, accepted the position 
last week after working through negotia-
tions with the Jackson County Board of 
Supervisors.

Dryer signed a two-year contract worth 
$105,000 per year, taking effect Jan 4.

He will receive one week’s vacation after 
the first 90 days of employment and two 
weeks after completing his first year of 
work with the county. The county typically 
offers 30-day severance pay, and Dryer had 
requested six months.

Dryer will receive three month’s sever-
ance pay should the supervisors decide to 
terminate his contract before it expires.

The supervisors requested that Dryer live 
in Jackson County when he begins his job. 

By KellY GeRlaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Enjoying the holidays while social dis-
tancing and supporting local businesses 
remains the focus of “It’s a Wonderful Life 

in Maquoketa.”
The Maquoketa 

Area Chamber of 
Commerce rein-
vented its annual 
holiday festival to 
give the community 
a means to celebrate 
while still follow-
ing recommended 
health precautions 
to limit the spread 
of COVID-19.

This year’s theme 
is “Every time you 
shop small, a com-

munity supports one and all.”
That’s especially important after the year 

local small businesses have had, according 
to Wendy McCartt, Chamber director.

Specific holiday event details follow.
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Director

COVID virus rampaging 
through Jackson County

By nanCY maYField
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

As community health nurse Michele 
Cullen made the rounds of call-in meetings 
last week with government officials, emer-
gency management supervisors and health 
care representatives concerned about the 
rapidly rising number of COVID-19 cases in 
Clinton and Jackson counties, her message 
was sobering.

“Our health care 
systems are increas-
ingly becoming 
taxed,” she said 
Wednesday during 
an emergency meet-
ing of the Clinton 
County Supervisors 
just before the super-
visors voted to close 
all county buildings 
to the public except 
for appointments. 

Her message 
echoed other local hospital administrators, 
doctors and nurses who are pleading with 
area residents to wear masks and follow 
other precautions to stem the rise of the pan-
demic. Positivity rates for individuals tested 
were 29% in Clinton County and 32.2% in 
Jackson County as of Sunday.

Cullen warned that local hospital census 
numbers for coronavirus patients were well 
above those seen just a few weeks ago at 
Genesis East in Davenport, which had 71 
patients on Thursday compared with a usual 
average of 30. Mercy One in Clinton had 19 
compared with its usual number of eight. 
Finley and Mercy One hospitals in Dubuque, 

Health leaders 
beg residents to do 
their part to arrest 
rapid spreading

miChele
CUllen

hosPitals | page 9

By niCK Joos and  

nanCY maYField
Staff Writers
njoos@dewittobserver.com
nmayfield@mspress.net

Since the summer, Northeast Community 
School District teachers have prepared for 
the possibility of students learning from 
home. 

That prospect became a reality Friday as 
Northeast’s elementary school began two 
weeks of online learning after the Iowa 
Department of Education approved the 
district’s request. The waiver allows for 
exclusive remote learning through Nov. 24.

Superintendent 
Neil Gray request-
ed the waiver early 
last week when the 
Northeast district 
had more than 200 
of its 842 students 
quarantining. An 
estimated 23.5% of 
the district-wide student body was recorded 
as absent Nov. 9 and staffing numbers had 
dipped to near-dire levels as teachers were 
either COVID positive or under quarantine. 

Northeast Elementary goes
to online for next two weeks

Gov. Reynolds takes 
new steps to combat 
COVID in Iowa

neil GRaY
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masks are everyday attire for students and employees in the Maquoketa 
Community School District. COVID-19 cases among staff forced students at the 
high school and Cardinal to switch to online-only learning last week.

By nanCY maYField
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

After months of resisting a requirement for 
Iowans to wear masks, Gov. Kim Reynolds 
on Monday night announced the state’s 
strictest mitigation efforts yet – including a 
face-covering mandate in some situations – 
as she warned that Iowa’s healthcare system 
is being pushed to the brink. 

“Right now, the pandemic in Iowa is 
worse than it has ever been,” Reynolds said 
in a 10-minute livestreamed address, noting 
that in the past two weeks 52,000 new virus 
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