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Karabin
files suit
over pay
Former assessor contends
her salary was shorted 

Auctioning 
off a legacy
 
Smith family to sell steam  
engines, cars, more Aug. 3-4

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The former Jackson County assessor 
is suing two county employees and the 
Auditor’s Office after saying she was not paid 
all the wages owed 
to her.

Dixie Lee 
Karabin filed a 
lawsuit in small 
claims court. She is 
suing the Jackson 
County Auditor’s 
Office as well as 
Human Resource 
Administrator Becki 
Chapin and County 
Auditor Alisa Smith. 
Chapin’s job is overseen by the county audi-
tor.

Karabin is suing for $1,067.78, the amount 
of money she claims is owed to her follow-
ing overpayments and underpayments by the 
county from the day she began working in 
the assessor’s office in 2008 until she retired 
in December 2018. She claims she should 
have been paid $187,529.70 during that time, 
but only received $186,461.92. She said 
she was overpaid in 2011, but her pay was  

By KAITLYN LANE
Staff Writer
klane@mspress.net

Bob Smith of Clinton loved many things 
— his wife Jean, their daughter Lisa, history, 
old cars, steam engines, and tractors. 

His beloved collection of cars, steam 
engines and tractors will be up for sale 
this weekend on the Great River Threshing 
Grounds where he liked to share his pas-
sion for history with others. The collec-
tion includes memorabilia from John Deere, 
International Harvester, McCormick, Ford, 
Chevrolet and Buick.

Bob had a fascination with how things ran, 
which started at a young age. Growing up 
on a farm, Bob had to know how everything 
ran, because without knowing how it ran, it 
couldn’t be fixed when it broke down, his 
wife Jean recalled. And Bob enjoyed mainte-
nance of machines, he knew exactly how to 
keep each one running, she said.

His vast collection began in 1979, when 
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RECORD SETTER

By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

50,000 people?
That was a pipe dream in 2013, when 

Jackson County Fair numbers first-
surpassed the 25,000 paid-attendance 
mark.

Six years later, almost 50,400 people 
passed through the fair gates to expe-
rience the thrilling rides, unique foods, 
4-H and FFA projects, games, and 
entertaining grandstand acts.

Those 2019 numbers were enough 
to, yet again, set a new fair attendance 
record. It’s a record which even sur-
prised Fair Manager Lanny Simpson.

“50,000 is one of those goals that 
— when we hit 25,000 — people 
said ‘Lanny, when are you gonna hit 

50,000?’” Simpson said, sitting in the 
Sentinel-Press office wearing an orange 
“I survived” Night of Destruction 
T-shirt. That capstone event itself 
brought in more than 13,000 people 
Sunday.

“‘Oh, 20 years from now,’” she 
responded to that question. “And to hit 
it this early, it’s humbling.”

Dry, temperate weather helped boost 
those numbers, although more than a 
handful of fairgoers, employees and 
volunteers experienced heat-related ill-
nesses, Simpson said.

Embracing new technologies was 
another key to this year’s success, the 
fair manager said. In her decade-plus in 
that role, the fair has added credit card 
scanners, PayPal options, internet ticket 
sales and more.

“We sold more than three times the 
tickets online than we sold before,” she 
said. 

The Jackson County Fair Board and 
Association enjoy the growing pains, 
because growth means they’re reaching 
more people.

The addition of thousands of seats 
in the grandstands helped that effort, 
Simpson said.

“We’ve got the seats now to handle 
what we had,” she said. “But if a crowd 
of 20,000 comes in for just one day, 
we’ve got to figure out how to accom-
modate that.”

With that new influx of people, issues 
arose. Simpson already recognized 
one solution: The need for at least one 
information booth or kiosk on the fair-
grounds in 2020. 

“We tend to lose sight that we locals 
know where the restrooms are, the food 
vendors, the beef barn. We need to let 

Simpson: Jackson County Fair’s  
growing pains a ‘good problem’
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Holly Manders dives onto a pig in the kid scramble. She corralled her pig first but got second place and received 
$10 for her efforts in pig wrestling in front of the new grandstands Sunday afternoon at the Jackson County Fair. 
The fair enjoyed record attendance topping out at more than 50,000 paid admissions.


