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Hoover: ‘No
credible
threat’
School resumes after ‘vague’
threat found in restroom

By SARA MILLHOUSE
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net
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Shrek (Orion Friederich) and Fiona (Sidney Michel) sing a duet onstage during rehearsals for Maquoketa High
School’s production of “Shrek the Musical.” The musical will be staged April 12-13 at 7 p.m. at Ohnward Fine Arts
Center, Maquoketa. The public is encouraged to come and share in the laughs. Tickets are for sale now at the high
school and Osterhaus Pharmacy.

BeWAre Ogre
High schoolers to perform ‘Shrek The Musical’ April 12-13
By SARA MILLHOUSE
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

To become Maquoketa
High School’s Shrek, Orion
Friederich practiced at every
possible spare moment: at
home, singing in the car,
constantly listening to the
soundtrack and working to
perfect his gravelly, Irish
ogre voice.
“An ogre doesn’t sing in a
good voice,” Friederich said.
“One of the songs, it’s going
to destroy my voice, but I’m
going to rock that one.”
His dedication and enthusiasm are impossible to miss.
“The kids really come into
their character,” said musical

director Joel Hagen, now on
his 13th show at Maquoketa.
“They take ownership of the
show and really invest in
their characters.”
Most audience members
will know Shrek from the
2001 Dreamworks animated
film of the same name. With
its fairy tale and movie parodies, Shrek quickly became a
favorite modern fairy tale.
The curtain will go up on
“Shrek the Musical” at 7
p.m. April 12 and 13. Tickets
cost $10 for adults, $8 for
students and $12 at the door.
Advance tickets are available
at Maquoketa High School
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THREAT

By SARA MILLHOUSE
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

A plain, typed sign on the door
of Sabula City Hall reads “Volunteers Needed.” That’s because the
Mississippi river continues to rise
and wasn’t expected to crest until
Saturday.
Sandbagging started April 1, and
levee patrols are expected to set out
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Voters reject
$14.5 million
proposal
By DAVID NAMANNY
Donkey (played by senior Zac Gavin) appears
shocked at the latest bit of news from his new ogre pal
Shrek.

Sabula preps for higher water
Crest at Bellevue could
be fifth-highest recorded

A bomb dog swept Maquoketa High
School Tuesday evening after bathroom graffiti including the word “bomb” was found.
The school was determined to be safe.
Classes started as usual Wednesday.
The message was “very vague,” said
Superintendent Chris Hoover. It wasn’t even
clear that the word
was intended as a
threat and wasn’t
used as slang, he
said.
Calling something “the bomb”
is another way of
saying it’s cool or
awesome. In this
instance, school
officials said they
CHRIS HOOVER
would rather err on Maquoketa Schools
the side of caution.
Superintendent
“We want to “We want to make sure
everyone knows that, if
make sure everyit’s very vague or very
one knows that,
specific, we take any
if it’s very vague
incidents like this very
or very specific,
seriously. We want to
we take any inci- ensure the safety of our
students and families
dents like this very
at all times.”
seriously,” Hoover
said. “We want to
ensure the safety of our students and families
at all times.”
The April 2 message was found at about 6

soon and continue around-the-clock
until the river goes down.
Ski Bellevue and easton Valley
students helped sandbag earlier this
week, along with residents. If needed, the sandbags could be used to
reinforce the levees that surround
“Iowa’s only island city.”
Levee patrols are typically eighthour shifts, and patrols may be
needed well beyond the weekend.
Those wishing to volunteer can call
the fire station at 687-2432 or city
HIGH WATER | page 2

MSP photo by Sara Millhouse

Porter Fuegen hands sandbags to Carson Fuegen,
Hayden Felkey, Keaton Wilson and Hudson Felkey in
Sabula.

Staff Writer
dnamanny@bellevueheraldleader.com

For the second time in less than a year,
voters in the Bellevue School District rejected a multi-million dollar proposal to support
construction of a new elementary school.
Unofficial results from the Tuesday, April
2, referendum to build a new elementary
school in Bellevue revealed the measure
did not meet the 60 percent super majority
required to pass.
According to the Jackson County Auditor’s
Office, 47 percent (860 people) voted yes,
while 53 percent (941 people) voted no to
the $14.5 million bond measure to pay for
the project.
“We will move forward and continue
the work to improve the conditions of our
students in the future... while expanding the
great education we already offer our students,” said Bellevue Community Schools
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