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Maquoketa taxpayers will see a rate 
increase in the 2019-20 fiscal year.

In a special meeting Monday night, 
the Maquoketa City Council voted 4-2 to 

increase the city’s 
property tax rate by 
47 cents.

That rate will 
increase to a total 
of $13.67 per 
$1,000 of assessed 
valuation starting 
July 1. 

The rate had 
remained $13.20 
for the past two 
years.

Council mem-
bers Jessica Kean, 

Mark Lyon, Kevin Kuhlman and Ron Horan 
approved the budget. 

Councilman Jacob Baker voted against 
it, saying Tuesday that he “opposed the tax 
increase.”

The increase and a change in funding for 
the city’s Parks Board, including the addition 
of a 13.5-cent non-voted tax levy, rankled 
Councilwoman Erica Barker, who also voted 
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You can learn more about Maquoketa’s 
pocket neighborhood, Bear River Cottages, 
next week.

The public is invited to an open house 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 4, 
at the Maquoketa Art Experience, 124 S. 
Main Street, Maquoketa, to learn about the 
new housing development coming to the 
community. 

Bear River Cottages is a pocket neighbor-
hood comprised of 10 moderately priced, 
single-family houses being built starting this 
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Jackson County Fair manager Lanny Simpson shows where the 1969 west-side fair bleachers will be replaced 
with new seating. The two new sections will follow the curve of the track in front of the restrooms. 

Manager: Fair growth may mean bigger events
By SARA MiLLHOUSE
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

The Jackson County Fair will add 
more than 1,000 seats in coming months. 

The main grandstand will remain the 
same, but the fair’s 1969 side seating 
has been dismantled and will be replaced 
with new sections before this year’s fair.

Seating west of the grandstand will 
more than triple, from about 400 seats to 
1,383. It will curve slightly around the 
track in front of the restrooms. To the 
east, seating for 400 will become seating 
for 604.

The central grandstand seats about 
2,000 people, bringing total permanent 

seating to just shy of 4,000.

a growing fair
In the past 12 years, fair attendance 

has almost tripled. 
“Our fair is growing,” said Jackson 

County Fair manager Lanny Simpson. 
She showed a steady upswing in atten-
dance from 2006, when only 17,000 
people attended, to 2018, when more 
than 47,000 visitors passed through the 
gates.

About 6,000 people went to the new, 
free Tuesday fair day in 2018. Even 
without Tuesday attendees, last year’s 
fair grew significantly over 2017, when 
attendance was in the 35,000 range.

Increasing seating isn’t just about a 

week in late July, Simpson said. She 
wants to attract larger events, like 
national truck and tractor pulls and big-
ger stock car races.

None of the former fair seating is 
unsafe, Simpson said, noting that it 
would be repurposed if possible. 
However, it couldn’t be added on to 
safely in its current location.

cost and timeline
The county Board of Supervisors will 

foot the bill for the new grandstand 
seats, which will cost the county more 
than $600,000. 

“We are very thankful to the county 
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Bellevue Schools 
bond vote Tuesday
Voters will decide future of proposed 
$14.5 million elementary school

By dAVid nAMAnnY
Staff Writer
dnamanny@bellevueheraldleader.com

Voters will go to the polls Tuesday to determine 
whether Bellevue Community Schools will get the 
needed funds to build a new elementary building.

Patrons of the school district may vote from 7 a.m. to 
BELLEVUE ELEMEnTARY SCHOOL
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