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16 NEW RENTALS

SEE STORY PAGE 3A

LARSEN QUALIFIES FOR STATE

SEE STORY PAGE 1B

BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

This summer, children and

teens in Delaware County and

the surrounding area are invit-

ed to receive free breakfast and

lunch at Lambert Elementary,

with the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture’s Summer Food Service

Program.

According to Dr. Kristen Rick-

ey, superintendent for the West

Delaware School District, the

USDA reached out to the district

three years ago to offer the pro-

gram. The Summer Food Service

Program is a federally-funded,

state-administered program that

reimburses the district for all

costs associated with the sum-

mer meals.

In 2018, the Summer Food

Service Program (SFSP) pro-

vided more than 1.5 million

nutritious meals and snacks to

children during the summer

when school was not in session,

according to the USDA website.

While the meals will be served

at a West Delaware school, Rick-

ey points out that anyone under

the age of 18 is invited to eat with

the program, regardless of fami-

dis ict or any
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BY MIKE PUTZ
along with members of the Iowa

Wood Industry Association (IWIA)

legislators who helped

KFP log salesman Kirby Kendrick

said IWIA officials have been work-

ing for three years to get the over-

eight restrictions lifted. Speaking

where he

such a disadvantage when selling

our materials.”

Kendrick said the bill signing was

the culmination of three years of

work by the IWIA at the statehouse.

ankful we have legislators

Reynolds signs bill at KFP
Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds addresses the crowd before signing SF 629. With Reynolds from left, State Representative Lee Hein,

Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg, State Representative Shannon Lundgren and State Senator Dan Zumbach.
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EARLVILLE CELEBRATES JULY 4
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

A nursing course held in a local 
health lab is helping ease the need for 
nurse aides in area care facilities while 
offering students entry into a health ca-
reer.

The Certified Nurse Aide (CNA) 
course, held at the Manchester Center 
through Northeast Iowa Community 
College (NICC), allows area students to 
take course work in the site’s health lab 
before heading to area care facilities for 
clinical experience.

According to Manchester Center 
Director Holly Maurer, the health lab 
addresses the needs both of students 
and care facilities. “We looked at our 
needs and the need really was health 
programming. We spoke with the Good 
Neighbor Society and other assisted 
living centers in the area to inquire if us 

Health 
lab 
offers 
CNA 
training

 CNA ~turn to page 2A

Don Zieser • Staff Photo

Brennan and Lydia Bachman, of Independence, show their patriotism during the 2019 Delaware County Fair Parade in Manchester, July 
8. Additional photos on page 3A.  

Fair week is back

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Following a recent series of lengthy 
public comments, Mayor Milt Kram-
er proposed that the Manchester City 
Council adopt a policy used by other 
communities in order to keep control 
over the amount of time a citizen is 
given to address the council.

Currently, the council has no such 
rule in place to stop a person from 
speaking endlessly.

Kramer referenced a previous 
meeting where the complete agenda 

took 21 minutes to read through and 
approve, but a single public comment 
at the end of the meeting lasted an ad-
ditional 30 minutes.

Kramer presented the council with 
a list of policies held by other com-
munities, like Dyersville, Dubuque, 
Charles City and Hiawatha, that place 
a three-to-five-minute time limit on 
public comments.

“I’m proposing tonight that we in-
corporate a five-minute limit on pub-
lic comments in the future,” Kramer 
said.

City Attorney Jim Peters said a 

five-minute limit is quite common, 
and suggested the council consid-
er placing a 30-minute total cap on 
the public comment period, not just 
five-minutes per individual.

“If I wanted to come in here and 
raise some trouble, I’d bring in 10 
friends to tie up (the council) all 
night,” Peters said.

Peters also reminded the council 
that since public comments are of-
ten about issues that are not on the 
agenda and therefore cannot be act-
ing upon by the council, the council 
should consider its right to refrain 
from giving a response.

“The give-and-take is what tends 
to make a meeting last,” Peters said, 

adding the council can prepare a re-
sponse at a later date. “It’s an awkward 
position to be in, sometimes you’ll get 
yourself pinned in a corner you didn’t 
mean to, and it’s not necessary — 
you’re not there to make a decision 
(on the spot).”

There was a question as to how ex-
actly the limit would be enforced, i.e., 
what happens if someone refuses to 
cede the floor.

“The Mayor gavels them down and 
then they are disturbing the meeting 
and can be arrested,” Peters said.

The new proposal was met with 
nods of approval from the council, 
which is willing to give it a shot.

“A lot of times when comments 

go over five minutes, it’s same stuff 
being said over-and-over again,” 
Councilmember Tanya Bradley said. 
“I think it’s worth trying for a couple 
meetings just to see how it works.”

City Manager Tim Vick said the 
policy will be printed on the agen-
da should the council approve it so 
everyone can easily read and under-
stand it.

The matter could be voted as soon 
as the July 22 meeting.

In other news, the council:

• Approved a request to close a por-
tion of South Franklin Street Aug. 31 

Council to impose time limit on comments
Policy would allow fi ve minutes to speak

 COUNCIL ~turn to page 2A


