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The Edgewood Fire Depart-
ment is known as “the good 
guys in the white trucks.” But 
when it came to upgrading the 
technology at the department, 
those good guys turned to a 
couple of Edgewood-Colesburg 
High School seniors who know 
a thing or two about technolo-
gy.

Think of it as the good guys 
meet the tech guys.

Seniors Keegan Hansel and 
Harrison Underwood took on 
the project as part of Ed-Co 
Industries, an independent 

work-study class that places 
Ed-Co seniors at local and area 
businesses to gain experience 
in that field. Usually done as a 
solo project, Hansel and Un-
derwood didn’t really find an 
area that appealed to them. 
That is, until their instructor, 
Jodi Ehlers, was approached 
for help by the Edgewood Fire 
Department.

“Mrs. Ehlers came to us after 
talking with firemen,” Hansel 
explained. “With Harrison be-
ing more interested in the tech-
nology aspect and me looking 
to go into business, this was a 
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A brother and sister, along with their 
spouses, stopped at Oakland Cemetery, 
April 22, to visit the graves of their ancestors, 
Sargent and Plumilla Field.

Betty and Dennis Field and Mary Ellen 
and Paul Benetz traveled from their homes 
in Cinnaminson, N.J., stopping along the 
way to visit graves of other relatives of Sar-
gent Field.

Dennis Field and Mary Ellen Benetz are 
brother and sister.

Sargent Field farmed in Delaware Coun-
ty in Honey Creek Township. In 1862, at 
the age of 45, he volunteered to fight in the 
Union Army, becoming a member of the 
Graybeards Company. Sent to Camp Chase 
in Ohio, he fell ill and was discharged. Too 
ill to make it back to his farm, he stopped at 
the Manchester home of J. S. Belnap, where 
he died two days later.

Plumilla and Sargent Field had 14 
grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, 30 

great-great-grandchildren and 46 great-
great-great-grandchildren.

Field and three of his sons died as a result 
of the Civil War, with his youngest two sons 
being too young to serve. One of those sur-
vivors, Acts Field, was the great-grandfather 
to Dennis Field. Acts Field, who had 14 chil-
dren, was the only son who had any children.

The couples brought with them soil from 
the graves of Sargent Field’s sons to place at 
the headstones of Sargent and Plumilla 
Field’s graves.

“By doing that, we are symbolically re-
uniting the family,” Betty Field explained, 
adding, “we also plan to take a bit of soil 
from Sargent’s grave and drive to the Hon-
ey Creek farm and deposit it there, to bring 

him back to his homestead.”
On the way to Manchester, the couples 

visited Andersonville Prison and the site of 
the battle of Missionary Ridge.

Betty Field said she doesn’t consider 
herself a Civil War buff. “When I started do-
ing research on our genealogy and Dennis’ 
family, there was a connection. His father 
served in both WWII and Korea and his 
nickname was Sarge.”

Dennis Field said he thought of a 
scene from the movie “Amistad” as he 
drove to Iowa to visit the grave of his 
great-great-grandfather. “At the end of that 
movie, Anthony Hopkins, playing John 
Quincy Adams, looks at a bust of his father, 
who owned slaves. He looked at that bust 
and understood. He said ‘You are who you 
were.’ So that was really the motivation for 
us. Who we are is who we were.”

Betty Field knows what she would like 
to say to her husband’s great-great-grand-
father. “I’d tell Sargent thank you for pro-
tecting our country. He tried to keep the 
country united.”
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Couples honor descendants 
with Manchester visit
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From left, Paul and Mary Ellen Benetz and Betty and Dennis Field stand at the graves of Sargent and Plumilla 
Field in Oakland Cemetery.

“I’d tell Sargent thank you for 
protecting our country. He tried to 

keep the country united.”
BETTY FIELD
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With the coming retirement 
of 20-year department veteran 
Tim Montgomery, the Manches-
ter City Council has approved 
the hiring of a new officer who is 
just starting a career in law en-
forcement.

After interviewing five can-
didates for the position, Po-
lice Chief James Hauschild 
recommended hiring Jordan 
Hoeppner, a man Hauschild had 
nothing but praise for.

“From everything I can see, 
he is an overachiever — we’re 
going to get everything we ask 

for and more,” Hauschild said.
Although he is currently em-

ployed as a physical therapy as-
sistant, Hoeppner has a criminal 
justice degree from Hawkeye 
Community College and four 
years of service in the United 
States Marine Corp.

“Probably one of the cleanest 
background investigations I’ve 
ever done,” Hauschild said. “His 
guidance counselor, his princi-
pal — no one had anything bad 
to say about this guy.”

Because Hoeppner has no 
prior experience as a police offi-
cer, he will be required to attend 
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