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Legislators talk issues with Delaware County students
BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

With area business leaders, elected
officials and students from the three
Delaware County schools in attendance, three area legislators shared
their thoughts heading into the 2019
legislative session in Des Moines.
The legislative roundtable at Maquoketa Valley High School Jan. 4
featured Iowa State Senators Dan
Zumbach (District 48), Carrie Koelker
(District 29) and State Representative
Lee Hein (District 96).
Sponsored by the Delaware County
Economic Development (DCED), the
roundtable takes officials on tours of
Delaware County businesses before
the discussion. This year’s business
tours included Paladin Attachments
and Wulfekuhle Electric, both in Delhi.
Donna Boss, Executive Director of
DCED, said the tours are an important
way to showcase industry throughout

the county. “It’s a great way to show
our young people the opportunities
to work in Delaware County. We know
they have to go away to college, but we
want them to come back.”
Boss told the legislators that unemployment in the county is at 1.4 percent,
asking them if there are any incentive
programs coming from the legislature
to retain and attract workers to Iowa.
Koelker said the answer may be
found in communities. “We need to
make sure our communities are vibrant
and offering amenities that workers
want. When you go home from your job
at night, you want to be proud of your
community. People today are looking
for quality jobs and quality of life.”
Zumbach addressed the students
with his response, saying, “We could
solve this problem in a heartbeat if
about four classes would stay here in
Iowa and start your careers. There are
great jobs here in Delhi and Manchester, as well as in Peosta and Dubuque.

Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Representative Lee Hein answers a question while State Senators Carrie Koelker and Dan Zumbach
listen.
You can still live here in Delaware
County where housing is cheap and
crime is low. Our opportunity to increase our workforce is you.”
Zumbach said other states want to
recruit Iowa workers. “They want you

Hein told students to ask quesreally bad. They know the family values
that you have, the education you have tions as they begin their search for
and the work ethic you have. But stay their career. “Make sure there’s a
here and make it happen. Build your good living and a good job at the
family here and you can have a great
career here.”
ISSUES ~turn to page 2A

Student restores cabinet for teacher Chamber
mike.putz@wcinet.com

A restored filing cabinet has returned a family heirloom to an Edgewood-Colesburg High School teacher
after a devastating house fire while providing an impressive 4-H project for
Noelle Kerns, the Ed-Co student who
refinished the piece.
The fire that destroyed the Greeley
home of Dave and Marie Millis in December 2017 took most of the couple’s
possessions, including many family
heirlooms.
Among the furniture heavily damaged in the fire was a wooden file
cabinet once owned by Lloyd Fymbo,
grandfather of Dave Millis.
“He was a dentist during WW II
stationed in New Zealand,” Millis explained. “After the war ended, he was
stationed in New Orleans for a long
time before returning to his practice
in Sergeant Bluff. He brought the filing
cabinet back to Iowa with him.”
Millis said his grandfather died in
1975 and that he was given the filing
cabinet following his grandmother’s
death 20 years later.
“To my wife and me it was a daily reminder of them. It was an heirloom that
certainly meant more to us than just an
old filing cabinet,” he said.
When the fire struck the Millis home,
the cabinet was in the den. “That room
was actually the farthest away from the
fire,” Millis said.

In May, Millis approached Kerns
about trying to refinish the cabinet. “I’d
seen photos posted of other pieces she
had refinished and it was really impressive work,” Millis said.
Millis was not optimistic Kerns could
perform her woodworking magic on
the piece. “It smelled so bad. I figured I
really didn’t have much to lose. Noelle
was able to get the smoke smell out of it,
which I didn’t think was possible.”
“I didn’t know if I could get it refinished because of all the damage,” Kerns
said. “I told him I’d give it a shot to help
him and his family.”
Kerns said she spent three months
on the project, usually working an hour
or so at a time. “Because of the smoke
and water damage, it was a challenge to
finish. I’ve been refinishing wood pieces since fourth grade. This one was definitely the most difficult piece because
of all the damage.”
Kerns, who will enter the piece as a
4-H project this summer at the county
fair, said she enjoyed showing Millis the
finished work. “He looked really happy
and excited when he saw it again. It was
great seeing his reaction.”
Millis and his wife have the cabinet
prominently
displayed in their new
Contributed Photo
home
south
of
Manchester. “I lost all
Dave Millis and Noelle Kerns stand alongside the wooden cabinet
the photos of my grandparents in the
Kerns refinished for Millis following a fire that destroyed the
fire. This is a walking reminder of my
Millis home in 2017. The cabinet belonged to Millis’ grandfather.
grandfather and all he did.”
Millis said the piece reminds them
The cabinet suffered smoke, water, could,” Millis explained. “The smoke
and extensive heat damage, especial- smell was so strong I couldn’t keep it
ly to the finish. “I let it dry out as best I inside.”
CABINET ~turn to page 2A

Students ‘blast off’ with homemade rockets

Hayden Tucker launches a homemade rocket during the Blast Off! Rockets and
Rovers program hosted by the Iowa State Extension Office at Seibert Park.
Declan Tucker loads
his rocket onto
its launcher and
prepares to give it a
squeeze Jan. 2. The
ISU Extension Office
hosted the hands-on
event while several
local schools were
closed for the day.

Manchester

Dylan Kurt • Staff Photos

Camryn Paris squeezes the launcher (an empty pop
bottle that uses a drinking straw and forced air) to
see how far her rocket will fly. Participants went
through design phases and made adjustments
throughout the afternoon.
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looks to
support
newborns
with baby
shower
BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

The Manchester Area Chamber
of Commerce is reaching out to help
support newborns and new families
in the area with a Community Baby
Shower.
Partnering with the Manchester
Pizza Hut, the chamber is asking
for donations of baby items. Items
such as diapers, formula, bottles,
bibs, blankets and pacifiers may be
dropped off at Pizza Hut.
The Community Baby Shower
will run until Thursday, Feb. 28.
Executive Director of the Manchester Area Chamber of Commerce, Jessica Pape, said the
program is a way to offer support.
“We’re kind of a one-stop shop
here at the chamber. We get a lot of
phone calls. More and more someone is calling who needs help with
different life situations that are going
on.”
Pape said that support is important to her office. “One thing that’s
important to me with the chamber is that we focus on the health
of our entire community. I found
out that Pizza Hut uses their lower
level quite often for baby showers.
I just talked with them about how
we could help support the overall
community through this.”
She said supporting the baby
shower is another way the chamber
can support workers in the area. “A
lot of our calls come from our workforce. They are trying to make ends
meet and sometimes life happens.
We’re just trying to help them get
over the humps. We want people to
feel they are completely supported
here.”
The baby shower can also help
churches and non-profits in the
area help those who need it. “After Feb. 28 we will disperse what we
have to the churches and non-profits,” Pape explained. “We have great
groups doing things in our communities already and this is just our way
to help support them.”
The chamber is working with a
local inter-agency group. “We will
BABY ~turn to page 2A
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