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A collaboration between the Pay it 
Forward program in Manchester and 
the Foundation for the Future of Dela-
ware County (FFDC) continues to sup-
port those affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic with grants and donations.

Speaking for the FFDC COVID Re-
lief Fund, board member Lisa Guetz-
ko credits Mindi Jackson, a nurse at 
Regional Medical Center, as being the 
inspiration for the FFDC partnering in 
the community and county relief efforts 
through Jackson’s Pay it Forward pro-
gram.

“Two weeks before our foundation 
fund for COVID relief was created, Min-
di approached First Lutheran Church 
in Manchester,” Guetzko explained. 

“She had a heart 
and a vision for 
the ripple effect 
COVID-19 would 
have and that it 
was going to hit 
all communities. 
We got on a call 
with her with our 
FFDC and asked 
what we could do. 
That’s how our 

fund was born.”
Jackson said she saw from her work 

in health care how the virus could im-
pact people. “I’ve seen multiple times 
where maybe patients don’t qualify for 
services. Perhaps their income is too 
high or they fall right on the borderline. 
Maybe they end up choosing between 
medication and feeding their families.”

Jackson reached out to the Rev. Tony 
Ede at First Lutheran Church. “I knew 
Tony through working with him at the 
hospital. He connected me with some 
amazing women who helped me grow 
the Pay it Forward program.

Among the initiatives the FFDC 
COVID Relief Fund and Pay if Forward 
have been involved with include:

• A Groceries to Go program with 
Fareway for those 65 years and older, 
as well as those with compromised im-
mune systems that provide volunteers 
to pick up and if need be, deliver grocer-
ies for those not wishing to go into the 
store. An initiative from Fareway invited 
customers to purchase a food bag for $8. 
The week-long drive produced 234 bags, 
some of which went to Second Helpings 
while the remainder will be part of local 
school backpack programs.

• A pharmacy program covering over 
the counter costs, co-payments and 
medical supply costs.

• Helping to provide bags for school 
lunches at West Delaware as well as as-
sisting in the delivery of meals to families 
unable to pick them up.

• Assisting with a First Lutheran 
Church quilting group sewing caps, 
gowns and masks for Regional Medical 
Center staff and the general public.

• Established the “Give if you can, 
take if you need” program in Delaware 
County communities. The program 

runs from 9-11 a.m. Saturdays. People 
can drop off donations of what they have 
and can share. People can also take what 
they need.

• Support for the Second Helpings 
Meal program on Monday evenings in 
Manchester. Besides providing food for 
the meals, a recent request for freezer 
meals resulted in 95 freezer meals and 
over 100 dozen cookies that were sent 
home with meal participants. In addi-
tion, community members donated gift 
cards from local restaurants to give out.

• The Edgewood-Colesburg School 
District received 200 art supply bags as 
an emotional resource for families in 
need while school is suspended.

• Maquoketa Valley received porta-
ble hotspots to provide internet con-

Local groups organize COVID-19 relief
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“The generosity is beyond our 

imaginations.”
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With the help of a crane, the walls of the new delaware County Jail and Sheriff’s Office started going up 
last week.

Jail starts to take shape

BY LUKE MAIERS

luke.maiers@wcinet.com

School districts across 
t h e  c o u n t r y  h av e  m a d e 
tough decisions since the 
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c o u n -
try-wide shutdown. 

P ro b l e m s  c o n c e r n i n g 
classes, prom and gradua-
tion have all been discussed 
with school officials. May 
11, West Delaware School 
Board members held their 
m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g  o v e r 
Zoom to discuss their com-
mencement ceremony.

The school is tr ying to 
keep the original gradua-
tion date they had selected 
— Saturday, May 30. The 
plan the school was consid-
ering was to hold it in their 
high school parking lot with 
a stage and photographer 
for the students.

“We can fit 109 cars com-
fortably if all students and 
families plan to be at the 
c e re m o n y ,”  Ti m  Fe l d e r-
man, West Delaware High 
School’s  principal,  said. 
“Let moms, dads,  broth-

ers, sisters, grandmas and 
grandpas be able to cele-
brate.”

E a c h  f a m i l y  w ou l d  b e 
allowed one car at the cer-
emony but nothing is set in 
stone yet, as they are open 
to suggestions for a loca-
tion.

Board member Dan Ho-
gan read a letter he received 
from the parent of a senior 
in regards to this plan. The 
letter stated that the stu-
dents and families should 
be surveyed to see when, 
where and how this will take 
place.

This led to a lengthy con-
versation among the board. 
Many of the board mem-
bers believed that families 
would have preferred an 
earlier date for graduation, 
but several other comments 
revealed that maybe a later 
date would be better.

No official decision was 
made, but it was mentioned 
that the ceremony will fol-
low the guidelines of health 

WD discusses 
commencement
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