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Speaking about his friend Hayden 
Fry, former Iowa Hawkeye athletic 
trainer and Manchester resident John 
Streif summed up Fry’s importance 
to Iowa football. “We wouldn’t be 
where we are at today with the foot-
ball program without a Hayden Fry. 
He came in with such charisma and 
communication skills. He had that 
touch.”

F r y ,  w h o  c o a c h e d  t h e  Iowa 
Hawkeyes from 1979–98, died in Tex-
as Dec. 17 at the age of 90. Streif, who 
worked with the football team as an 
assistant athletic trainer and travel 
coordinator, had a front-row seat to 
the success Fry built and sustained 

in Iowa City.
“I actually started there in 1966 

and was coach Ray Nagel’s manager 
his first year as a coach,” Streif said. 
Streif worked with Iowa coaches Na-
gel, Frank Lauterbur and Bob Com-
mings before Fry came to campus. “I 
suppose it’s all more valuable to me 
because I saw the rough days before 
Hayden got there. It made me ap-
preciate the situation with him even 
more.”

Streif said Fry was different than 
the previous coaches. “Nagel, Laut-
erbur and Commings wanted to win 
just as much as Coach Fry and Coach 
Ferentz. They were good people. The 
main difference I saw was the little 
things that Hayden never forgot.”

Streif explained that Fry met with 

players at the beginning of every 
year. “Whether it was wearing hats 
or how you dress or silverware in the 

dining hall, he would remind play-
ers every year of the smallest things. 
I know they often got tired of hearing 
that, but young people needed that. 
To me, those little things were what 
turned the program around.”

Streif said Fry had an energy about 
him. “There was an aura of magne-
tism that just drew your attention. 
Whether he was in a recruit’s home 
or in front of the I-Club somewhere, 
he had that and people felt it. The 
people of Iowa got attached to him 
because he spoke their language. He 
understood them. That was import-
ant.”

Fry was hired by former Iowa 
athletic director Bump Elliott, who 
passed away 10 days before Fry on 
Dec. 7.

“Bump and Hayden were at the 
perfect time in their careers to take 
the Iowa athletic department where 
they did. Not many people could 
have done that other than Hayden. 
For Bump to see those qualities in 
him and bring him to Iowa, that was 
amazing.”

When Fry took the Iowa job, the 
college bowl landscape was quite dif-
ferent than today. “Back then the Big 
Ten could only go to the Rose Bowl,” 
Streif said.

Three years after taking the Iowa 
job, Fry had the Hawks in the 1982 
Rose Bowl. “Talk about being able 
to sell the state and these fans that 
quickly, that was incredible.”

Streif, Tyrrell remember Hayden Fry
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A joint meeting with North Linn, 
Maquoketa Valley and West Delaware 
school board members and adminis-
trators, along with the state legislators 
representing their districts, shed light 
on school concerns heading into the 
2020 legislative session.

The meeting was held on Dec. 16 at 
the Ryan Fire Station.

Legislators in attendance were state 
representatives Lee Hein (R-District 
96) and Louis Zumbach (R-District 
95), as well as state senator Dan Zum-
bach (R-District 48).

The discussion reflected on the 
renewal of the Secure and Advanced 
Vision for Education (SAVE) fund and 
transportation equity during last year’s 
legislative session, while most of the 
discussion about next year’s session 
centered around mental health sup-
port for students.

Maquoketa Valley School Board 
President Donna Kunde told the leg-
islators the top priority to come out of 
the delegate assembly of the Iowa As-

sociation of School Boards (IASB) was 
support for mental health services.

“Regardless of size, over 80% of 
schools identified mental health as a 
priority,” she said. “As school districts, 
that’s where we are struggling with 
personnel.”

Kunde acknowledged the Iowa Leg-
islature’s approving funding last year 
for mental health support through the 
state’s Area Education Agencies. But 
she said schools need greater support 
due to the shortage of trained mental 
health providers.

“The reality is teachers are not 
trained as social workers. They are not 
psychologists or psychiatrists.”

Kunde said another concern is 
the impending retirement of many 
of those currently providing mental 
health services.

“We know that close to 75% of those 
mental health providers are 55 years of 
age or older. So not only do we have a 
shortage, but we have a large group of 
them that are getting ready to retire.”

Senator Dan Zumbach acknowl-
edged the concern. “If any of us as leg-
islators knew how to fix this, we would 

have solved it a long time ago. It’s clear 
that it’s a problem.”

He said the state is working on en-
couraging more people to enter the 
mental health field. “We are trying to 
find ways to incentivize people to go 
into that industry, but also to incen-
tivize them to come to Iowa so we can 
fill those positions in your schools. We 
want to help those kids with mental 

health issues. We are very aware that 
kids are coming to school today with 
a lot more baggage than when you or I 
were coming to school.”

Representative Louis Zumbach said 
he would support shifting tax dollars 
to pay for mental health services from 
property tax to sales tax. “Most of you 
know where I stand on this. I’m still 
hoping for a tax shift to sales tax.”

Sen. Dan Zumbach said he support-
ed Rep. Zumbach’s efforts for shifting 
mental health dollars from property 
tax to sales tax. “Property tax was orig-
inally meant to help communities with 
infrastructure. The designers of prop-
erty tax never in a million years would 
think that mental health would take 

School offi cials, 
legislators 
discuss issues
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State Sen. Dan Zumbach, left, speaks during a joint school board meeting with area legislators. 
Listening to Zumbach are West Delaware Superintendent Dr. Kristen Rickey, center, and West 
Delaware School Board President Ed Poynor, right.
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Plea deal in 

cannon case 

rejectedsented with their certificates from 

the National Department of Labor. 

Harms said the certification will allow 

the welders to find work anywhere. “I 

hope they all stay in Delaware Coun-

 But if they have Welding apprentices recognized
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To some, a 40-year military career 

in the United States Navy might not 

seem like the background needed 

for someone looking to become an 

advocate for rural America. But re-

tired Vice Adm. Michael Franken 

believes his military experience fits 

perfectly when it comes to being a 

voice for rural issues.

Franken is seeking the Democrat-

ic nomination for Senate and hopes 

to challenge Republican Senator 

Joni Ernst in the 2020 general elec-

tion. Besides Franken, Democrats 

Theresa Greenfield, Eddie Mauro, 

Kimberly Clark and Independent 

Suzanne Herzog are also seeking the 

nomination.

Franken is from Lebanon, a small 

community in far northwest Iowa. 

He visited the Manchester Press of-

fice before an appearance with Dela-

ware County Democrats Nov. 4.

“If you were going to craft a ca-

pability set from an experience 

perspective, you generally want to 

have the experiences for whatever 

reason they occurred, that I had,” he 

explained.

With degrees in engineering and 

physics, Franken’s military service 

took him around the world. He has 

served on formative operational 

assignments in guided-missile de-

stroyers and served as the U.S. Africa 

Command’s deputy for military op-

erations. There he was responsible 

to the commander for promoting 

the national security interests of the 

United States by strengthening the 

security capabilities of African na-

tions. He presented the worldwide 

orders book to Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld from 

200 3 to 200 5, 

a n d  w a s  t h e 

first military of-

ficer to serve as 

a legislative fel-

low for the late 

Sen. Edward M. 

Kennedy.

F r a n k e n  i s 

the most senior 

military person 

to run for a con-

gressional seat in the history of the 

United States.

He has heard from Iowa farmers 

who are struggling as a result of the 

trade war with China.

“I spent a lot of time overseas 

and ran the China account in two 

different jobs. China isn’t going to 

heel on this. They are in a position 

of strength and have other countries 

willing to sell commodities to them. 

They can endure this longer than the 

United States can. It’s going to be 

hard to get them back and it doesn’t 

happen overnight.”

Franken said to counter the tariff 

war with China, the United States 

must find new partners. “When 

you do trade policies, you find 

like-minded nations and agree on 

the principles you will proceed 

with.”
Franken wrote 27 bilateral and 

multi-lateral agreements while in 

the Navy, and said those experienc-

es have prepared him to negotiate 

trade agreements. “You approach 

these things from a posit ion of 

strength and unity. You corral your 

alliances and you know what’s im-

portant and know where your deci-

sion flexibility is.”

He said who is involved in negoti-

ations is also important. “You’ve got 

to get into the room with the experts 

who do this for a living. You don’t get 

in there with family members, you 

don’t do things with tweets or with 

hair-brained dis-proven heretics. 

This administration did that and 

now they don’t know where they 

are going.”

Franken was critical of Senator 

Ernst, accusing her of being dere-

lict in her duties as senator when 

it comes to investigating President 

Trump over Ukraine.

“Regardless of the malfeasance 

expected or thought to have oc-

curred, you must at least do a pre-

liminary investigation. You’ve got 

to find the facts. Senator Ernst has 

said she’s seen the transcript over 

Ukraine and a quid pro quo of the 

Franken wants to be face of rural America
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