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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Wildfires in the western Unit-
ed States may have been the 
driving force for the visit, but 
Iowa senators Charles Grass-
ley and Joni Ernst answered a 
variety of questions during a 
45-minute Q&A at Kendrick 
Forest Products in Edgewood, 
Oct. 9.

Rhonda Kendrick, co-owner 
of Kendrick, Inc., said she invit-
ed the senators to Edgewood 
hoping to begin discussions 
about solutions to wildfires that 
have ravaged the western Unit-
ed States.

“We are active in our indus-
try nationally, regionally and at 
the state level,” she explained. 

“I wanted to know what we 
could do as an industry to assist 
them.”

Grassley and Ernst serve 
on the forestry ag committee. 
Both told Kendrick that when 
it comes to managing forests, 

change must occur in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“If you want to stop forest 
fires, you have to change the 
politics so we can clean up the 
forests,” Grassley said. “The en-
vironmentalists are so strong 

that they don’t want us to clean 
up the forests.”

Ernst added that broad sup-
port is needed for change. “You 
find supportive individuals 
here, but if you have friends, 
industry colleagues, or allies in 
other states, they really have to 
put pressure on their senators.”

Both senators said they were 
willing to meet with industry 
leaders to continue the discus-
sion about forest management.

Kendrick said she believes 
the federal government can do 
a better job of forest manage-
ment. “We think many of these 
areas need to be managed. We 
manage our timbers and we 
think the federal government 

Ernst, Grassley take 
questions in Edgewood
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Iowa Senators Charles Grassley and Joni Ernst take questions at Kendrick Forest Products during a stop in Edgewood, 
Oct. 9.

Audience members, including many workers from 
Kendrick Forest Products listen to Senators Charles 
Grassley and Joni Ernst.
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 QUESTIONS ~turn to page 6A

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A last-ditch effort to halt the construction of a contro-
versial hog confinement building slated to be built just 
north of Manchester fell short Monday night, leaving the 
Manchester City Council with seemingly no recourse un-
less the state government intervenes.

Although there were a few points of interest in a recent-
ly completed manure management plan review conduct-
ed by Fehr Graham of Adam Schulte’s proposed site for a 
2,500-hog confinement building, no “smoking gun” was 
found that could have given the city any authority to put 
a stop to the project.

“In the plan, the Nitrogen (N) value and the Phospho-
rus (P2O5) value were estimated on the low side of the 
spectrum, however, the numbers represented a reason-
able estimate,” city documents state. “The plan had a pro-
jection of .7 gal/space/day, but Appendix A1 recommends 
1.2 gal/space/day value. The difference in the values could 
result in 1,094,532 gallons of annual manure generated 
on-site. This is significantly higher than the 638,495 gal-
lons represented in the plan. Using the larger numbers 
would require an additional 36 acres for application. Mr. 
Schulte has stated that he has additional locations to land 
apply adjacent to the proposed site.”

While there is evidently little hope of stopping Schulte’s 
confinement building from being built, the council is now 
putting its faith in state legislators to stop a potential sec-
ond or third building from appearing in the future.

Mayor Milt Kramer said city staff has reached out to 
Gov. Kim Reynolds, Representative Lee Hein and Sena-
tor Dan Zumbach, but they had yet to hear anything back 
as of Monday night.

In the meantime, City Manager Tim Vick said he in-
tends to bring up the issue with the Iowa League of Cities, 
but he does not anticipate the endeavor being an easy one.

Vick said he knows it will be an uphill battle and the 
issue will likely be seen as a restriction of what rights a 
farmer has when it comes to what they can do on their 
own property, but he thinks they have a shot at changing 
the regulations dictating how close a confinement build-
ing can be constructed to a community’s water supply.

The council also expressed some surprise that this par-
ticular dilemma hasn’t been resolved previously, as it has 
surely happened to other cities across the state at some 
point in the past.

Vick explained that when it comes to bigger cities, typ-
ically they have more leeway due to higher population 
density near the outskirts of town, which also means 
property values could render a confinement building 
unprofitable.

However, when smaller communities try to fight con-
finement buildings from popping up, like the City of Delhi 
recently attempted to do near a new subdivision, there 
really isn’t any avenue for redress.

No recourse 
for city on 
hog building


