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Check out our Sports Section in this week’s Manchester Press for highlights from the

State 
Wrestling  

Tournament
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When was the last time you 
bowled? Have you done anything 
lately to positively affect the lives of 
local youth? Now, you can do both 
at the same time.

Youth Mentoring at Helping Ser-
vices for Youth & Families is hosting 
a bowl-a-thon Saturday, April 6, at 
Lightning Lanes Family Center in 
Manchester. “This fundraiser is a 
great time for community mem-
bers to have some fun with their 
co-workers, friends, and neighbors 
by raising money for a worthy cause 
and have fun bowling together,” 
states Ellen Krogmann, Mentoring 
Coordinator at Helping Services.

This event aims to raise $10,000 
to connect local youth with a trust-
ed role model. This year’s theme, 
“Rootin’ Tootin’ Mentoring Bowl-
A-Thon” emphasizes the need the 
community has for everyday cow-
boys and cowgirls to be volunteer 
mentors to local youth. The pro-
ceeds equip mentors with the train-
ing and tools they need to develop 
rich relationships with local youth.

You can be involved in three im-
portant ways: register to bowl, do-
nate to the cause and/or become a 
sponsor.

Bowling registration is open at 
www.helpingservices.org/YM-
BOWLATHON for 10 a.m.,12 p.m., 
and 2 p.m. bowling times. Form a 
team of up to six members or sign 
up to bowl individually and Helping 
Services will pair you with others. 
Bowlers are asked to seek donations 
of $50 or more to support the mis-
sion of Youth Mentoring. The dead-
line to register a team is March 25.

If bowling isn’t up your alley, you 
can still be involved. Your tax-de-
ductible donation can be made 
online www.helpingservices.org/
YMBOWLATHON or mailed to PO 
Box 493, Manchester, IA.

Several area businesses have 
already contributed towards the 
$10,000 fundraising goal. Black 
Hill’s Energy is the lead contributor 
with a $500 donation. Businesses 
that have made a difference by con-
tributing are Brehme Drug, GNB 

Rootin’ 
Tootin’ 
Mentoring 
Bowl-
A-Thon 
Gears Up 
to Raise 
$10,000
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Getting around Manchester may 
require a bit of ingenuity in 2020, 
when two major street projects get 
underway.

A project in cooperation with 
the state of Iowa will redo High-
way 13 from West Main Street near 
Walmart, running north on North 
Franklin Street to the Honey Creek 
Street bridge.

At an estimated cost of $4.3 mil-
lion, the work will consist of a mill 
overlay for most of the project, with 
installation of a larger water main 
from River Street to the intersection 
of Main Street and North Franklin 
Street

City Manager Tim Vick said the 

larger main is needed. “That will 
allow for better water flow for our 
downtown and will help with fire 
protection for our downtown.”

The project will continue on 
North Franklin, where the street 
will be widened from Seeley Street 
to Acers Street, going from a two-
lane road to a three-lane road with 
a center turning lane. The addition 
of a third lane will eliminate parking 
on North Franklin Street.

“That should enhance the flow 
of traffic,” Vick said. “We are finding 
with schools, there is lots of turning 
traffic off North Franklin. Acers gets 
a lot of back up traffic. We are trying 
to improve the turning radiuses up 
there and get traffic through there.”

Vick said both Main Street and 
North Franklin Street see a great 

deal of traffic. “We have over 10,000 
vehicles go between the intersec-
tion of Main and North Franklin ev-
ery day. It’s the busiest intersection 
in the county.”

Vick said he expects the proj-
ect to begin in April 2020 and run 
through October. “I expect from the 
Main Street bridge west to Walmart 
to be done in four weeks or less. 
When we get to the point where we 
are tearing up streets and putting in 
water mains, that will take a longer 
time.”

Vick said the construction will 
impact several events Manchester 
hosts during summer including the 
Delaware County Fair, the Cruisers 
on the Edge car cruise and Rhubarb 
on the River.

“We started planning for this two 

years ago,” he said. “Part of the issue 
is looking at detours and the impact 
on businesses.”

The east side of Manchester will 
also see some road work. The city 
will partner with Delaware County 
to reconstruct East Main Street from 
McCarren Drive to Neighbor Drive. 
It’s part of a county project that will 
run a white topping from McCarren 
Drive to Earlville.

The city portion of the project is 
expected to cost $950,000, with the 
city reimbursing the county.

The work will turn the street from 
a rural cross section to an urban 
cross section. “That means it will go 
from shoulders and ditches to curb 
and gutter, storm sewers and side-
walks,” Vick said. He said the area, 
when completed, could potentially 

tie into the trail system in town.
Vick said money for the projects 

will come from the city’s Region-
al Planning Authority affiliation 
through the East Central Intergov-
ernmental Association (ECIA), as 
well as from the state and the city. 
“We do have $1.2 million set aside, 
along with another $1.2 million 
from the city through sales tax or 
bonds. The remaining funds, es-
timated at $2.3 million, will come 
from the state.”

Vick said the end results will 
mean better traffic flow through 
Manchester. “It will  be better 
when it’s done, but certainly going 
through it I think patience will be 
the best way for everyone to handle 
it.”

Major street projects slated for 2020
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Anyone who has ever been around the Delaware 
County Pork Producers Grilling Team knows that 
wherever the grill is, Shirley Helmrichs is probably 
somewhere nearby. It seems that when it comes to 
pork and pork promotion, she’s everywhere.

So it was ironic that Helmrichs was absent from 
the Iowa State Pork Congress luncheon Jan. 22 in 
Des Moines, when she was recognized with the 
state bell ringer award for her work with pork pro-
motion.

Dangerous winter weather had made the drive 
to Des Moines not possible for Helmrichs and her 
son, Jamie.

The award came as a complete surprise to 
Helmrichs, who has worked in the Iowa pork in-
dustry for 42 years and was nominated for the 
award by the Delaware County Pork Board. “The 

county board was pretty 
sneaky,” she said. “They were 
working with the state board 
to give me this because of the 
number of years I’ve worked 
with them.”

Over the years Helmrichs 
has worked on the state pro-
motion board, the state pork 
cook-off board, the state pig 
skin board, and the district 
and state porkette boards. In 

addition, she’s worked at the pork tent for over 35 
years.

“I just love doing it,” she explained. “I really 
believe in what I do and what their product is all 
about.”

Even though she doesn’t raise hogs anymore, 
she continues to be involved in the industry. 
“When you work with a group of ag commodity 

people, it’s almost like another family circle. 
You get to know them really well, you know 
their families and you enjoy the working rela-
tionships. It’s a social life.”

She said she’ll be back with the grilling team 
again this year. Their first event is scheduled at 
the West Delaware Red Carpet Gala in March.

“I chair the pork grilling team. I just really en-
joy doing it. It’s a way to stay involved and see 
a lot of people.” Last year the team appeared at 
close to 50 events, grilling over 30,000 pieces of 
meat.

She said she’s appreciative of the recognition, 
as well as the work done by the county pork 
board.

“The board does a great job. Every year I think 
it can’t get any better, but they are always a great 
group to work with. I’m just there to fill in the 
gaps and do those things behind the scenes to 
make their lives easier.”

Helmrichs recognized by pork board
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Senior Mitchel Mangold raises the Class 2A State Dual Team championship trophy in Des Moines, Feb. 13. West Delaware also went 
on to win the Class 2A Traditional Tournament. See stories on page 1B.

Hawks dominate at state
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