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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@w
cinet.com

The Delaware County Sheriff ’s

Office served a warrant on Todd

Michael Mullis, 42, of Earlville, on

a first-degree murder charge Feb.

28 in relation to the death of his

wife, Amy Lynn Mullis.

According to a submitted affi-

davit, on Nov. 10, 2018, dispatch

received a 911 call  from Todd

Mullis in reference to Amy Mullis

being unresponsive.

The affidavit stated that Todd

Mullis told law enforcement fol-

lowing his wife’s death that this

was her first day out of the house

following a surgery she had sev-

eral days prior. He said she was

helping in the barn cleaning light

bulbs when she appeared to start

having dizzy spells. Todd Mullis

said he told Amy Mullis to go rest

in the house, but he first asked her

to go to a nearby shed to grab a pet

carrier to store kittens.

Todd Mullis said sometime lat-

er, he looked outside and didn’t

see the pet carrier where he asked

Amy Mullis to put it. He told his

son to check on her. The son did

so, and Todd Mullis then heard

him start to yell.

Todd Mullis said he ran over

and observed Amy Mullis lying

in a crouched position near the

doorway with a corn rake in her

back. Todd Mullis stated he laid

her down and pulled the rack

from her back, picked her up and

carried her out of the shed. Todd

Mullis placed her in his pickup

and drove toward the hospital,

calling 911 on

the way.

Mi d way  to

the hospital,

EMS reached

To d d  Mu l l i s

a n d  p l a c e d

Amy Mullis in

an ambulance.

She was trans-

ported to Re-

gional Medical Center where she

was later pronounced dead.

The affidavit went on to say that

in the initial investigation follow-

ing the death, Todd Mullis told law

enforcement he didn’t know how

Amy Mullis sustained her fatal in-

juries that day.

Todd Mullis was asked about

the positioning of the four-tine

corn rake that was lodged in her

back and told authorities he didn’t

think all of the tines were in her

back when he removed the rake.

A Nov. 12, 2018 autopsy showed

s i x  p u n c t u re

w o u n d s  a n d

the State Medi-

cal Examiner’s

Office stated

t h e  i n j u r i e s

A m y  M u l l i s

sustained were

not consistent

w i t h  f a l l i n g

onto the corn

rake, as described by Todd Mullis.

In a Nov. 16, 2018 interview,

Todd Mullis told authorities that

in 2013 Amy Mullis had an affair

with another man. He said his

son had learned of the affair and

the two of them had grown clos-

er because of it. Todd Mullis told

authorities he was devastated and

the incident shattered his trust in

Amy Mullis, but he said he didn’t

confront her about the affair.

Even though he initially denied

it, he later admitted he did con-

front Amy Mullis about the affair.

In July 2018, authorities say Todd

Mullis was reviewing a cell phone

bill where he discovered a large

number of texts between Amy

Mullis and a man known to Todd

Mullis, documents state.

Todd Mullis told authorities he

confronted his wife and the man

in the same timeframe but they

both denied being in a relation-

ship. Todd Mullis also contacted

the man’s wife.

Todd Mullis told authorities

after these conversations, he did

not believe the two were in a re-

lationship.

However, during the course

of the investigation, authorities

learned Amy was having a “ro-

mantic relationship” with another

man beginning around May 2018

— a relationship that continued

up until the week of Amy’s death,

documents state.

Earlville man arrested for murder

TODD MULLIS

Amy Mullis’ fatal injuries not consistent

with falling on corn rake, ruled homicide
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BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

When considering service to community now 
and for future generations, few citizens work quite 
as hard as Jessica Pape. Because of this, Pape was 
given the title of 2019 Woman of the Year at the 
Women’s Night celebration hosted by the Dyers-
ville Area Chamber of Commerce April 3 at Total 
Fitness Rec Center in Dyersville.

Pape is, according to her anonymous nomi-
nator, “a shining light in Dyersville.” In addition 
to her full-time job as executive director of the 
Manchester Area Chamber of Commerce, Pape 
stays busy with a number of other projects aimed 
at improving the lives of area youth.

During her time as the Dyersville community 
coordinator for the Campaign for Grade-Lev-

el Reading, area children have improved their 
reading skills. In addition, the community has a 
summer program for area children; a partnership 
with the James Kennedy Public Library, where she 
has volunteered; books for Spanish-speaking stu-
dents; an annual kickoff-to-school providing free 
backpacks, school supplies, and books; a part-
nership with businesses to keep these programs 
going; and numerous grants to help fund the pro-
grams.

In addition, Pape was a violence prevention 
educator for three years, then the director of vi-
olence prevention for four. She is currently the 
president of the Western Dubuque School Board, 
the community outreach director for Corner-
stone Community Church, regularly sings with 
the Worship Ministry, serves as treasurer for the 
Dyersville Lions Club, is a board member for Re-

sources Unite, and is an entrepreneur with Trades 
of Hope, selling jewelry and products to help dis-
advantaged women in third-world countries.

While most people in her position would be 
searching for some type of balance, Pape chooses 
to let life happen as it comes.

“I also am a firm believer that balance doesn’t 
happen,” Pape said. “I used to think that once I 
finished one project or some aspect of my life, 
things would settle down and I would have more 
time, but I don’t think that is ever the case. So in-
stead of balance, I look for integration and being 
intentional. My family is always my number one 
priority, and they are a part of everything I am 
involved in. There are a few times that we have 
to divide and conquer but I am very particular 

Catrina Bruns • Staff Photo
Jessica Pape holds a bouquet of roses she was awarded after being named 2019 Woman of the Year.

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Discussion about how to improve the Dela-
ware County Rec Center came before the Del-
aware County Board of Supervisors during its 
April 1 meeting.

Manchester Good to Great representative, 
Wes Schulte, spoke about the possibilities that 
exist for improving the facility, telling the su-
pervisors an improved facility can benefit both 
the community and the county.

“I feel Manchester and Delaware County are 
missing out on an opportunity to impact our 
youth from a recreation standpoint,” Schulte 
said. “As we continue to look at unique ways 
for our community to stand out, recreation is 
a big area.”

Schulte said he came to the supervisors be-
cause of the original agreement between the 
rec center and the board of supervisors. Ac-
cording to the agreement, the county owns the 

building, as well as the land for the rec center 
and the Delaware County Fairgrounds.

“We are respectful of the original agree-
ment,” Schulte said. “We’re here to see if we 
can help take things to an entirely new level.”

Schulte said he’s spoken with rec center 
board members as well as other potential 
stakeholders who might benefit from an ex-
panded rec center. Besides Rec Center Board-
member Sandy Ahrens, representatives from 

Regional Medical Center, the Delaware County 
Fair Board, the City of Manchester, West Del-
aware Schools, Delaware County Economic 
Development, Delaware County Tourism and 
the Manchester Area Chamber of Commerce 
were in attendance.

A future rec center/sportsplex could possi-
bly include expanded fitness opportunities, a 
yoga/dance studio, expanded walking paths, 
a large turf field for football, soccer, baseball, 
softball and intensity workouts, basketball and 
volleyball courts, racquetball and pickleball 
courts, a youth center and play station area 
for younger children.

Ahrens said the rec center board is open to 
possible improvements. “The building is 17 
years old,” she explained. “Nothing has been 
done to it. If there is a possibility for it to be 
improved, we would like that.”

Schulte told the supervisors any plans to 

Supervisors hear potential plans for Rec Center

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Supporters believe improvements to the rec center would greatly benefit the 
community. 
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

In a surprising turn of events, the 
Manchester City Council voted 3-1 
at its April 8 meeting to rescind a pre-
viously passed motion born out of a 
contentious discussion regarding tax 
breaks for housing developers. 

Instead, the council opted to ap-
prove a proposal that would increase 
tax incentives offered by a three-year-
old program by an even greater mar-
gin.

At the March 25 meeting, the 
council held a lengthy debate re-
garding how much of a tax abate-
ment incentive the city should offer 
to multifamily housing developers. 
While the council didn’t reach a full 
consensus on how much should be 
offered, they were all in agreement 
that it should be more than what the 
city already has on the books.

Currently, the city offers a 10-year 
sliding abatement scale that averag-
es out to 50%. At the last meeting, the 
council voted in favor of increasing 

that average to 60%, giving a 100% 
abatement in the first two years until 
it eventually dwindles down to 20% in 
the final two.

Under the proposal, the taxes be-
ing abated are only those above and 
beyond a property’s current base. For 
instance, if a property is generating 
$500 in taxes now but an apartment 
complex is built raising that amount 
to $3,000, the council could abate up 
to $2,500.

During the debate, the council had 
positioned itself into two camps — 
Councilmembers Mary Ann Poynor 
and Tania Bradley voiced 60% was 
sufficient enough. They believed it 
shouldn’t be increased any further 
because the city still needs to capture 
new taxes in order to keep up with in-
frastructure and other demands. On 
the other hand, Dean Sherman and 

Dan Stelken didn’t think 60% went 
far enough to charm developers into 
making that big of an investment, the-
orizing giving up more tax revenue 
in the short term would entice even 
more development, eventually pro-
viding even more tax money for the 
city when the abatement deal expires.

Councilmember Ron Struble re-
mained silent during that meeting, 
but eventually voted alongside Poy-
nor and Bradley.

However, at Monday’s meeting 
it was revealed that Struble had 
changed his mind.

City Manager Tim Vick told the 

Council nullifi es previous split decision
Recants proposal on tax incentives, 
votes to increase them instead “We’ve been having meetings 

for how many years trying to 
figure out how to get more 
housing, and I’m kind of 

getting tired of talking about 
it — let’s do something.”

COUNCILMEMBER DEAN SHERMAN
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BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

During its regularly sched-
uled meeting April 8, the West 
Delaware School Board heard 
a  p re s e n t a t i o n  f ro m  Ma t t 
O’Loughlin, alternative pro-
gram teacher for the district. 
O’Loughlin gave the board an 
overview of the program and 
shared highlights of what the 
program offers.

Beginning with the 2018-19 
school year, the alternative pro-
gram implemented Edgenuity, 
which is an online platform for 
core curriculum and elective 
courses for grades 9-12. The 
program offers video-based 
curriculum that can match up 
with the district’s traditional 
education courses.

“It makes education here an 
inclusive endeavor,” said board 
president Ed Poynor. “It’s done 
with integrity and attitudes to-
ward success. I think it’s very 
impressive.”

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n e w 
course platform, O’Loughlin 
shared some experiences that 
students in the program par-
take in to prepare themselves 
for life after graduation. Stu-
dents are invited to meet with 
representatives from local 
colleges and local businesses 
in order to see a variety of op-
tions. O’Loughlin also remains 
present to assist students with 

WD board 

learns 

about 

alternative 

education
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