
A DIVISION OF

7 18 9 9 2 1 1 0 0 1 1

ManchesterPress

ManchesterPress
MANCHESTERPRESS.COM      •     YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1871     •     WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2021     •     2 SECTIONS  •   $ 1.25

FUN AT THE FAIR

PAGE 3A

MV UPSETS NORTH LINN

PAGE 1B

Linda Vorwald • Staff Photo

Shelby March, 2019 Delaware County Fair queen, crowns this year’s queen Leah Ries, 
July 19. The crowning took place before the ZZ Top concert.

Ries is 2021 queen

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

The Manchester Soccer 
Club is now open for regis-
tration for all interested kids 
wanting to learn and play 
the game.

Teams wil l  be divid-
ed by ages,  with teams 
made up of first and sec-
ond-grade students, third 
and fourth-graders, fifth 
and sixth-graders, seventh 
and eighth-graders and high 
school students.

Dan and Lori Kartman 
have volunteered with the 
program for six years. Lori 
Kartman said the goals of 
the program are simple.

“We want to promote the 
sport as well as the team-
work involved in it,” she 
said.

Games and practices will 
be held at the soccer prac-
tice field at the Beckman 
Complex. Kartman said 
games are Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday evenings, 
with practices set to begin 
the first week of school. The 
club plans to play until the 
end of September or first 
week of October.

Kartman said interest in 
the sport is growing, with 
over 160 players signed up 
already.

“We would love to see 
kids begin playing in first 

grade and continue playing 
through their high school 
years. We want to see them 
enjoy the sport first and 
foremost, then get really 
good at it and try to push 
the talent into the high 
school teams for West Del-
aware. We have really been 
trying to get people educat-
ed about the sport. It’s not 
really popular in Northeast 
Iowa, but has been in other 
parts of the state. I think it’s 
still the fastest growing sport 
in the United States.”

Registrations are due this 

week, but late registrations 
will be accepted as space 
on teams allow. To register, 
go to the Facebook page, 
FB.com/Manchesteriasoc-
cer or email to maches-
teriasoccer@gmail.com

Kartman encourages 
kids to watch the United 
States Women’s team com-
pete in the Olympics this 
week. “Watch the games. 
It’s an exciting game. Get an 
idea of the rules, how they 
space themselves and how 
they pass. It’s pretty fun to 
watch.”

Manchester Soccer Club 
registration now open

Contributed Photo
Braden Wenger clears the ball during a match last 
season.

“We want to see them enjoy the sport first and 
foremost, then get really good at it and try to push the 
talent into the high school teams for West Delaware.”

LORI KARTMAN

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A large-scale expansion project 
supported in part by Iowa Economic 
Development Assistance (IEDA) was 
toured by Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg 
Monday morning.

While XL Specialized Trailers has al-
ready broken ground and began prep-
ping the site, universally experienced 
delays in the supply chain have been 

a factor, but a portion of the material 
needed for the steel building actually 
arrived just hours before Gregg.

Despite the delays, the company 
has announced it is still expecting con-
struction to be completed on the $6-7 
million project by the end of 2021.

XL Specialized Trailers’ project will 
increase production capacity by over 
30% while adding roughly 55,000 ad-
ditional square feet to the north side 
of its current manufacturing footprint.

“Increasing our space and adding 
more team members positions us to 
serve our customers better than ever 
before,” said Stuart Sleper, president 
and CEO of XL Specialized Trailers. 
“We will be well-positioned for growth 
in the market and reduce lead times on 
our products.”

Cory Stafford, director of business 
systems, told Gregg 2020 has actually 
been one of their best years on record, 
despite the market indicating there 

being a 45% drop in the low-bed trailer 
industry that same year.

XL Specialized Trailers’ particular 
resplendency during the COVID-19 
pandemic came in part thanks to a re-
cord sales year in 2019 driven by a need 
for customized trailers.

“We’re fortunate to have a diver-
sified portfolio in the industries we 
serve with some sectors performing 
better than others,” Sleper said. “At the 
moment, we have a backlog and strong 

order activity. We also are fortunate to 
have the best dealership network in the 
industry and a loyal customer follow-
ing. When the economy bounces back, 
we’ll be able to take advantage of our 
expansion in production capacity.”

With a team of engineers on staff, XL 
has the capability to design a trailer that 
has never been seen before, really giv-
ing credence to the term “specialized.”
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