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PROGRAM TO AID FARMERS
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A program started in 1982 
to help make Christmas a bit 
brighter for less fortunate 
children in Delaware County 
begins its 40th season.

Operation Santa Claus 
(OSC) began in 1982 by Jim 
Huber, Delaware County 
social services director and 
Shirley Manternach during 
the farm crisis. A year later, 
Sue McCormick was named 
chair of OSC, a position 
she continued until 1991, 
when Pat Becker and JoEl-
len Holtorf took over as co-
chairs.

OSC is a program under 
the Greater Delaware Coun-
ty Community Foundation 
umbrella. Delaware County 
residents under the age of 18 
are eligible to participate.

The three most important 
items that OSC provides are 
coats, snow pants and snow 

boots. If enough money is 
left, books, toys and games 
are added for the children’s 
enjoyment.

In 2020, due to COVID-19, 
OSC stepped back from 
its regular program for the 
safety of the volunteer elves 
as well as the participating 
families. During that year, 
Ed-Co, Maquoketa Valley 
and West Delaware school 
districts, along with the Del-
aware County Ministerial 
Society, were contacted for 
their help if there were stu-
dents or parishioners need-
ing help from OSC. Becker, 
Holtorf and McCormac then 
purchased the requested 
items without putting other 
elves or their families at risk.

OSC operates solely on 
donations from private 
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With a record number of participants, 
it’s clear this year’s Hero Hustle Sprint 
Triathlon has developed a reputation for 
a safe, well-run event that draws partici-
pants from around the state of Iowa and 
the Midwest.

This year’s event at Schram Park drew 
247 registered participants. Manchester 
Parks and Recreation Director Doug Fo-
ley believes that number is a reflection of 
the reputation the event has developed 
among racers.

“I think a lot of this year’s number is 
that word of mouth out there is that we put 
on a good race. We are safe, affordable and 
have a great set up in terms of the park lo-
cation and the XL Specialized Trailers lo-
cation. It’s just a really nice place in terms 
of the backdrop with the park. It also goes 
for a good cause,” Foley said.

All proceeds from the event support 
Delaware County police, fire and ambu-

lance departments.
While this year’s totals are not known 

yet, since the first sprint triathlon in 2016, 
the organization has donated over $27,000 
to county departments.

Foley said over 100 volunteers helped 
at the event. “We had city workers, mem-
bers of every fire department in the coun-
ty, Manchester police, Delaware County 
Sheriff deputies, state highway patrol, 
ambulance crews, city council members, 
school employees, XL Specialized Trailers 
employees, Dupaco Credit Union employ-
ees and a whole lot of citizens from Man-
chester and surrounding communities.”

Record turnout for Hero Hustle

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Race participants gather at the beach at Schram Park for pre-race instructions before the 
start of the Hero Hustle Sprint Triathlon, Aug. 29.

“I think a lot of this year’s number is 
that word of mouth out there is that we 

put on a good race.”
DOUG FOLEY
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A group of workers from Col-
lins Aerospace in Manchester 
took time from their usual jobs 
to help with clean up following 
a storm that caused damage 
in Manchester and Delaware 
County on Aug. 24.

According to Collins Aero-
space Manufacturing Manager 
Scott Arthur, it was easy to see 
there was a need to help with 
clean up on his drive to work 
the next morning.

“Just seeing trees down and 
leaves all over, I could see how 
some of our neighbors were 
impacted by the storm,” he ex-
plained.

After reaching out to Del-
aware County Economic De-
velopment Executive Director 
Donna Boss and Manchester 
City Administrator Tim Vick, 
Arthur reached out to Collins 
Aerospace workers about help-
ing to clean up at Tirrell Park 

and Schram Park.
“City workers had the ma-

jor stuff under control. Where 
they needed help was with a 
lot of smaller stuff, limbs blown 
all over. Schram Park became a 
priority because the Hero Hus-
tle was scheduled there the 
next weekend.”

Besides helping at the parks, 
Arthur said workers went to co-
workers’ homes impacted by the 
storm. “We did open up the op-
portunity to go and support co-

workers. We had several workers 
who had to take care of damage 
at their own properties.”

Arthur said the clean-up ef-
forts align with the company’s 
goal of community involve-
ment.

“In the past, Collins Aero-
space has done a really good 
job of community support. 
One thing we have focused on 
this year is showing support for 

our communities and for our 
people, letting them know that 
we will definitely stand behind 
them. It’s something we have 
done a great job of in the past 
and that we want to continue.

“We had a positive response 
from our employees. It was nice 
we could provide some relief. It 
might have been minimal, but 
we just wanted to come out and 
help,” Arthur added.

Collins Aerospace 
aids storm cleanup

Contributed Photo
Working to help clean up Schram Park are Collins 
Aerospace workers Thaddeus Reincheld, loading truck, 
and Andrew Baerg, right.

“One thing we have 
focused on this year is 

showing support for our 
communities and for our 

people, letting them know 
that we will definitely 
stand behind them.”

SCOTT ARTHUR
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