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Computers enhance learning at West Delaware

BY MARY POTTER KENYON

mary.potterkenyon@wcinet.com

One-to-one learning is not

an unfamiliar term in educa-

tion, particularly considering

how many parents have sat at

a kitchen table in the evening,

helping a son or daughter on

homework.

For the West Delaware

School District, like many Iowa

schools, one-to-one means in-

tegrating technology into the

classroom by providing a laptop

for every student.

“We started planning this

during the 2013-14 school year,”

said Joe Hegland, technolo-

gy coordinator for the school

district. “Students are growing

up in a society that has a lot of

technology in it. Our curriculum

is also becoming online-based.

As we update curriculum re-

sources, we’re looking to opt for

online resources.”

Technological changes in the

school learning environment 

in the past 15 years have been

substantial. According to the

National Center for Education

Statistics, 97 percent of public

school classrooms had an In-

ternet connection by 2008. That

same year, schools in Iowa were

beginning to implement one-

to-one initiatives, investing in

learning through the purchase

of individual laptops, netbooks,

or tablet computers for each

student.
While the idea isn’t new, this

is West Delaware’s first year im-

plementing the program. Ac-

cording to Hegland, the district

purchased 270 Acer Chrome-

books for a pilot program last

year, with an additional 605

added this year to serve every

student in sixth through 12th

grade.
“We’ve been working to in-

crease access to technology in

order to provide 21st century

learning opportunities to our 

students, enhance collaborative

opportunities and increase ac-

cess to learning resources,” said

Dr. Kristen Rickey, West Dela-

ware superintendent. “We’re

very excited about the changes
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West Delaware sophomore, Mariah Seeley, and her father, Rick, look over a school assignment on one of the 

Chromebooks the school district provides for students.
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get report card
BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

If the journey of 1,000 miles starts 
with a single step, the creation of a foot-
bridge to Schram Pond could start with 
just a half-mile of new trail — or at least 
that is the ultimate aspiration of Man-
chester’s Good to Great committee.

The committee recently put another 
notch in its belt, and another mark on 
the city’s landscape, when it received 
permission from the Manchester City 
Council to construct a pathway on 
approximately 20 acres of city-owned 
property along the river.

At its Nov. 26 meeting, the Manches-
ter City Council gave a nod of approval 
to a roughly 0.4-mile-long trail to be lo-
cated along South Brewer Street. The 
area has been referred to several times 
as the previous brush-dump, or com-
post site, and it also serves as the area 
where the city currently pushes snow 
during the winter.

Wes Schulte, who has been the 
council’s contact point for the project, 
told the council he and a few members 
of city staff walked the potential route 
and saw some real promise in the area.

Schulte told the Manchester Press 
the horseshoe-shaped trail loop would 
start with a 75-yard walk through tim-
ber before opening into a large, open 
meadow and eventually looping back 
around to more timber.

While the crew has the green light 
from the city council, now they are 
waiting for the green light from Mother 
Nature.

“We’re going to clear some paths 
and some brush to define the trail a 
little bit more,” Schulte said, adding 
signage will be the next item on the to-
do list to be crossed off. “Basically, we’re 
looking to get out there with some of 
our group and some volunteers.”

Once the forecast calls for a warm-
enough day, Schulte said he anticipates 

the group will post specific dates and 
times on Facebook and also get the 
word out to local media.

He said there’s already an existing 
quasi-trail on the property, so he fore-
sees the majority of the work being 
knocked out on a good afternoon.

“We’re not looking to disrupt any 
soil, we just want to get this thing 

outlined and defined and get peo-
ple to use it,” he said. “Eventually, 
we hope to pave this trail and have 
it as the link to a bridge to Schram 
Pond — we feel (that) would be a 
huge asset.”

While that is the ultimate goal, for 

New trail is fi rst phase of ambitious vision
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A group of teenagers make a pit-stop in an alley-way to pet a pair of alpacas during the Static Christmas Parade and Window-walk 
event in downtown Manchester. Additional photos on page 3A. 

Yes, Virginia, those are alpacas in an alley-way

Contributed Photo
The horseshoe-shaped trail between South Brewer Street and the river could appear as soon as 
weather permits. The leg in the lower-middle part of the graphic is a proposed future path to a 
foot bridge leading to Schram Park. 
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City reviews little-known fl ood assistance program

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

A discovery made by city staff may 
help private citizens mitigate flood 
damage by offering some financial 
assistance.

While combing through the city’s 
books in the wake of what was char-
acterized as a particularly bizarre 
flood, staff found a relatively un-
known resolution passed in August 
2003 that would provide financial as-
sistance should a resident improve, 
or maintain, drainage areas.

“With recent flooding, we were 
doing some review of files that we 
had and found this resolution,” City 
Clerk Erin Learn told the council. 
“We thought it was important to 
bring it back to the council.”

If the property owner met the con-
ditions spelled out in the Resolution, 
the City would provide a cost share 
of 25 percent, up to $1,000, docu-
ments state.

City staff is requesting the coun-
cil review the policy and determine 
if they would like to reaffirm, update 
or cancel the current policy.

Learn said as far as she knows, the 
program has yet to be utilized.

While the discovery will be wel-
come news to property owners in 
floodways, the council needs to de-
termine if the 15-year-old $1,000 cap 
is enough to encourage a resident to 
take on such a large, and likely cost-
ly, project.

A few months ago, a resident ap-
proached the council wondering 
if there was any sort of assistance 
available. In that case, a floodwall 
had suffered catastrophic damage 
near Union Street. The situation still 
isn’t resolved and needs to be dealt 
with, but, with the estimated cost of 
repair at $80,000, there is a nearly in-
surmountable burden to the home-

owner.
While the wall is on private prop-

erty, its disrepair is sure to have an 
impact on other parts of the city 
should it remain in its current state.

In this case, the $1,000 incentive 
might not be enough to spur that 
much investment from the home-
owner.

Councilmembers Dan Stelk-
en and Tania Bradley thought the 
$1,000 figure was too low in com-
parison, but neither knew right away 
what the “magic number” would be.

All potential projects would have 
to be individually approved by the 
council, staff said, but the council 
can put more stipulations on what is 
considered eligible.

City Manager Tim Vick said a sig-
nificant amount of properties within 
city limits are considered to be in the 
floodway.

He said the “Dry Run” on the east 
end of town is the drainage way ev-
eryone thinks about, but there are 
actually three other runs around 
town.

Vick said the council also needs to 
be mindful that since these repairs 
or improvements would be locat-
ed within a waterway of the United 
States, there will be paperwork and 
permits required by various agen-
cies.

Councilmember Mar y Ann 

Staff uncovers 2003 fl ood cost-share 
resolution for private property owners
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BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

The West Delaware School Board 
plans to take a new look at dropout 
prevention after their regularly 
scheduled Dec. 10 meeting.

Superintendent Dr. Kristen Rick-
ey and the administrative team have 
spent a number of outside meetings 
adjusting the budget for their drop-
out prevention program to include 
a position for a Family-Student Liai-
son during the 2020 fiscal year.

A Family-Student Liaison would 
help to coordinate support for at-
risk students by facilitating assis-
tance between family, school and 
community agencies. Rickey hopes 
to fill the position with a licensed 
social worker.

“What we desperately need is the 
case management aspect of social 
work,” said Robin Mebus, the Direc-
tor of School Improvement. “There 
are times where four full-time staff 
spend entire days being taken away 
from their jobs to be devoted to 
this work. We need somebody who 
can oversee the system as a whole 
so that we can focus on these stu-
dents.”

In order to implement this posi-
tion, the board has decided to scale 
back their summer school program, 
among other changes. Accord-
ing to Rickey, last year’s summer 
school program cost the district 
over $39,000. The superintendent 
reported most students are only 
holding ground on their learning 
progress or are making slight gains. 
“We need more support during the 
whole year for all students than just 
a few students in the summer,” she 
noted.

The board voted unanimously 
to approve this motion. “Hope-
fully by empowering someone to 
make these decisions we can meet 
the needs of everyone faster,” said 
board member Carl Johnson. Pres-
ident Poynor also weighed in on the 
decision. “I hope this position will 
support the community for years to 
come.”

Rickey also showed support for 
the program. “I’m really excited 
about this. I think it’s exactly what 
we need. I wish we could put it in 
place right now.”

In other news:

• First-grade and special edu-
cations teachers Carol Rave and 
Kristin Milroy from Lambert Ele-
mentary presented to the board 
about the PRESS reading interven-
tion program, which is currently 
being implemented in the school.

• The board approved a motion 
to move the Jan. 14 board meeting 
to Lambert Elementary.

Board 
creates new 
position
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