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Edgewood girl wins national award
BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

When Zoe Walz began her R.E.D.
project to show support for deployed
military personnel, she was hoping to
raise a couple of hundred dollars.
Now, $12,000 later, the 12-year-old
has been recognized as the National
Junior American Legion Auxiliary
(ALA) Member of the Year.
Walz received her award at the ALA
National Convention in Indianapolis,
Aug. 26.
R.E.D. is a national campaign that
stands for Remember Everyone Deployed.
“I did this trying to raise money for
care packages to send to my dad’s unit
when he was deployed,” Walz said. “I
thought we’d get maybe 200 shirt orders.”
“We ended up selling over 2,000
shirts,” explained her step-mom, Alicia Walz.
Her father, Staff Sgt. John Walz, was
deployed at various Middle East locations for a year, until returning home

last fall.
Of the $12,000 raised through the
campaign, $2,000 went to care packages. The other $10,000 went to help
sponsor a service dog through Retrieving Freedom in Waverly.
Zoe Walz was nominated by Cindy
Meyer, Unit President of Edgewood
American Legion Auxiliary 512.
“This was a nice project that got the
attention of the entire community for
deployed troops,” Meyer said. “We are
all proud of Zoe.”
Zoe filled shirt orders to several
states. The family still runs into people wearing the R.E.D. shirts.
“I think it’s cool when we go somewhere and we see someone wearing
a shirt, especially when it’s someone
we don’t know and they aren’t from
Edgewood,” Alicia Walz said.
While Zoe Walz would like to
continue the project, she’s going to
take some time off to just be a seventh-grader at Edgewood-Colesburg.
“I’d like to thank the Edgewood
American Legion Auxiliary and Cindy
Meyer for nominating me,” she said.

mike.putz@wcinet.com

When Max and Jodi Fenton have some free
time, it’s not unusual for the Greeley couple to
spend it in an area cemetery. The couple travel to
cemeteries in a multi-county area repairing old
gravestones that have fallen (sometimes literally)
on hard times.
Max Fenton, whose family owned Manchester
Monument Works when he was growing up, has
been around cemeteries all his life.
“I’ve worked on gravestones since the late ‘80s
or early ‘90s when my parents owned the monument shop,” he explained.
The couple have been to cemeteries in Greeley, Edgewood and Strawberry Point, as well as
several country cemeteries. At the cemeteries,
they have little trouble finding gravestones that
need repair.
“I don’t think we’ve hit a cemetery yet that had
less than 15 stones that needed repairing,” Max
Fenton said.
The couple work mostly on marble stones,
digging them out of the dirt if need be, cleaning
them off and using epoxy to put broken pieces
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Zoe Walz holds her award as National Junior ALA Member of the
Year.

Repairing grave stones is a
labor of love for Greeley couple
BY MIKE PUTZ
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veterans’ stones from WWI and WWII, sometimes the Civil War. Then after we got done
with those we just moved onto other stones.”
According to Max Fenton, a $50 can of epoxy can repair 15-20 smaller stones. He said
people have offered to help defray the costs of
repairs. “I tell them to donate directly to the
cemetery and not to me.”
The couple have been married 10 years.
Jodi Fenton said they worked on gravestones
when they were dating. “We both love doing
this,” she said. “We spend a lot of weekends in
cemeteries.”
“I couldn’t even begin to count how many
we’ve fixed in the years we’ve been together,”
Max Fenton added.
As to why the couple does it?
“If we don’t do it, there’s a good chance it
won’t get done,” Max Fenton said. “The famiMike Putz • Staff Photo lies are gone, generations have passed, people
Jodi and Max Fenton stand next to a stone
moved away and cemeteries don’t have much
they repaired in the Greeley Cemetery.
money.”
The couple have discovered some interesting history restoring the stones. “At the Ross
back together.
“We work mainly on marble stones,” Max
Fenton said. “Originally, we were just repairing
STONES ~turn to page 2A

The typical bountiful food
spread that is indicative of a Delaware County Democrats meeting
was on the table at a Sept. 1 gathering, but this meeting also included
some Montana beer as well as that
state’s governor.
Gov. Steve Bullock, a Democrat
candidate for president, visited
Jim and Sharie Kernan’s historic
home in Manchester for a speech
and Q-and-A session Sunday afternoon.
Bullock said if elected president,
he aims to begin repairing some of
the divide in the country, which
he said is not only evident in the
media, but also the Thanksgiving
table.
Bullock’s Manchester stop was
part of a series of visits to the Iowa
counties that flipped from Obama
to Trump in the past election.
While Bullock did offer a lot
of criticism of President Donald
Trump, he said if Democrats expect to win in 2020, they have to
offer a message instead of just
bashing Trump.
“Let’s not focus on (Trump’s) behavior for the next year-and-a-half,
let’s actually focus on how you can
have a better life if you don’t have
him as President,” he said. “I think
that’s actually how we win.”
Bullock said he believes that
path to victor y for Democrats
doesn’t just run through the coasts,
but through places like small-town
Iowa.
“ This is the most important
election in my lifetime — it’s about
beating Donald Trump but it’s also
about preserving the 243-year experiment that we call representative democracy,” he said.
A s f o r s o m e p o l i c y p o i n t s,
Bullock said he is not for Medicare-for-all like many of his fellow Democrat candidates, stating
he doesn’t think the government
should be telling 165 million people with employer healthcare that
it is going to be taken away so the
government can build something
BULLOCK ~turn to page 2A
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