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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

All one has to do is look down Manchester 
streets to see the effects the COVID-19 pandem-
ic is having on local businesses. Where parking 
is usually at a premium, now there are plenty of 
spaces to be found.

Whether or not stores are 
open for business is a differ-
ent story.

Restaurants are closed 
except for drive-up or curb-
side service, with other 
businesses also limited as 
to how they can service their 
customers.

Manchester Area Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive 
Director Jessica Pape, has heard the concerns 
from businesses.

Much of that concern centers around the uncer-
tainty of how long the impact of the virus will last.

“Businesses have their financial worry and the 
impact it will have,” Pape said. “Even more so is 
looking at the long-term impact and knowing 
how to be prepared to ride it out.”
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Tracy Traver, a nutrition staff member at West delaware Middle School, sets out lunches to be picked up. With classes 
suspended for four weeks, West delaware School is providing free meals to all children ages 0-18. A grab-n-go breakfast 
and lunch can be picked up at the same time between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. at any one of the three district building 
locations.

Lunches available at West Delaware

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

As of Monday night, there 
were no confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Delaware Coun-
ty, but the Manchester City 
Council still opted to take sig-
nificant precautions against 
the virus by holding a mostly 
virtual meeting.

Councilmembers Mary 

Ann Poynor, Tania Bradley 
and Connie Behnken each 
chose to teleconference into 
the meeting through an appli-
cation called Zoom while in 
the council chambers, Coun-
cilmembers Bill Scherbring 
and Dean Sherman, along 
with Mayor Milt Kramer, City 
Manager Tim Vick and City 
Clerk Erin Learn, all practiced 
the six-foot social distance 
protocol laid out by health of-
ficials.

No members of the public 
were in attendance, although 
several did join the virtual 
meeting online.

The council’s biggest item 
on the relatively short agen-
da was passing its budget for 
the coming fiscal year, which 
once again includes a lower 
levy rate.

Kramer said that two years 
ago, the rate sat at $15.595 
per $1,000 of taxable value 
before dropping to $15.575 
for the current fiscal year. For 
the coming year, the rate is 
$15.319.

Kramer said Vick and Learn 
began meeting with depart-
ment heads in November and 
December of 2019, which led 
into special budget work ses-

sions with the council starting 
in January and February.

“Many people were in-
volved in the preparation of 
the city budget, including you, 
the City Council,” Kramer said. 
“A sincere thanks to all for your 
effort and time.”

In terms of raw numbers, 
the overall expected expendi-
tures for next year are project-
ed to be $13,252,828, down 
$2,377,626 from the current 
$15,630,454, but Vick said it’s 
important to keep timing in 
mind when evaluating those 
numbers.

Given that the fiscal year 

begins July 1 and ends June 
30, which is during the peak 
of construction season, Vick 
said projects might be spread 
out over two different fiscal 
years despite them getting 
completed during the same 
calendar year.

Due to some technical dif-
ficulties with Behnken’s mi-
crophone, she was unable to 
cast a vote, but the budget was 
passed by a tally of 4-0.

Learn said city staff did not 
receive any written or oral 
comments regarding the bud-
get prior to it passing. A full 
copy of the budget is available 

on the city’s website.
Vick also informed the 

council that work has begun 
on the Highway 13 project and 
they are currently reviewing a 
number of items, including 
whether or not COVID-19 will 
cause a disruption.

“If there is a shelter in place 
order, we don’t know how that 
might impact construction 
because we’re not sure if that 
would be considered an essen-
tial service,” Vick said.

Given that traffic volume is 
currently low due to several 
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Budget passes at virtual meeting
City’s levy rate 
continues  
to drop
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