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REHAB SPACE OFFERS PATIENT CARE

PAGE 3A

WILDCATS NOW 11-0
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Freezing temperatures combined with fog creates a reminder of the beauty of nature on trees in 
Edgewood last week.

Natural beauty

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

An appeal by a prominent lo-
cal basketball coach convicted on 
several child-pornography-re-
lated charges was shot down by 
the Eighth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, who upheld his life sen-
tence and found that his rights 
were not violated when a man 
took a USB device from his home.

The court ultimately rejected 
an argument from Gregory Ste-
phen, former Iowa Barnstormers 
youth basketball coach, that the 
180-year sentence for five counts 
of sexually exploiting a child, one 
count of possessing child por-
nography and one count of trans-
porting child pornography was 
excessive because he did not kill 
or injure the victims.

In February 2018, a contractor 
discovered a hidden camera con-
taining child pornography while 
remodeling Stephen’s home, and 

a subsequent 
search by law 
enforcement 
uncovered 
more child 
pornography, 
including im-
ages of Ste-
phen abusing 
children.

Stephen 
argued that 

this evidence violated his Fourth 
Amendment rights, which pro-
tects persons against unreason-
able searches and seizures by the 
government, and wanted that ev-
idence suppressed, a motion that 
the court ultimately denied in its 
latest filing.

In his argument, Stephen said 
that the contractor and subse-
quently the police chief who 
took his USB device did so with-
out a warrant. Because of those 

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

The first of several potential 
projects born from a partnership 
between the City of Manchester 
and University of Iowa graduate 
students has been delivered to 
the Manchester City Council, and 
one, in particular, is already gar-
nering a lot of interest.

While the students were unable 
to attend the meeting to present 
their findings to the council them-
selves, they did submit documents 
for three projects, including a 
Schram Park redesign calling for 
a 184-foot-long pedestrian bridge 
to South Brewer Street, an expan-

sion plan for the fire station and a 
layout for a new highway corridor 
residential subdivision.

The council’s focus was quick-
ly drawn to the subdivision, as 
numerous studies over the past 
several years have pointed to the 
need for more housing.

Located on Bailey Drive near 
the intersection with US 20, the 
potential subdivision is current-
ly a farm field but that could all 
change if an entity makes some 
significant investments to bring 
in infrastructure and new streets.

The land is currently owned 
by Manchester Enterprises, but 

Judge denies 
Stephen’s appeal, 
upholds life sentence
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BY BEN JACOBSON 

Telegraph Herald

A judge has tossed a plea deal for a 

Delaware County man accused of in-

oluntary manslaughter, potentially set-

Plea deal in 

cannon case 

rejected

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

With business and industry leaders 

Delaware students 

sented with their certificates from 

the National Department of Labor. 

Harms said the certification will allow 

the welders to find work anywhere. “I 

hope they all stay in Delaware Coun-

ty and help us grow. But if they have 

opportunities to go elsewhere, the 

certification will follow them where 

ever they go.”
 the program and 

Welding apprentices recognized
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To some, a 40-year military career 

in the United States Navy might not 

seem like the background needed 

for someone looking to become an 

advocate for rural America. But re-

tired Vice Adm. Michael Franken 

believes his military experience fits 

perfectly when it comes to being a 

voice for rural issues.

Franken is seeking the Democrat-

ic nomination for Senate and hopes 

to challenge Republican Senator 

Joni Ernst in the 2020 general elec-

tion. Besides Franken, Democrats 

Theresa Greenfield, Eddie Mauro, 

Kimberly Clark and Independent 

Suzanne Herzog are also seeking the 

nomination.

Franken is from Lebanon, a small 

community in far northwest Iowa. 

He visited the Manchester Press of-

fice before an appearance with Dela-

ware County Democrats Nov. 4.

“If you were going to craft a ca-

pability set from an experience 

perspective, you generally want to 

have the experiences for whatever 

reason they occurred, that I had,” he 

explained.

With degrees in engineering and 

physics, Franken’s military service 

took him around the world. He has 

served on formative operational 

assignments in guided-missile de-

stroyers and served as the U.S. Africa 

Command’s deputy for military op-

erations. There he was responsible 

to the commander for promoting 

the national security interests of the 

United States by strengthening the 

security capabilities of African na-

tions. He presented the worldwide 

orders book to Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld from 

200 3 to 200 5, 

a n d  w a s  t h e 

first military of-

ficer to serve as 

a legislative fel-

low for the late 

Sen. Edward M. 

Kennedy.

F r a n k e n  i s 

the most senior 

military person 

to run for a con-

gressional seat in the history of the 

United States.

He has heard from Iowa farmers 

who are struggling as a result of the 

trade war with China.

“I spent a lot of time overseas 

and ran the China account in two 

different jobs. China isn’t going to 

heel on this. They are in a position 

of strength and have other countries 

willing to sell commodities to them. 

They can endure this longer than the 

United States can. It’s going to be 

hard to get them back and it doesn’t 

happen overnight.”

Franken said to counter the tariff 

war with China, the United States 

must find new partners. “When 

you do trade policies, you find 

like-minded nations and agree on 

the principles you will proceed 

with.”
Franken wrote 27 bilateral and 

multi-lateral agreements while in 

the Navy, and said those experienc-

es have prepared him to negotiate 

trade agreements. “You approach 

these things from a posit ion of 

strength and unity. You corral your 

alliances and you know what’s im-

portant and know where your deci-

sion flexibility is.”

He said who is involved in negoti-

ations is also important. “You’ve got 

to get into the room with the experts 

who do this for a living. You don’t get 

in there with family members, you 

don’t do things with tweets or with 

hair-brained dis-proven heretics. 

This administration did that and 

now they don’t know where they 

are going.”

Franken was critical of Senator 

Ernst, accusing her of being dere-

lict in her duties as senator when 

it comes to investigating President 

Trump over Ukraine.

“Regardless of the malfeasance 

expected or thought to have oc-

curred, you must at least do a pre-

liminary investigation. You’ve got 

to find the facts. Senator Ernst has 

said she’s seen the transcript over 

Ukraine and a quid pro quo of the 

Franken wants to be face of rural America
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