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STREICHER WINS SILVER AT STATE
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Maquoketa Valley High School in 
Delhi has cracked the top 10 list of 
Iowa high schools in rankings put 
out by U.S. News and World Report 
earlier this spring.

The school is ranked sixth and is 
the smallest school in enrollment in 
the top 10. Decorah is ranked 1st, fol-
lowed by Pleasant Valley, Iowa City 
West, West Des Moines Valley and 
Ames. Maquoketa Valley comes in 
ahead of Williamsburg, Gilbert, An-
keny Centennial and Cedar Rapids 

Kennedy.
U.S. News and World Report takes 

in several factors in their rankings. 
Maquoketa Valley, with an enroll-
ment of 204 students, has a gradua-
tion rate of 100%, tying them for first 
in the state. The district has a math 
proficiency rate of 86% and a read-
ing proficiency rate of 89%. The com-
bined math and reading proficiency 
rate put them in a tie for first in the 
national rankings as well as the state 
rankings.

In addition, 25% of the students 
participate in advanced placement 
courses.

Administrators in the district 
praised the work students and staff 
have done to earn the ranking.

“We are extremely proud of our 
staff and students,” said high school 
principal Troy Osterhaus. “We are 
also extremely proud of the support 
our parents and communities pro-
vide for us. Having all those pieces 

together leads to the type of success 
we are having, not just this year, but 
in years past.”

Superintendent Dave Hoeger 
said the district’s size is an advan-
tage when it comes to helping kids 
succeed. “A school this size provides 
a lot of opportunities for kids. It’s eas-
ier for us to not let kids fall through 

the cracks. We focus on each one of 
them.”

With a piece of the rankings com-
ing from results of standardized tests 
like the Iowa Assessments, Hoeger 
said the results mean the students 
are taking the tests seriously and put-
ting forth their best effort.

“You can have all the educational 
programs that are perfect, but if you 
get to the tests and the kids don’t try, 
you won’t have any success. The fact 
our kids rank so well means that they 
bought into our culture of trying to 

Maquoketa Valley earns No. 6 ranking
“Our staff wants the best for them. When you have that climate and 

culture, that positive learning environment, that helps tremendously.”
TROY OSTERHAUS

Regional Medical Center in Manchester announced 
May 28 that it has received a $2 million estate gift from a 
lifelong Delaware County resident — the second such gift 
from him announced recently.

The gift was provided by the late Bob Holtz, according 
to a press release. This donation was on top of $1.5 million 
already gifted by Holtz.

Holtz farmed near Greeley, and 
died on May 18, 2020, at the age of 89. 
He was also a U.S. Army veteran and 
founded Holtz Construction.

Previous donations from Holtz to 
Regional Medical Center have con-
tributed to the Bob Holtz Trauma 
Room, Bob Holtz Wellness Center, 
River Ridge Pavilion and Veterans 
Garden.

“Bob was a quiet man who lived 
simply and gave big to his local com-
munity,” said hospital CEO Danette Kramer in the release.

The plan for the latest gift has not yet been determined. 
Hospital officials said the organization “looks forward to 
evaluating our strategic plan and determining how to best 
utilize this generous gift.”

On May 25, Loras College announced it received a 
$2 million estate gift from Holtz as well. It will add to an 
endowed scholarship fund previously established in his 
name, according to a press release. School officials also 
will name their advancement suite on the second floor of 
Keane Hall for Holtz.

In the past 20 years, he helped more than 60 stu-
dents attend Loras. The award named in his honor “is 
primarily intended for students from Edgewood-Coles-
burg High School and West Delaware High School,” the 
release states.

Local resident 
makes 2nd 
$2 million gift

BOB HOLTZ
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A Great Blue Herron flies along the Maquoketa River. These large birds often use their long legs to wade in shallow 
water and hunt for fish with their strong bills and powerfully-muscled long necks.

A fl ight over the river
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