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BY BEN JACOBSON 

Telegraph Herald

A judge has tossed a plea deal for a 
Delaware County man accused of in-
voluntary manslaughter, potentially set-
ting the stage for a 
February trial.

Max J. Fenton, 
31, of Greeley, is 
accused of illegal-
ly firing a home-
made cannon in 
July 2016 at his 
home. The breach 
on the device 
failed, discharg-
ing shrapnel that 
fatally injured 55-year-old Lori L. Heim, 
of Edgewood.

In August, Fenton filed a written 
guilty plea in Iowa District Court of Del-
aware County to a charge of involuntary 
manslaughter. As part of a plea deal, the 
charge would be reduced from a felony 
to an aggravated misdemeanor, and a 
pair of fireworks-related charges would 
be dropped.

Fenton would have faced up to two 

Plea deal in 
cannon case 
rejected

MAX FENTON
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With business and industry leaders 
looking on, four West Delaware students 
received recognition for their work in the 
school’s registered apprenticeship pro-
gram in welding.

The ceremony honoring Bo Juran, Jef-
frey Ilgen, Dakota Waterhouse and Jacob 
Brown took place in the West Delaware 
High School library Nov. 4.

District Superintendent Dr. Kristen 
Rickey, called the program a “win, win” 
for the school and the community. “This 
is a celebration of our community and 
the power that lies in collaboration and 
partnerships,” she added.

The students are the first four West 
Delaware students to complete the reg-
istered apprenticeship. Juran is working 
at Henderson Products in Manchester, 
Brown at XL Paladin Attachments in 
Delhi and Waterhouse and Ilgen at XL 
Specialized Trailers in Manchester.

The program required students to 
put in an average of 15 hours of work 
per week with their employer, while still 
going to school during the day. The stu-
dents were paired with a work mentor, 
while during the school day their mentor 
was West Delaware welding instructor 
Seth Harms.

Harms said the program is good for 
students and for companies looking to 
hire welders. “This program is giving 

students opportunities. It’s given them a 
chance to explore and earn a great living 
while they are doing it,” Harms said.

Harms used the words dedication, 
determination, inspiration and growth 
to describe the four. “They have paved 
the way for many young students com-
ing up. I can just see the excitement from 
so many individuals talking about this 
program. Had it not been for these four 
and having strong success, we might be 
speaking differently right now.”

Harms said the program is about 
more than just work. “It’s the opportuni-
ty to learn what will be expected of them 
once they become a full-time employee 

of a respected company or corporation. 
They were able to realize what it’s like to 
be an adult and make adult decisions. I 
think that’s very important.”

Another aspect of the program was 
the opportunities for the students to 
speak about the program to county and 
state leaders. Harms said the coverage 
the students have received the past year 
for their work has not gone unnoticed.

“They have spoken at conferences in 
Des Moines, spoken to Gov. (Kim) Reyn-
olds and to numerous other groups. They 
handled themselves with poise and pro-
fessionalism.”

At the ceremony, the four were pre-

sented with their certificates from 
the National Department of Labor. 
Harms said the certification will allow 
the welders to find work anywhere. “I 
hope they all stay in Delaware Coun-
ty and help us grow. But if they have 
opportunities to go elsewhere, the 
certification will follow them where 
ever they go.”

Harms believes the program and 
certification send a strong message to 
students about opportunities close to 
home. “Kids really can go anywhere 
and be successful with the educa-
tion they receive in our schools in 
Delaware County. The great thing is 
our companies are hungry and want 
more. Sometimes kids need to go 
away and explore and find out just 
how good they had it here. As well as 
they have done with our local com-
panies, I am certain these companies 
would take them back in a heartbeat if 
they returned.”

Harms said that while he takes 
some credit for the success of the pro-
gram, he believes the program’s suc-
cess is because of the students. “Credit 
should go where it’s due. I believe 
these four individuals were the back-
bone of starting this. I might have 
planted the seed, but they were the 
ones to make sure everything was 
rolling good. I couldn’t be prouder 
of these kids.”

Welding apprentices recognized

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
From left, Bo Juran, Jeffrey Ilgen, Dakota Waterhouse and Jacob 
Brown hold their national certification certificates following the 
recognition program for their work in West Delaware’s registered 
apprenticeship program in welding.
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To some, a 40-year military career 
in the United States Navy might not 
seem like the background needed 
for someone looking to become an 
advocate for rural America. But re-
tired Vice Adm. Michael Franken 
believes his military experience fits 
perfectly when it comes to being a 
voice for rural issues.

Franken is seeking the Democrat-
ic nomination for Senate and hopes 
to challenge Republican Senator 
Joni Ernst in the 2020 general elec-
tion. Besides Franken, Democrats 
Theresa Greenfield, Eddie Mauro, 
Kimberly Clark and Independent 
Suzanne Herzog are also seeking the 
nomination.

Franken is from Lebanon, a small 
community in far northwest Iowa. 

He visited the Manchester Press of-
fice before an appearance with Dela-
ware County Democrats Nov. 4.

“If you were going to craft a ca-
pability set from an experience 
perspective, you generally want to 
have the experiences for whatever 
reason they occurred, that I had,” he 
explained.

With degrees in engineering and 
physics, Franken’s military service 
took him around the world. He has 
served on formative operational 
assignments in guided-missile de-
stroyers and served as the U.S. Africa 
Command’s deputy for military op-
erations. There he was responsible 
to the commander for promoting 
the national security interests of the 
United States by strengthening the 
security capabilities of African na-
tions. He presented the worldwide 
orders book to Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld from 
2003 to  2005, 
a n d  w a s  t h e 
first military of-
ficer to serve as 
a legislative fel-
low for the late 
Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy.

F r a n k e n  i s 
the most senior 
military person 
to run for a con-
gressional seat in the history of the 
United States.

He has heard from Iowa farmers 
who are struggling as a result of the 
trade war with China.

“I spent a lot of time overseas 
and ran the China account in two 
different jobs. China isn’t going to 
heel on this. They are in a position 
of strength and have other countries 

willing to sell commodities to them. 
They can endure this longer than the 
United States can. It’s going to be 
hard to get them back and it doesn’t 
happen overnight.”

Franken said to counter the tariff 
war with China, the United States 
must find new partners. “When 
you do trade policies, you find 
like-minded nations and agree on 
the principles you will proceed 
with.”

Franken wrote 27 bilateral and 
multi-lateral agreements while in 
the Navy, and said those experienc-
es have prepared him to negotiate 
trade agreements. “You approach 
these things from a position of 
strength and unity. You corral your 
alliances and you know what’s im-
portant and know where your deci-
sion flexibility is.”

He said who is involved in negoti-

ations is also important. “You’ve got 
to get into the room with the experts 
who do this for a living. You don’t get 
in there with family members, you 
don’t do things with tweets or with 
hair-brained dis-proven heretics. 
This administration did that and 
now they don’t know where they 
are going.”

Franken was critical of Senator 
Ernst, accusing her of being dere-
lict in her duties as senator when 
it comes to investigating President 
Trump over Ukraine.

“Regardless of the malfeasance 
expected or thought to have oc-
curred, you must at least do a pre-
liminary investigation. You’ve got 
to find the facts. Senator Ernst has 
said she’s seen the transcript over 
Ukraine and a quid pro quo of the 

Franken wants to be face of rural America
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