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Have a Happy & Safe
Memorial Day Weekend
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

The now-vacant land near the 
southwest corner of West Marion 
Street and South 9th Street is about 
to get a major facelift.

The West Brook Multi-family De-
velopment will be breaking ground 
as soon as this week, according to 
developer Wes Schulte.

Schulte described the 16-unit 
building as being more condo-style, 
with the approximately 925-square-
foot, two-bedroom-two-bathroom 
living quarters each having its own 
private balcony or patio, open-con-
cept living room and available ga-
rage stalls.

“They’re just good quality units,” 
he said. “It’s just market-rate hous-
ing, it’s not section 8 or any subsi-
dized-type housing.”

The new complex’s target market 
is working professionals from the 
educational, healthcare, technology, 

ag and manufacturing sectors, doc-
uments state, and they believe the 
ground-level units could also easily 
accommodate seniors and retirees.

Schulte said he was drawn to the 
property due to its proximity to the 
Hwy 13/US 20 interchange and the 
walkable distance to the Manchester 
Industrial Park.

“I’m excited about it — I think it 
will be a good fit for the community,” 
he said. “I think the need (for hous-
ing) is there —I wouldn’t be making 
the investment if I didn’t believe 
that it was. There are people that 
are commuting from outside of the 
community that need an option to 
live locally and settle in further.”

Schulte said construction will be 
kicking off toward the end of May 
with the hopes of being completed 
toward the beginning of November, 
should the weather stay favorable.

“We’re excited to get it rolling,” 
Schulte said.

The roughly 16-acre plot of land 

was farmland and will allow devel-
opers to add additional buildings in 
the future if all goes well.

The project will increase the 
annual real estate taxes generat-
ed by the property by an estimated 
$25,600, documents state, while also 
increasing Manchester’s market val-

ue by over $1 million.
Developers intend to use local 

suppliers and contractors through-
out the construction process.

Recently, the Manchester City 
Council approved a $50,000 loan 
at 1% interest to Schulte, and they 
are also poised to offer a 10-year tax 

abatement deal for the project in the 
near future.

Schulte said to check out the 
project on Facebook, at manches-
teriowahousing.com or by calling 
927-9004. He said they are already 
starting a waiting list to fill the new 
units.

West-end development to bring 16 new rentals
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The new West Brook development aims to help address the housing shortage in Manchester.

BY CATRINA BRUNS

catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

This summer, children and 
teens in Delaware County and 
the surrounding area are invit-
ed to receive free breakfast and 
lunch at Lambert Elementary, 
with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Summer Food 
Service Program.

According to Dr.  Kristen 
Rickey, superintendent for the 
West Delaware School District, 
the USDA reached out to the 
district three years ago to of-
fer the program. The Summer 
Food Service Program is a fed-
erally-funded, state-adminis-
tered program that reimburses 
the district for all costs associ-
ated with the summer meals.

In 2018, the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) pro-
vided more than 1.5 million 
nutritious meals and snacks to 
children during the summer 
when school was not in ses-
sion, according to the USDA 
website.

W h i l e  t h e  m e a l s  w i l l  b e 
ser ved at  a  West  Delaware 
school, Rickey points out that 
anyone under the age of 18 is 
invited to eat with the program, 
regardless of family income, 
school district, or any other 
factor.

“This program has nothing 
to do with income restrictions 
or student status,” says Dr. 
Rickey. “Anyone under the age 
of 18 is invited to participate.” 
Rickey hopes that daycare pro-
viders, families, and any other 
community organizations can 
bring their children for free, 
nutritious meals.

W h i l e  t h e  p ro g r a m  w i l l 
serve people of any age, Rick-
ey points out that baby food 
will not be served. In addition, 
those over the age of 18 are 

USDA 
offers 
free 
summer 
meals 
for kids
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

It will become easier for Iowa 
logging companies to haul their 
product in and out of state after 
Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds 
signed SF 629 into law at Kendrick 
Forest Products (KFP) in Edge-
wood May. 20.

The bill allows Iowa’s forest in-
dustry to haul overweight with per-
mits. Currently, truckers can haul 
no more than 80,000 pounds on 
five axles. The new bill will allow 
no more than 20,000 pounds per 
axle, essentially allowing trucks to 
haul up to 100,000 pounds.

Reynolds signed the bill at Ken-
drick Forest Products in front of the 
company’s owners and workers, 
along with members of the Iowa 
Wood Industry Association (IWIA) 
and state legislators who helped 
craft the bill. Lieutenant Governor 
Adam Gregg accompanied Reyn-
olds to Edgewood.

“The bill is important to Kend-

rick Forest Products because they 
contribute to the gross state prod-
uct,” Reynolds said. “Sometimes 
when we think of agriculture, we 
think of soybeans and corn and 
often forget about the importance 
wood products play in our state’s 
economy. This will just help them 
be competitive and help them 
move their products in and out 
of the state. I know it’s something 
they have been working on for a 
long time. Any time we can help 
support our small businesses, we 
should be doing that.”

KFP log salesman Kirby Kend-
rick said IWIA officials have been 
working for three years to get the 
overweight restrictions lifted. 
Speaking by phone from Germany, 
where he is in the midst of a 20-day 
tour for KFP, he said the new law 
helps Iowa forest companies stay 
competitive.

“There are currently 24 states 
that have a forestry overweight bill. 
A good chunk of those happen to 
be our competitors from neigh-

boring states. This gets us on more 
of a level playing field with folks in 
Wisconsin and Illinois where Iowa 
businesses do a lot of business 
back and forth.”

Kendrick said other industries 
already have overweight hauling 
options in Iowa. “This bill is noth-
ing foreign to what Iowa is already 
doing. The forest industry was at 
such a disadvantage when selling 
our materials.”

Kendrick said the bill signing 
was the culmination of three years 
of work by the IWIA at the state-
house.

“I’m thankful we have legislators 
in our state who are willing to lis-
ten to problems folks like us have. 
I’m thankful they worked with us 
on this.”

Following the signing, Reynolds 
addressed other issues affecting 
Iowa.

On tariffs — “Last Friday was 
a good day and today tariffs were 
actually lifted on steel and alu-
minum, and tariffs on pork were 

lifted today. We are encouraging 
Congress to take the next step with 
ratification of the USMCA (Unit-
ed States, Mexico, Canada Agree-
ment). When we start to take some 
of these things off the table and 
start to provide predictability and 
stability to the trade market, then 
as allies we can focus our efforts 
on China. As I speak to commod-
ity groups and our manufacturers, 
they continue to tell me China is a 
bad actor and needs to be held ac-
countable.”

On sports betting in Iowa — “It’s 
not a big revenue generator, so that 
didn’t play into my decision to sign 
the bill. But it is happening, so this 
will allow us to bring in oversight 
and really put in some regulatory 
requirements to what is already 
taking place in the state and 
around the country.”

On what she is most proud of 
as governor — “I’m proud that 
we continue to make historic 

Reynolds signs bill at KPP

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds addresses the crowd before signing SF 629. With Reynolds from left, State Representative Lee Hein, 
Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg, State Representative Shannon Lundgren and State Senator Dan Zumbach.
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