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WITTE ENJOYS TIME BEHIND SCENES
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Dave LaBelle • Staff Photo

The West delaware bench erupts in joy as the Hawks pull ahead of Beckman Catholic in non-conference girls’ 
basketball action, Jan 3. From left, Norah Peyton, Keara Emerson, Andrea Wubbena, Lena Petlon, Kennedy 
Kolbet, Natalie Mensen and Kirstyn Kolbet. See story on page 1B.

Hawks celebrate

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Edgewood-Colesburg High 
School’s new agriculture ed-
ucation instructor, Brighton 
Rouse, is happy to be in his 
own classroom — and Ed-Co 
is equally happy to have him 
on staff.

Rouse began Jan. 5 after fin-
ishing his student teaching last 
semester at West Liberty High 
School. Ed-Co hired Rouse 
last summer, not only before 
he graduated from Iowa State 
University, but also before he 
student taught.

Hiring a candidate early is 
one creative avenue schools are 
taking to fill teaching vacancies 
in high demand areas.

Rouse’s start was delayed by 
a day, as winter weather can-
celed school at Ed-Co his first 
day.

“Even though I’ve only been 
here a day, it was a really good 
day,” Rouse said. “The students 
were welcoming and I’m excit-
ed to get started here.”

Rouse grew up on a four-
and-a-half-acre hobby farm 
near Mechanicsville, where his 
family raised miniature Her-
eford cows. With other family 
members in agriculture and 
a mother in education, Rouse 
said, “I came into education 
pretty honestly — it’s kind of 
the life I know.”

He said he’s excited to bring 
his experiences to students. 

“Agriculture brings variety to 
the world. I have family mem-
bers who have beef and dairy 
cows and we have a century 
farm in the family. Going into 
agriculture education allows 
me to put all these together into 
one nice little package.”

Rouse said knowing he had 
a job before he student taught 
not only took some of the pres-
sure off him, but also offered 
him a great advantage.

“Knowing I had a job and 
where I was going to be work-
ing allowed me to fit my stu-
dent teaching so it would be 
applicable here at Ed-Co.”

This semester, Rouse will 
teach classes in agriculture 
education, farm business 
management, agronomy, hor-
ticulture and welding.

“Just with interacting with 
the students today and some 
of the staff in the past, I know 
there is incredible community 
support here. The towns are 
incredibly proud of the school 
and the school is incredibly 
proud of the communities. It’s 
a great partnership. I’m glad to 
be here.”

Principal Dawn Voss is also 
glad Rouse is here. “We have 
been waiting for him to be on 
staff. It’s important for us to 
have an ag instructor. The ben-
efit with Brighton is that he is 
part ag and part industrial tech. 
That has a lot of benefits for our 

Rouse joins 
Ed-Co staff

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Brighton Rouse is the new agriculture education 
instructor at Ed-Co.
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BY BEN JACOBSON 

Telegraph Herald

A judge has tossed a plea deal for a 

Delaware County man accused of in-

oluntary manslaughter, potentially set-

Plea deal in 

cannon case 

rejected

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

With business and industry leaders 

Delaware students 

sented with their certificates from 

the National Department of Labor. 

Harms said the certification will allow 

the welders to find work anywhere. “I 

hope they all stay in Delaware Coun-

ty and help us grow. But if they have 

opportunities to go elsewhere, the 

certification will follow them where 

ever they go.”
 the program and 

Welding apprentices recognized

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

To some, a 40-year military career 

in the United States Navy might not 

seem like the background needed 

for someone looking to become an 

advocate for rural America. But re-

tired Vice Adm. Michael Franken 

believes his military experience fits 

perfectly when it comes to being a 

voice for rural issues.

Franken is seeking the Democrat-

ic nomination for Senate and hopes 

to challenge Republican Senator 

Joni Ernst in the 2020 general elec-

tion. Besides Franken, Democrats 

Theresa Greenfield, Eddie Mauro, 

Kimberly Clark and Independent 

Suzanne Herzog are also seeking the 

nomination.

Franken is from Lebanon, a small 

community in far northwest Iowa. 

He visited the Manchester Press of-

fice before an appearance with Dela-

ware County Democrats Nov. 4.

“If you were going to craft a ca-

pability set from an experience 

perspective, you generally want to 

have the experiences for whatever 

reason they occurred, that I had,” he 

explained.

With degrees in engineering and 

physics, Franken’s military service 

took him around the world. He has 

served on formative operational 

assignments in guided-missile de-

stroyers and served as the U.S. Africa 

Command’s deputy for military op-

erations. There he was responsible 

to the commander for promoting 

the national security interests of the 

United States by strengthening the 

security capabilities of African na-

tions. He presented the worldwide 

orders book to Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld from 

200 3 to 200 5, 

a n d  w a s  t h e 

first military of-

ficer to serve as 

a legislative fel-

low for the late 

Sen. Edward M. 

Kennedy.

F r a n k e n  i s 

the most senior 

military person 

to run for a con-

gressional seat in the history of the 

United States.

He has heard from Iowa farmers 

who are struggling as a result of the 

trade war with China.

“I spent a lot of time overseas 

and ran the China account in two 

different jobs. China isn’t going to 

heel on this. They are in a position 

of strength and have other countries 

willing to sell commodities to them. 

They can endure this longer than the 

United States can. It’s going to be 

hard to get them back and it doesn’t 

happen overnight.”

Franken said to counter the tariff 

war with China, the United States 

must find new partners. “When 

you do trade policies, you find 

like-minded nations and agree on 

the principles you will proceed 

with.”
Franken wrote 27 bilateral and 

multi-lateral agreements while in 

the Navy, and said those experienc-

es have prepared him to negotiate 

trade agreements. “You approach 

these things from a posit ion of 

strength and unity. You corral your 

alliances and you know what’s im-

portant and know where your deci-

sion flexibility is.”

He said who is involved in negoti-

ations is also important. “You’ve got 

to get into the room with the experts 

who do this for a living. You don’t get 

in there with family members, you 

don’t do things with tweets or with 

hair-brained dis-proven heretics. 

This administration did that and 

now they don’t know where they 

are going.”

Franken was critical of Senator 

Ernst, accusing her of being dere-

lict in her duties as senator when 

it comes to investigating President 

Trump over Ukraine.

“Regardless of the malfeasance 

expected or thought to have oc-

curred, you must at least do a pre-

liminary investigation. You’ve got 

to find the facts. Senator Ernst has 

said she’s seen the transcript over 

Ukraine and a quid pro quo of the 

Franken wants to be face of rural America

MICHAEL 

FRANKEN
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

At the request of Kluesner 
Sanitation, the Manchester 
City Council has approved a 
pair of big changes that will 
impact garbage and recycling 
pick-up for residents.

Starting Feb. 1, solid waste 
collection will occur on just 
Wednesday for the entire 
community, eliminating the 
Thursday schedule for some 
residents. Additionally, pick-
up will begin at 6 a.m. in-

stead of 7 a.m.
Adam Linden, of Kluesner 

Sanitation, said the move will 
help the company improve 
efficiency as well as allow 
them to get the area near the 
school taken care of before 
morning congestion hits.

Additionally, recycling will 
occur every other Wednes-
day with everyone north of 
East Fayette Street occur-
ring one week and everyone 
south occurring the next.

Linden noted they have 
rolled out a similar schedule 
in other area communities to 
great success, but communi-
cation with residents will be 
key.

Kluesner Sanitation will be 
working on notifying every 

one of the specific changes 
in the coming weeks and the 
city will also have more in-
formation posted to its Face-
book page.

The Manchester Fire De-
partment will also be adding 
two lieutenant positions to its 
ranks in order to help the or-
ganization train its next gen-
erations of leaders, according 
to Chief Mike Ryan.

“I asked the department 
to nominate members who 
are considered structural 
firefighters and have a min-
imum of five years active 
experience,” Ryan wrote in a 
memo. “The input and opin-
ions of the folks doing the 
hard work is welcome and 
needed. Another reason for 

the command staff expan-
sion is the current staff are 
seasoned and have a lot of 
experience to draw upon. 
That also means they will not 
be available too many years 
longer and we need to get in-
volved in the decision-mak-
ing processes.”

The two new lieutenants 
will be compensated $900 
per-year for their services, 
the same rate as the captains 
and safety officers.

Following the department 
votes, the following were 
elected to positions for 2023: 
Chief Mike Ryan ($2,500 per 
year); Assistant Chief Kevin 
Graybill ($1,800); Captains 

Council approves  
garbage, recycling changes
Pick-up to start 
earlier, recycling 
to be split
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