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Pumpkin patch fun
Mike Putz • Staff Photo

Justin Hunt takes advantage of a pile of leaves at Sherman’s Pumpkin Farm and Corn Maze Oct. 19.

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Reached by phone following his 
stop Oct. 20 at Rio Blanco Mexican 
Restaurant in Manchester, Demo-
cratic presidential candidate Tom 
Steyer said that while American 
people are in a good position, their 
government isn’t working for them.

“We are in a better position than 
any people in the history of the 
world. We don’t have a broken soci-
ety. We have a broken government 
and we have to put it back together.”

Th e  b i l l i o na i re  p h i l a nt h ro -
pist may be best known for his 
self-funded commercials calling 
for President Donald Trump’s im-
peachment. Oct. 20 marked the 
second anniversary of those com-
mercials.

Steyer said he sees the anger in 
Iowans as he tours the state. “I think 
there is sincere anger at the Trump 
administration,” he acknowledged. 
“I know I’m seeing Democrats, but 
they are very upset at the tariffs, at 
the trade war and about the oil re-

finery waivers. They feel as if Pres-
ident Trump has been picking on 
farmers and agriculture and that he 
hasn’t lived up to his word.”

A committed environmentalist 
who believes climate change must 
be reversed, he said Iowa farmers 
can help with the environment. “We 
have to move to more regenerative 
agriculture. I think agriculture and 

farmers can be a big solution to our 
climate crisis. They won’t be the 
only solution but can be a big one. 
We will work with farmers to come 
up with solutions that are both ef-
fective and also pay them for those 
practices, just the way they get paid 
for renting their ground for wind 
turbines. A green economy can 
mean more prosperity as well as a 

safer future and I believe farmers 
will be right in the heart of that in 
a very good way.”

Steyer discussed health care, 
saying,  “people talk about a 
health crisis. We have a health 
cost crisis. We pay twice as much 
for health care as anyone else in 
the world.”

Steyer said he believes a public 
option instead of Medicare for all 
will best serve Americans.

“Every American has a right 
to health care in the 21st centu-
ry. I believe a public option for 
people who choose to use it can 
help drive down costs. But there 
are also 160 million people who 
have negotiated their health 
care from their employer. If that 
is their choice and they want to 
keep that, that is their right as far 
as I’m concerned.”

He b el ieves  that  by  of fer-
ing both, many may eventually 
switch to the public option be-
cause of costs. “I want to use the 

Steyer out to fi x ‘broken system’
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Democratic presidential candidate Tom Steyer addresses the crowd 
at Rio Blanco Mexican Restaurant in Manchester Oct. 20.
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BY JEFF MONTGOMERY

Telegraph Herald

A state inspector Oct. 21 testified that 
he did not find any “standard of care” 
issues throughout multiple visits to 
Cricket Hollow Animal Park in Man-
chester.

However, his conduct and level of 
expertise came under fire in a subse-
quent cross-examination.

Douglas Anderson, a compliance 
investigator with the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, 
testified that he visited the embattled 
roadside zoo with about 300 animals 
at least a dozen times.

During these visits, Anderson con-
cluded that the animals appeared to be 
safe and “well taken care of.”

“They were well-fed. They were alert 
and appeared content,” he said.

Anderson’s testimony came on the 
fourth day of a trial concerning the fa-
cility formerly known as Cricket Hollow 
Zoo.

Four plaintiffs, with assistance from 
the Animal Legal Defense Fund, have 
sued zoo owners Pam and Tom Sellner. 
The suit seeks to remove the Sellners’ 
animals and shut down the operation.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs on Mon-
day attempted to poke holes in Ander-
son’s assessment. They noted that he 
was not a veterinarian, nor did he have 
any training related to the care of zoo 
animals.

Iowa District Court Judge Monica 
Wittig noted that Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
reports referenced multiple areas of 
concern, including the presence of an 
ill dog and dead piglets. However, the 
reports identified such incidents as 
“minor” in nature.

The judge questioned why An-
derson did not deem those findings 
“severe enough” for intervention. 
Moreover, she asked whether the 
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